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Setting the Stage: Mental Health Issues in Kansas 

City and Beyond There Prior to Establishment of 

the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation 
 
While the initial aim of this publication is to tell the history of the 
Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation (the Foundation), 
subsequently known as Resource Development Institute, it is felt that 
the reader could better understand the need Kansas City had of such an 
organization as the Foundation if a brief history of what was occurring 
elsewhere in the world as regards mental health issues is presented. 
 

1803 
The land on which Kansas City rests is added to the United States via the 
Louisiana Purchase (French: Vente de la Louisiane "Louisiana Sale”); the 
land included in the purchase comprises around 23 percent of the 
territory of the United States today. Although President Jefferson felt 
that the U.S. Constitution did not contain any provisions for acquiring 
territory he decided to purchase the region because he felt uneasy 
about France and Spain having the power to block American trade 
access to the port of New Orleans.  
 

1853 
The City of Kansas City, Missouri is incorporated on 03/28/1853. 
 

1859 
Jackson County Poor Farm 
and Insane Asylum 
established on sections 13 
and 19 Prairie Township. 
What would have seen you 
sent to the insane asylum 
years ago would seem quite 
unbelievable today. For 
instance, in the 1800s you 
could be institutionalized for 
a wide variety of things: 

wives and daughters who did not obey their husbands or fathers could 
be put away, alcoholics, depressed people, "angry people", and people 
going against the norm would also have seen their freedom and dignity 
evaporate before them and be sent away and institutionalized. For 
examples of records/notes regarding residents of an asylum in operation 
elsewhere during this period see Attachment A; these records were 
stored at the City Archives, New Orleans Public Library, New Orleans, 
Louisiana City Insane Asylum, Record of Patients, 1882-1888. 

 

Figure 1 Dorothea Lynde Dix in the 1850s 
 (Library of Congress) 

 

U.S. reformer Dorothea Lynde Dix 
observes on a March, 1841 visit to a 
Cambridge, Massachusetts jail that 
mentally ill people, both men and 
women and all ages, are incarcerated 
with criminals and left unclothed and 
in darkness and without heat or 
bathrooms. Many are chained and 
beaten. Over the next 40 years, Dix 
will lobby to establish state hospitals 
for the mentally ill. Ms. Dix may well 
be viewed as the greatest social 
reformer in American history, and 
her influence reached overseas as 
well as into all parts of this country.  

 The minutes of the 05/10/1864 
American Psychiatric Association 
meeting contain an item relating to 
Ms. Dix, who had been appointed the 
first superintendent of nurses in the 
U. S. Army. It reads: "Miss Dix, being 
introduced, gave a very interesting 
and feeling account of the conduct, 
condition and heroic endurance of our 
wounded in the recent battles, as she 
had witnessed them in the visit she 
had just made to them in the field." 

Figure 2  City of Kansas City, Missouri, Circa 1855  
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Late 1800s 
 
Dates of Birth of the Foundation’s Founding Board Members: 
01/21/1888 Maurice L. Breidenthal, Sr.; 04/22/1889 Beryle I. 
Burns; 07/27/1893 Marion J. Stooker; 1894 Julian Wornall; 
10/11/1896 Arthur Mag; 03/09/1897 Carl R. Ferris; 07/15/1899 
Marvin L. Bills; and 10/15/1899 William Menninger. For more 
detailed information regarding some of the founding Board 
Members you are referred to Attachment B – Biographical 
Information Regarding Founding Board Members. 
 
The 07/29/1890 issue of The Kansas City Times contains an article 
entitled A Visit to The Poor Farm: How Jackson County Cares for 
Her Helpless Wards: A Description of the Building and Something of 
the Inmates--The County Judges Contemplate Further 
Improvements. The article reported:   
 
The judges of the county court, accompanied by the city physician, 
a representative from the Provident Association, and two reporters, 
made a visit yesterday to the 320 acre county poor farm 19 1/2 
miles east of town; the object of their visit is to formally inspect and 
accept the new building just completed. It is a three story brick 
edifice, plainly but substantially built, 30 feet wide and 140 feet 
long, having two entrances and two stairways. At the east end or 
front of the building are two large rooms on each floor, to be used 
for offices and for the sick. Besides these there are 67 cells. The cells 
are commodious, being eight feet square. The ceilings are high and 
the hallway between them is 10 feet wide. The floors of the cells 
incline to the hall and the floor of the hall slopes to the back or west 
end, where a pipe leads off the water. A large tank has been placed 
on the roof and a windmill will be erected, to pump water from one 
of the three wells now being dug. The building will be heated by hot 
water and before winter a boiler house will be added on the south 
side. Commodious bath rooms will be arranged on each floor of the 
building. A perfect sewage system will be in operation, a long sewer 
being under course of construction, which will empty the sewage of 
the establishment in a hollow nearly half a mile away.  

Back of the residence are the poor house buildings proper--a wash 
house, a building for the colored patients, a large smoke house and 
two main buildings, each 80 by 30 feet in dimensions. There is also 
a large building used as the old men's department. Then there is 
the new building, which is certainly a monument to Jackson County.  

The members of the court expressed themselves highly pleased with 
the new building and reiterated their hearty endorsement of the 
management of the farm and inmates. Dr. Lewis, City Physician, 
said the place was, from the physician's point of view, remarkably 

 
Figure 3 Arthur Mag, Attorney 

Arthur (Nickname “Tim”) Mag was 
born in New Britain, Connecticut 
and graduated from Yale Law 
School in 1920. His grades were 
very good which opened many 
doors in the big New York law 
firms practicing on Wall Street. Mr. 
Mag was not sure that he wanted to 
be a New York lawyer; the idea of 
working 15 hours a day so you 
could make enough money to move 
two hours away from your office 
did not appeal to him. While at Yale 
he became a close friend of Louis 
Rothschild whose family owned a 
fine clothing store in Kansas City. 
Rothschild suggested Mag consider 
working in Kansas City.  
 
Mr. Mag did come to Kansas City 
and was hired by the law firm of 
Rozzelle, Vineyard, Thatcher and 
Boys as an associate of the firm for 
$90 a month. This firm over time 
changed into Stinson, Mag and 
Fizzell. Also, in time, the $90 a 
month associate became personal 
attorney for President and Mrs. 
Harry S Truman. 
 
Mag served on over twenty 
corporate boards and was a 
member of many charitable 
organizations in Kansas City. He 
was a founding trustee of the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City, 
Menorah Hospital, Midwest 
Research Institute, the Starlight 
Theater Association, the Greater 
Kansas City Mental Health 
Foundation, and many other 
hospitals, charities and schools of 
higher education. (See Attachment 
B for additional biographical 
information.) 
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well conducted, and he also approved of the sanitary arrangements 
of the new building which will be ready for occupancy before winter 
sets in.  

It is the intention of the judges to make the poor farm even more of 
a lunatic asylum than it is at present. The cost of keeping the 
county's insane at a regular asylum is $120 per year, and there is 
also an expense of $20 for taking them to such a place. It is 
proposed to place the more hopeless cases and those least able to 
pay on the county farm; this the officials argue will reduce the 
county's expense and at the same time give the patient more 
freedom and better accommodations generally. The city physician 
seems to agree with them.  

The $20 for taking them to such a place cited above covered, 
according to the March, 1870 Statutes of the State of Missouri, 
Chapter 10, Paragraph 26, the following costs, in addition to the 
expense of transport to the facility:   
 

Any county court sending patients to the asylum shall, before 
sending them, see that they are free from any contagious disease, 
in a state of perfect bodily cleanliness and comfortably clothed, and 
provided with suitable changes of raiment, as herein prescribed: If a 
male, with at least two new shirts, a new and substantial coat, vest 
and pantaloons, of strong woolen cloth, two pairs of woolen socks, 
a black stock or cravat, a good hat or cap, a pair of new shoes or 
boots, together with a comfortable outside garment; if a female, in 
addition to the same quantity of under garments, shoes and 
stockings, a flannel petticoat, two good dresses, and a cloak or 
outside garment. In case the patient be so much excited as not to 
admit of being thus clothed, other clothing that can be kept on, that 
is comfortable and in sufficient quantity, with a change thereof, 
may be substituted. Extra and better apparel should be sent with 
the patients, that, when their health is improved and when they 
attend religious worship, walk or ride out, it may be used, if deemed 
necessary. 
 

1896 
A review of an 1896 publication, A Memorial and Biographical Record 
of Kansas City and Jackson County, Missouri, retrieved from the Kansas 
City, Missouri Public Library's Missouri Valley Reading Room Special 
Collections, provided the following narrative regarding the Jackson 
County Poor Farm and Insane Asylum:   

On January 11, 1895, O. H. Gentry took charge of the Jackson 
County Poor Farm and Insane Asylum.  

In the fall of 1890 the large brick asylum was erected at a cost of 
$45,000. In the insane department there were 135 inmates, and in 

 
Figure 4 Nellie Bly in the 1890s 

(Museum of the City of New York) 

 
The expectation in the United States 
during the late 1800s that hospitals for 
the mentally ill and humane treatment 
will cure the sick does not prove true. 
State mental hospitals become over-
crowded and custodial care supersedes 
humane treatment. New York World 
reporter Nellie Bly poses as a mentally ill 
person to become an inmate at an 
asylum. Afterwards her reports from 
inside the asylum result in more funding 
to improve conditions. 

In The Architecture of Madness, Carla 
Yanni tell about Dr. Thomas Kirkbride, a 
Pennsylvania-born Quaker, who in the 
1840s devised a novel way to house the 
mentally diseased that emphasized 
segregation by severity of illness, ease of 
treatment, surveillance, and ventilation. 
For much of the nineteenth century, 
however, these asylums epitomize the 
widely held belief among doctors and 
social reformers that insanity is a curable 
disease and that environment 
architecture in particular is the most 
effective means of treatment. After the 
Civil War, American architects designed 
Kirkbride-plan hospitals across the 
country. Before the end of the century, 
interest in the Kirkbride plan had begun 
to decline. Many of the asylums had 
deteriorated into human warehouses, 
strengthening arguments against the 
monolithic structures advocated by 
Kirkbride. At the same time, the medical 
profession begins embracing a more 
neurological approach to mental disease 
that considers architecture as largely 
irrelevant to its treatment.  
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the pauper department 60 inmates, including 35 colored persons. The farm 
contained 312 acres. At least 70 percent of the inmates are foreigners, over 
half of them being Irish. There are 15 persons on the payroll, including the 
superintendent, three stewards, one physician, one engineer, a farmer, two 
cooks, a librarian, a night watchman, three matrons, and one laundryman. 
The payroll amounts to $482.50 per month. The farm is all under cultivation 
and is supplied with the necessary machinery. They keep 13 fine milk cows, 
nine head of work mules, 260 good hogs, and have an orchard and vineyard 
containing some excellent varieties of fruit.  

For the 18 months ending September 1, 1895, the per capita cost, including 
all expenses, was 23 cents per day. The buildings are furnished with hot and 
cold water and heated by steam, and there are 5 miles of steam pipes and 4 
miles of water pipes.  
 
Mr. Gentry [Superintendent] was nominated on an independent ticket for 
the office of county judge in the fall of 1894. He believes in America for 
Americans. 
 

Early 1900s 
Dates of Birth of more of the Foundation’s Founding Board Members: 
05/06/1901 Henry W. Buck; 04/24/1902 Frank H. Backstrom; 06/27/1902 
Frances R. Storms; 08/08/1902 Harry C. Clark; 10/16/1914 Lyman Fields. 
The author of this publication was unable to locate the dates of birth of 
John L. Howell, Franklin D. Murphy, Alice Richards Seidlitz, and Vernon M. 
Winkle. 

1922 
A small group of local physicians, professional and lay people form a group 
known as the Mental-Hygiene Committee, which will soon take the moniker 
Kansas City Mental Hygiene Societyi (later called Kansas City Association for 
Mental Health; Greater Kansas City Mental Health Association; and 
subsequently merged with other organizations to form the Mental Health 
Association of the Heartland).ii  

1927 
In a 2005 book entitled Encyclopedia of Haunted Places: Ghostly Locales 
from around the World, with articles compiled by Jeff Belanger there is a 
chapter regarding the Christian Church Hospital at 2526 West Paseo (now 
2625 Paseo)iii, Kansas City, Missouri, established in 1927. A portion of the 
two page article regarding the hospital follows:  
 
… To the serving veterans and poor alike, it became well-known for its 
exceptional healthcare. It was so well –known that hundreds of citizens 
flocked to its corridors seeking cures during the 1919 flu pandemic. 
Unwilling to turn any away, the hospital took them all in. With little 
understanding of the flu virus, more died than survived. 

During the early 1900s the 
primary treatments of 
neurotic mental disorders, and 
sometimes psychosis, is 
psychoanalytical therapies 
("talking cures") developed by 
Sigmund Freud and others, 
such as Carl Jung. Society still 
treats those with psychosis, 
including schizophrenia, with 
custodial care. In 1908 Clifford 
Beers, a recipient of custodial 
care publishes A Mind That 
Found Itself, detailing his 
degrading, dehumanizing 
experience in a Connecticut 
mental institution and calling 
for the reform of mental 
health care in America. Beers' 
autobiography has the ring of 
truth and reason. While 
exposing abuses, he revealed a 
great deal about his inner 
suffering and confusion and 
about his provocative 
behavior when he was in the 
hospital. He condemns the 
abusive behavior of 
attendants and lack of 
supervision exerted by the 
physicians who should have 
helped to protect him and 
other patients who could not 
comply with dehumanizing 
hospital routines, but he also 
acknowledged his own illness 
and showed considerable 
respect for the physicians' 
knowledge and abilities.  

Within a year, he spearheads 
the founding of the National 
Committee for Mental 
Hygiene, an education and 
advocacy group. This 
organization will evolve into 
the National Mental Health 
Association, the nation's 
largest umbrella organization 
for aspects of mental health 
and mental illness. 
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Then in the years that followed the hospital was sold to the 
federal government, then abandoned, then finally bought in 1927 
by Dr. Robert Patterson, a European-trained and well-known local 
psychiatrist. 

Though trained in the most advanced theories of the day, 
methods of cures still included using chains, cages, wet sheets, 
beatings, and some say the worst of all, the ice pick method of 
frontal lobotomies,  for unruly and unresponsive patients. 

For 30 years Paterson continued using these methods. In 1957, 
even though he was in fine health, Patterson suddenly went 
insane and after all attempts at trying to cure him failed, his own 

staff made him victim of his 
own method, the ice pick 
lobotomyiv; Patterson didn’t 
live long afterward, and shortly 
after his death, the building 
was again abandoned. The city 
stepped in, bought the hospital, 
and used it to hold the 
criminally insane.  

For 20 more years the city used 
the same methods Patterson 
had used. Even though cruelly 
efficient at “cures,” the city 
decided it didn’t need the 
costly upkeep of the building 
and moved out of it in 1975 [the 

National Register of Historic Places 
states operation ceased in 1973]. 

Thus, it now stands crumbling 
and empty of the living. The 
marble exterior is slowly 

yielding to the elements, and its windows are empty of glass. But 
it hasn’t succumbed yet. The city finally sold the building to a 
private concern and it is now surrounded by a fence, as steps are 
being taken to turn the main hospital into retirement apartments. 
Progress seems to be very slow because no one wants to keep 
working in its haunted corridors.  

With doors opening and closing, unknown sounds, and tools being 
moved and thrown at workers, it may be quite a while before the 
hospital is redone. – By Tom and Sueann Poole. 

The Christian Church Hospital was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) in 2005, apparently after the previously cited 
article by Jeff Belanger was published. The NRHP web site states that:  
 

 
Figure 5 Emil Kraepelin 

(02/15/1856 – 10/07/1926) 
 
Emil Kraepelin was a German psychiatrist. 
The Encyclopedia of Psychology by H. J. 
Eysenck identifies him as the founder of 
contemporary scientific psychiatry, as well 
as of psychopharmacology and psychiatric 
genetics. Kraepelin believed the chief origin 
of psychiatric disease to be biological and 
genetic malfunction. His theories 
dominated the field of psychiatry at the 
start of the twentieth century and, despite 
the later psychodynamic incursions of 
Sigmund Freud and his numerous 
influential disciples, renegade and 
otherwise, appeared to enjoy something of 
a revival at the century's end. 
 
Kraepelin’s great contribution in 
discovering schizophrenia and manic-
depression remains relatively unknown to 
the general public, and his work, which had 
neither the literary quality nor 
paradigmatic power of Freud's, is little read 
outside scholarly circles. His contributions 
were to a good extent marginalized 
throughout a good part of the twentieth 
century, during the success of Freudian 
etiological theories. However, his views 
now dominate psychiatric research and 
academic psychiatry, and today the 
published literature in the field of 
psychiatry is overwhelmingly biological in 
its orientation. His fundamental theories on 
the etiology and diagnosis of psychiatric 
disorders form the basis of all major 
diagnostic systems in use today, especially 
the American Psychiatric Association's 
DSM-IV and the World Health 
Organization's ICD system. In that sense, 
not only is his significance historical but 
also contemporary scientific psychiatry is 
directly based on his findings and theories. 

 
 



Psychoanalysis has changed 

American psychiatry from a 

diagnostic to a therapeutic 

science, not because so many 

patients are cured by the 

psychoanalytic technique, but 

because of the new 

understanding of psychiatric 

patients it has given us and the 

new and different concepts of 

illness and health.  

Karl A. Menninger 
 

 



6 HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            

 

Construction began in 1914 on the Christian Church Hospital and was completed in 1916. The building 
was operated as a hospital until 1973 when the building was closed. The building is significant for its 
adaptation of Classical Revival architecture for an institutional building. A committee, including the 
hospital’s principal benefactor, R.A. Longv and architect Henry Hoit, visited other modern hospitals on 
the east coast prior to beginning the design process. Threatened by demolition and after more than 
30 years of abandonment, neglect and vandalism, the former hospital has been rehabilitated as 46 
affordable, senior apartments. The rehabilitation was completed in May of 2006. The project included 
the complete restoration of all exterior masonry and terra–cotta features. The 1930s casement 
security windows were removed and replaced with reproductions of the original fenestration and 
exterior doors. All the original interior terrazzo floors have been restored. The second-floor entrance 
lobby and waiting rooms have been restored with new marble walls and extensive plaster restoration. 
The skylights used to illuminate the original operating theatres have been reconstructed, as were the 
two exterior sixth-floor roof gardens. 
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Seeds for the Greater Kansas City Mental Health 

Foundation are Planted 

Late 1940s 
Kansas City's First National Bank became acquainted with Homer C. 
Wadsworth when he is engaged to advise the attorneys associated 
with four trust fundsvi held at that bank on ways to maximize the 
impact of the income the trusts devoted to philanthropic purposes 
generates. Wadsworth recommends that the funds be combined into a 
single entity, the Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations, to 
give a united thrust to their separate giving programs.  

During August, 1948 Arthur Mag, one of the founding members of the 
yet-to-be-organized Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation, 
received a letter of inquiry from a Mr. Oliver James of Phoenix, 
Arizona; Mr. James wanted to know the opinion of Mr. Mag regarding 
community trusts or foundation. Mr. Mag responded in a letter dated 
08/17/1948:  

Theoretically a community foundation or trust is sound. It affords an 
opportunity to the owners of large and small estates to satisfy a 
natural desire to help their fellow men. It should prevent 
overlapping, reduce administrative expenses and enable the 
trustees to continuously view the entire community picture. Most 
community trusts have as Trustees representatives of the banks and 
of the city government. If I were preparing a trust indenture I would 
only permit the chief executive officer of the city government to be 
on the Board of Trustees. Otherwise, there is often too much 
political influence.  

Kansas City, by charter amendment made an effort to establish a 
substitute for a community trust administered by the Mayor as an 
ex-officio member and a small group of citizens appointed by the 
Mayor. This has been a part of our charter for approximately twenty 
years [dated back to 1928]. I believe the total assets aggregate less 
than $20,000. It has not accomplished anything and never will as 
here corporate fiduciaries have neither any interest nor voice. The 
public fears politicians will one day control the fund. 

In an article entitled Trusteeship -- A.D. 1948: How A Group of Kansas 
City Foundations Surveyed the Problems of Their Community and Are 
Planning to Discharge Their Stewardship on The Basis of Facts and 
Expert Guidance -- Instead of Hunches and Community Pressures, which 
appeared in The Survey Mid-monthly, June, 1948, Wadsworth wrote: 
 

The trustees of the separate funds saw the value of the program. An 
informal understanding was reached to consider jointly: Kansas 
City's overall needs as the basis for the support of specific projects 

 

 

Figure 6 Homer Wadsworth 

Homer “Lefty” Wadsworth was born in 
Pittsburgh, PA in 1913, the son of a 
tugboat captain. When he was 5, his 
father’s leg was crushed in a tugboat 
accident, an injury which ultimately 
caused his father’s death in 1921. The 
loss of the family’s breadwinner put a 
severe strain on its finances. From the 
age of 9, Wadsworth supplemented the 
family’s income by performing odd 
jobs.  

After graduating from high school in 
1931, he was recruited by dozens of 
universities, including Yale, Princeton, 
and Duke. Wadsworth ultimately 
decided to attend the Univ. of 
Pittsburgh, where he majored in social 
science. By staying close to home, he 
would be able to continue to support 
his mother. 
 
Wadsworth’s progressive social views 
blossomed in college from seeds 
planted by his awareness of his 
mother’s daily struggle to raise her 
children on limited resources, the 
effects of the Depression, the woeful 
inadequacies of the public health care 
system to which his father had fallen 
victim, and the existence of racial and 
class prejudices against African- 
Americans and whites from poor 
neighborhoods such as his. 
 
For a more extensive biography of Mr. 
Wadsworth you are referred to 
Attachment B. 
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by each fund; a plan for continuous review of the total needs and services 
in the fields to be included in the study before seeking a final decision 
about any particular activity; the acceptance of the principle that the 
expenditure of money for any specific project should be governed by its 
relationship to the total community program; and that it should be not 
only a "worthwhile" activity but one which would provide the greatest 
possible benefit to the people of Kansas City. So far as we have learned, it 
is a joint undertaking without parallel.  

Thus the trustees of four large charitable trusts in Kansas City are 
meeting their challenge. It is hoped others will join them. Each trust will 
maintain its independence, it autonomy, its vitality, its identity; yet 
through cooperation and at a low cost to each, together they will furnish 
the key to progressive improvement on all fronts. As a consequence, 
great practical benefit can accrue to public and private agencies, through 
reduction of waste, revision of programs, increase and improvement of 
established community services, and inauguration of new ones.  

1949 
The Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations (KCATF)1 hired 
Homer Wadsworth as its director to head up the new conglomeration 
which held assets of nearly $10 million. In his letter of acceptance 
Wadsworth wrote: "The country is crying out for leadership at all levels of 
society, and especially in public affairs."  He later wrote, shedding light 
on the motivation for his career change. "And yet, our largest and 
wealthiest cities often find themselves hung up in important areas for 
lack of a few dollars."  
 
In familiarizing himself with the operation of charitable trusts, 
Wadsworth realized that when thoughtfully applied, even modest sums 
of money could be used to leverage for greater investments from other 
directions. This dynamic, it would later occur to Wadsworth, is similar to 
the action of the tugboats he had watched as a boy from docks alongside 
the confluence of rivers in downtown Pittsburgh. The image of a tiny 
craft guiding a ponderous ore barge through heavy river traffic with a 
series of well-placed nudges became his favorite metaphor for the power 
of the philanthropic sector he had now entered. 

  

                                                           
1
 Attachment C contains a List of Acronyms. 

 

  

Figure 7 Harry S Truman  
U.S. President, 1945-1953 

 
On July 3, 1946 President Harry 
Truman signs the National Mental 
Health Act, calling for a National 
Institute of Mental Health to 
conduct research into mind, 
brain, and behavior and thereby 
reduce mental illness. As a result 
of this law, NIMH is formally 
established on April 15, 1949. 
Also in 1946, Anna Freud, the 
daughter of Sigmund Freud, 
publishes The Psychoanalytic 
Treatment of Children, which 
introduces basic concepts in the 
theory and practice of child 
psychoanalysis; and Australian 
psychiatrist John Frederick 
Joseph Cade introduces the use of 
lithium to treat psychosis. Prior to 
this, drugs such as bromides and 
barbiturates had been used to 
quiet or sedate patients, but are 
ineffective in treating the basic 
symptoms of those suffering from 
psychosis. Lithium will gain wide 
use in the mid-1960s to treat 
those with manic depression, now 
known as bipolar disorder. 
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The Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation is Established 

 
1950vii 
The Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations (KCATF) establish Community Studies, Inc., an 
independent research agency, to investigate varying aspects of the city's assets and needs. KCATF 
Director Wadsworth recognizes that before anything of importance can be accomplished it is necessary 
to build the community's capacity to obtain and analyze hard data on which sound public policy can be 
formulated and pursued; he arranges meetings with the local elites whose cooperation is necessary for 
the success of the extensive social research. The Chicago School of Sociology's Committee on Urban 
Development rationalizes its choice of Kansas City as the site for Community Studies, Inc. with the 
statement that Kansas City had characteristics "that might be taken as typical, in most respects, of 
American urban life."  Simply put, Kansas City is large enough to possess the experiences of an urban 
center, yet is small enough to be a manageable case study.  
 
The result of the decision to study Kansas City is, with funding from the Rockefeller Foundation, at least 
three broadly interrelated projects with teams, both local and from Chicago, working in their respective 
specialties. One project is on social studies; another looked at 
aging; and the third is the Kansas City History Project, an early 
attempt to apply the social sciences to increase the understanding 
of the economic, social, and political evolution of a city. NOTE: The 
raw research including blind interviews, analysis, and other data is 
stored at the Western Historical Manuscript Collection Kansas City, 
University of Missouri. 

On 03/29/1950 a document entitled A Report of Mayor's 
Committee on Mental Health is published by a committee 
appointed by the Mayor of Kansas City to investigate the need for 
expanded mental health services in the Greater Kansas City area 
and to recommend the steps to be taken to initiate a coordinated 
program of mental health services. The Greater Kansas City Mental 
Health Foundation (the Foundation)viii, which is soon to be 
incorporated, is to coordinate and integrate existing public and private mental health services on a 
regional basis in a manner which cannot be presently carried out by the City. The City is to construct, 
furnish and equip a building to be known as the Psychiatric Receiving Center (PRC)ix in the vicinity of the 
General Hospitals of Kansas City.  

In an essay on the Association of Trusts and Foundations contributed to a 1972 book, Centers for 
Innovation in the Cities and States, Wadsworth wrote: "The Mental Health Foundation experience made 
it clear for all to see that a group of private citizens ... could carry out an important piece of public 
business, and on a basis considerably beyond the capability of the city government acting on its own." 

The Foundation is established on 05/25/1950; it has a Board of Directors with diverse community 
representation, including city administration, the city council, industry, banking, labor and professionals 
in medicine, psychiatry and law (For a list of individuals who have over the years served as members of 
the Board of Directors, see Attachment D.)  The Articles of Agreement states that the purposes of the 
corporation are: (a) to establish, operate, and maintain clinics, hospitals, laboratories and all manner of 
facilities for the diagnosis, prevention, treatment and cure of mental and emotional disorders, 
maladjustments, diseases and abnormalities and the care and treatment of persons affected therewith; 
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(b) to conduct research, experimentation and all manner of scientific investigation relating to the 
causes, effects, diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mental and emotional disorders, 
maladjustments, diseases and abnormalities; and (c) to conduct educational and training programs and 
courses of instruction in the field of psychiatry and in the diagnosis, prevention, treatment and cure of 
mental and emotional disorders, maladjustments, diseases and abnormalities and the care and 
treatment of persons affected therewith.  

An initial contribution of $350,000 from the KCATF enables the Foundation to develop teaching and 
research programs and clinical facilities for the treatment of both adults and children. These activities 
are planned and carried out in cooperation with the City government, the Community Chest, the Board 
of Education, Children's Mercy Hospital, and the Kansas University Medical Center. 

1951 
A contract between the Foundation and the City of Kansas City is approved by the City Council on 
06/04/1951; the Foundation is to provide psychiatric services in Kansas City General Hospitals #1 and #2 
and to assist in the planning and creation of the Psychiatric Receiving Center (PRC). At that time, 
admission to general hospital care in Kansas City is segregated on the basis of race. General Hospital #1 
admitted white patients and General Hospital #2 admitted African-American patients. 

During 09/1951 Milton E. Kirkpatrickx begins his duties as Director of the Foundation. Two months 
following his appointment, in November, 1951, Dr. Kirkpatrick is invited to appear on the program of the 
Fourth International Congress on Mental Hygiene in Mexico City, November 11-19, 1951. 

1952 
On 04/25/1952 Menorah Hospital of Kansas City, MO requests the Foundation provide the part-time 
services of a Clinical Director of Psychiatric Services for the hospital at the hospital's expense. The 
Foundation consented to do so. Shortly thereafter, on 06/01/1952 bids are requested for construction 
of the PRC. The award for General Contractor went to J. E. Dunn Construction Company. The 
construction is financed by a city bond issue of $600,000 voted for this purpose, and an equal amount 
made available by the United States  Service under the Hill-Burton Hospital Construction Act.xi  
 
A 06/23/1952 resolution authorizes the Foundation to participate in a research and training program 
(Child-Research Council) in cooperation with the School District of Kansas City, MO. 

1953 
Effective 01/30/1953 the Foundation merges with The Kansas City Child Guidance Clinic and the 
Psychiatric Unit of Children's Mercy Hospital creating an administrative unit to be known as the 
Foundation’s Department of Child Psychiatry.  

Federal support was received by the Foundation for a Basic Psychiatry Program. The trainees, after their 
first year, which has a focus on primary care, are anchored in a treatment team. As the competencies of 
the trainee increase he becomes progressively more involved in outpatient activities, insuring that he 
will have an opportunity to work with individual patients, couples and families over an extended period 
of time. The educational objectives, in addition to the learning experiences show a stepwise progression 
and are carefully evaluated. During the last year there is a 6-month rotation in Child Psychiatry and an 
elective period in areas such as psychotherapy, assistant team leader, psychiatric emergencies, and 
psychiatric consultation. The presence of other trainees (medical students, psychology interns, social 
work and nursing students) provide the trainee with opportunities to teach. 
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Diagnostic and treatment services are provided to children in the entire Greater Kansas City Community 
Chest solicitation area, excluding Wyandotte County, Kansas. Children with emotional and behavioral 
problems, along with their families are given assistance ranging from diagnostic and consultative 
services to long-term psychiatric therapies. The former type of service is offered to the Kansas City 
School District by contractual agreement; children at Children's Mercy Hospitalxii have psychiatric, 
psychological, and social work services available through an arrangement between that hospital and the 
Foundation. Similar types of services are provided at Ozanam Homexiii and Spofford Home;xiv and 
consultative services are provided to the Mattie Rhodes Centerxv and the Gillis Home.xvi  

The Dedication of the Psychiatric Receiving Center takes place on Friday, 10/16/1953, at 11:00 a.m., 
McCoy Street (now Kenwood Avenue) at Twenty-Second. The Address is made by The Honorable Oveta 
Culp Hobby, Secretary, U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. A pamphlet distributed at 
the event ended with the statement: The dedication of this building thus inaugurates a new and 
promising phase in the development of a modern program of mental care, an experimental program 
watched with considerable interest by cities throughout the country. The footnote for the pamphlet 
read: Mental Health is the sum total of man's social, emotional, 
physical and economic well being. 

1954 
The City of Kansas City, Missouri invites the general public to 
inspect the new PRC at an Open House on Friday and Saturday, 
April 16 and 17, 1 to 5 p.m. each day. The brochure heralds this as 
a milestone for Kansas City: It symbolizes the union of forces of 
the City Government, through the Health Department, with those 
of other public and private mental health agencies in a 
coordinated, well-developed program for the prevention and cure 
of mental diseases, public education in mental hygiene, research 
and training of professional personnel. Kansas City is the first 
municipality in the nation to do this. Later the pamphlet describes 
that the PRC: ... has equipment for modern shock treatments, and 
for recreation and occupational therapy, including woodwork, 
leather work, weaving, ceramics, and others. 
 
Patients are moved into the new PRC, beginning on Monday, 04/19/1954. Serving as the psychiatric 
section of the City’s General Hospital system, the PRC is one of the pioneers in community mental health 
using new psychotropic drugs and treatment therapies. Its two inpatient wards, admissions unit and 
discharge unit, emphasize community-oriented treatment and its outpatient program maintains patients 
while they continue to function in their community.  

In Made in Missouri: the Community Mental Health Movement and Community Mental Health Centers, 
1963-2003, author Paul R. Arn wrote that Robijn Hornstra, first superintendent of WMMHC commented 
that:  "At the time of the opening, the services consisted of a male and female inpatient unit with a 
capacity of 36 patients each. There is a screening clinic staffed by social workers, psychiatrists and some 
psychiatric residents; a small psychotherapy clinic; and the staff of the child guidance clinic, who had 
important contracts with the Kansas City School District for evaluation and treatment of selected pupils. 
During the day, the screening clinic is open for walk-ins and appointments. The entry point in the evening 
is the emergency room of the general hospital. The inpatient services are supported by a milieu therapy 
program, hydrotherapy, insulin treatment and electroshock treatment. The professional staff is 

 
We know from first-hand 
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employees of the general hospital system. The support staff included the business office, the record 
room, the dietary department, environmental services and the psychiatric aides." 

First community educational program “Education for Marriage,” conducted in cooperation with the 
Junior League of Kansas City, which feels communities are wise to invest in and support active 
preparation for marriage. A publication connected with the education program related: "Marriage is the 
deepest and potentially the most gratifying of all human relationships, but it is also one of the most 
demanding. Unfortunately couples seldom have more preparation than a little advice from their parents 
and a new set of china."  The program highlighted essential characteristics of a healthy marriage: both 
partners participate in the definition of the relationship; there is a strong marital bond characterized by 
levels of both closeness and autonomy; the spouses are interested in each other’s thoughts and feelings; 
the expression of feelings is encouraged; the inevitable conflicts that do occur do not escalate or lead to 
despair; problem-solving skills are well developed; most basic values are shared; and the ability to deal 
with change and stress is well developed.  

 

1955xvii 
PRC's Psychiatric Residency Training Program receives 
accreditation.  Attachment E of this document includes 
the names of individuals who did their residency at the 
PRC during the years that the Foundation had oversight 
of that facility.  

The education, training and research activities of the 
Foundation are developed, spurred on by U. S. 
Congressional passage of the Mental Health Study Act of 
1955.xviii The act authorizes the Surgeon General of the 
Public Health Service, to make grants to carry out a 
program of research and study of resources, methods, 
and practices for diagnosing, treating, caring for, and 
rehabilitating the mentally ill in the United States.  

In a 09/03/1955 letter, R. H. Felix, Director of the 
National Institute of Mental Health, Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, wrote to Arthur Mag: 

“Knowing that you are as interested as we are, I am sending you a copy of the Act and the Senate 
Report, which includes the House report, so that you will have a complete picture of the work which lies 
ahead.”   

A 09/09/1955 letter is sent to Arthur Mag by Mike Gorman, Executive Director, National Mental Health 
Committee, Washington, D.C. Mr. Gorman provided a summation of legislative activities affecting 
mental health during the 1955 Congressional Session. These included, according to the letter: 

 The Congress voted just in excess of $18,000,000 for the activities of the National Institute of 
Mental Health. While this is $500,000 more than recommended in the Eisenhower budget and 
about $4,000,000 more than last year’s figure, it does not represent a complete victory for us. 
The Senate actually voted close to $22,000,000 for the institute, but this figure was cut 
considerably in conference. Since most of the money voted by the Senate would have gone to 
new drug research and evaluation, as recommended by our Committee, we must double our 
efforts in the next session of the Congress to obtain money for this very vital drug research. 



No health agency can give health; 
the public itself must engage in the 
pursuit of health. Public interest is 
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evaluate. Through it all we move 

steadily forward.  

Dr. Vernon Winkle, Founding Board Member 
1955 Speech 
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 Our most important victory came with the enactment of the 
Mental Health Survey Act of 1955. This act provides for a 
three-year nationwide re-evaluation of our treatment of the 
mentally ill to be undertaken by a non-governmental body on 
the basis of a grant from the National Institute of Mental 
Health. The Congress appropriated $250,000 for the first year 
of this study, and it has authorized an additional $1,000,000 
for the following two years. Plans for this important study are 
already well under way. A Joint Commission on Mental Illness 
and Health, composed of 17 professional organizations in the 
field of mental health, has held several preliminary meetings 
and is now drafting an application for the study grant. The 
American Psychiatric Association and the National Mental 
Health Committee did the major work in drafting this 
legislation, and both our organizations will play an active part 
in the study itself. 

 The National Mental Health Committee placed particular 
emphasis during the past Congressional year upon the need 
for psychiatric research facilities. These facilities were 
included in a research construction bill providing $90,000,000 
in matching grants over a three-year period to institutions 
doing medical research upon any of the major diseases. The 
Research Construction Bill, S.849, passed the Senate 
unanimously in July, but was held up in the House because of 
the adjournment jam. Since the 1956 Congressional session 
will be the second half of the 84th Congress, the bill is still very 
much alive. We hope to obtain favorable action on it as soon 
as the Congress reconvenes in January. 

 Probably the most gratifying development during the past 
year has been the activity at the state legislative level. 
Preliminary reports from the Council of State Governments 
indicate record appropriations for mental health research and 
training activities. Toward the end of September we hope to 
have a tabulation of the state appropriations to mail to you. 
The 46 State Governors obtaining these increased 
appropriations, and we are very proud of them.  
 

While the committee is grateful to many members of Congress 
who helped us in our work this year, Senator Lister Hill deserves 
the deepest gratitude of all of us in the mental health field. He not 
only battled valiantly for increased appropriations for the National 
Institute of Mental Health, but steered the Mental Health Survey 
Bill through the Congress and pushed the Research Construction 
Bill through the Senate. I would strongly suggest a letter of thanks 
to Senator Hill addressed to him at the Senate Office Building here 
in Washington.  
 
 

Publications: 1956 - 1958 

1956: Anne Roe publishes The 
Psychology of Occupations, which is the 
first thorough treatment of the topic; 
George Miller publishes the 
Psychological Review article titled “The 
Magical Number Seven, Plus or Minus 
Two: Some Limits on our Capacity for 
Processing Information,” in which he 
coins the term chunk for memory 
researchers; Jerome Bruner, Jacqueline 
Goodnow, and George Austin publish A 
Study of Thinking, an important impetus 
for contemporary cognitive psychology; 
Sidney Siegel publishes Nonparametric 
Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences.  

1957: Corbett Thigpen and Hervey 
Cleckley, Three Faces of Eve; Calvin Hall 
and Gardner Lindzey, Theories of 
Personality; B. F. Skinner, Verbal 
Behavior; Leon Festinger, A Theory of 
Cognitive Dissonance; Charles Osgood, 
George Suci, and Percy Tannenbaum, 
The Measurement of Meaning, which 
describes the semantic differential 
technique for measuring the meanings of 
words; Robert Sears, Eleanor Maccoby, 
and Harry Levin, Patterns of Child 
Rearing; Charles Ferster and B. F. 
Skinner, Schedules of Reinforcement.  

1958: Donald Broadbent, Perception and 
Communication; Joseph Wolpe, 
Psychotherapy by Reciprocal Inhibition, 
in which he outlines progressive 
relaxation and systematic 
desensitization; the Journal of the 
Experimental Analysis of Behavior is first 
published by the Society for the 
Experimental Analysis of Behavior, with 
Charles Ferster as the editor. 
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I will keep you posted on developments. If you have any suggestions as to how we can better 
represent you here in Washington, I would be most eager to receive them. 

 
1956 
Minutes of the 06/13/1956 annual meeting of the Board of Directors of the Foundation report that 
Executive Director Milton E. Kirkpatrick suggests that some special committees of the Board might be 
appointed to consult with various staff members on problems affecting the Foundation's work and the 
operation of the PRC. He said that one of the most serious problems at the present time is that of 
personnel; five department heads having announced their decisions to leave the Foundation's employ in 
the near future. He said that the chief difficulty facing staff retention is the relatively low salaries 
authorized by the City of Kansas City for various positions. 
 

1957xix 
The Foundation initiates training programs for senior medical students at the University of Missouri’s 
School of Medicine in Columbia. 

The Research Department of the Foundation is established during 10/1957, to study the social and 
cultural correlates of mental illness with emphasis on psychiatric hospitalization.  Over the next few 
years research publications will include: Self-Conception, Social Class and Mental Health; Self-
Conception, Perception, and Communication; The Role of the Private Physician in Psychiatric Referrals; 
The Social Context of Referral to a Psychiatric Facility; Behavioral Organization and Response to 
Phenothiazines; Self-Conception and Ward Behavior in Two Psychiatric Hospitals; The Relation of 
Behavioral Constellations to Drug Use; A Redefinition of the Behavior Disorder Concept; Aspects of After-
Care; Depression as Social Disturbance; and Bilateral Carotid Pulse Tracing. 

1958 
Dr. Robert H. Barnes appointed Director of the Foundation, succeeding Milton E. Kirkpatrick. Robijn K. 
Hornstra, who served as the first Superintendent of the Western Missouri Mental Health Center and is 
former chairman of the Department of Psychiatry at the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of 
Medicine, stated in a first person interview conducted by Paul R. Arn during 2003: "That same year 
[1958], the PRC aftercare clinic is established. An important aspect of this event is that the clinic initially 
operated only one day a week after 5 p.m., when the regular 8 to 5 staff had left. All the inpatient 
psychiatrists and psychiatric residents are available to see their patients. The regular outpatient staff did 
not participate because of their unfamiliarity with the new medications. PRC staff also established a day 
hospital in a small space of one inpatient floor, which is used for a small group of patients. Both the 
aftercare clinic and the day hospital are prompted by the gradual success with the antipsychotic 
medications, which are shortening hospitalizations and are capable of preventing hospital stays. As more 
service components became part of the service array, it is very important to adhere to a 'no veto' 
principle once an assignment is made. No patient could be left dangling between services." 
 
Homer C. Wadsworth, KCATF Director, and his family are profiled in an article, “Our Children Deserve 
Exercise” in the 11/17/1958 issue of Sports Illustrated. That article stated:  

Shown above are 19 pieces of sporting equipment, seven children and two adults. Together they 
make up the family of Homer Wadsworth of Kansas City, a man who practices what he has 
undertaken to preach. Wadsworth is chairman of the Citizens Advisory Committee to the President's 
Council on Youth Fitness, a 129-man group that under his highly effective leadership has acquired the 
determination to see that those charged with developing a fitness program for American children 
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come up with something that meets the very real and very immediate problem. Wadsworth's long-
titled group is a large and scattered one dealing perforce through bureaucratic channels with a 
diffuse problem. To get a clear line on what could be done Wadsworth recently took stock of his own 
family's accomplishments. Harriet, 14, is a fine swimmer, plays golf with her father; Marjorie, 5, has 
already learned to swim; Alice, 12, "can do almost anything" from acrobatics to playing the violin; 
Robert, the oldest and most scholarly at 16, leads a Cub Scout troop, plays golf and basketball; Clark, 
9, is the family athlete, a strenuously competitive youngster who thinks and plays baseball "night and 
day"; Ethel, 7, is a good swimmer. Together the Wadsworth family’s [members] are campers, hikers 
and 'Kansas City's greatest picnickers.'  Looking at them, Homer Wadsworth has no difficulty in 
summing up what he thinks all children everywhere deserve: “the protection of soundly conceived and 
well-administered community services to promote healthy physical growth and development and the 
acquisition of modest skills in the constructive arts of leisure.” 
 

1959 
American Psychological Association accreditation of PRC clinical psychology training program; 
establishment of Screening and Diagnostic Service; graduate field work training for social work students 
launched at MU and KU.  
 
A survey is made during 01/1959 of the occupations of PRC patients. The results indicate clearly that the 
Foundation serves a wide range of people, most of who have been, and will again be, responsible, 
productive, tax-paying citizens of the community. The facts are these: of thirty men in the hospital on 
the day of the survey, eight work in unskilled jobs; four are in business; one owns his own business, and 
one is a highly educated professional person. Of 36 women, 11 are housewives; three are students; six 
are employed in the secretarial and sales positions; nine work in service occupations; two are in 
industry; and five are professional persons. 

Contractual agreement is renegotiated on 12/29/1959 between the City of Kansas City, Missouri and the 
Foundation to provide psychiatric services at the PRC, the psychiatric section of the City General 
Hospital. The Foundation pledges itself to aid in every way possible to increase the participation of 
private, state and federal funds in the support of the basic operation. Prior to the renegotiation the 
Foundation has operated the professional services of the PRC on a month-to-month basis. 

1960xx 
The PRC initiates Major Group Psychotherapy Service. The group psychotherapy treatment format is in 
demand in a healthcare delivery system increasingly concerned with effective and efficient methods for 
treating acute mental health problems and maintaining patients in the community. A larger service 
delivery system ensures a flow of patients who can be managed in a variety of types of groups. This 
requires the group clinician to become comfortable working in conjunction with a larger system and 
knowledgably delivering different types of treatment while continuing to use the group itself as a major 
source of therapeutic power.  

Early on the Foundation realizes the contributions that can be made by volunteers who can enhance 
care and help to build closer ties between the community and the mental health system. In addition to 
providing extra "hands" and support to clients and their families, volunteers help dispel the stigma and 
misconceptions often surrounding mental illness. By 1960 the Foundation has established relationships 
with the following cooperating volunteer groups: Alumni of Alpha Beta Sorority - University of Kansas 
City; Auxiliary of the Foundation; Beta Sigma Phi Sororities; Broadway Methodist Sunday School; Council 
of Churches of GKC; Council of Jewish Women; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; International Brotherhood of 
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Electrical Workers, Local No. 124; Kansas City Association for Mental 
Health; Kansas City Musicians' Association, Local No. 34, Links of Greater 
Kansas City; Pilot Club of Kansas City, Missouri; Prairie Planter Garden 
Club; Ray K's of Raytown; St. Margaret's Guild -- St. George's Episcopal 
Church; Sunshine Clubs; United Church Women. 

1961 
With an endowment of $12 million in 1961, the KCATF has less than 
$500,000 to distribute each year. Director Wadsworth appealed for 
assistance from the Ford Foundation's Director of Public Affairs to fund 
action-research in the city. KCATF had previously won a grant from Ford 
to support a metropolitan-government feasibility study.  

The PRC is the recipient of the coveted Gold Medal Award of the 
American Psychiatric Association for making the most progress in 
excellence of clinical services.xxi This is the first time the award has been 
given to a small acute treatment center. Objectives of the PRC include, 
but are not limited to: providing excellent psychiatric care to all patients 
in need of such care regardless of their ability to pay for this care; 
treating all patients with empathic respect for their right to safety, 
dignity, and confidentiality; teaching medical students the information 
and skills to be safe, effective, and empathic physicians; and developing 
the knowledge base and skills of residents who have chosen a career 
path in psychiatry so that they can be safe, effective, and empathic 
psychiatrists. 

1962 
A 07/20/1962 Kansas City Star Profile of Homer C. Wadsworth narrated 
that:  Homer C. Wadsworth has an enviable job – he gives away money. 
But like most such eye-catching enterprises, Wadsworth’s post has 
several strings attached. A main one is seeing that money is spent for the 
benefit of the Kansas City region. Another is to put each dollar where it 
will attract several more.  

Directs the Job. Wadsworth himself does not have the final say in 
distributing more than $700,000 which is handed out each year for 
charity by the Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations. But as 
executive director of the Association, he plays an important role in 
determining grants made by the trusts which have total assets of more 
than $13,000,000.  

What kind of man is this who has made a profession of administering 
gifts?  One who sees philanthropy as far more than gestures of kindness 
or simply bestowing largess like Lady Bountiful?  He is one who fervently 
believes in the future of Kansas City and is determined that the 
association should help the city live up to its potential as the metropolitan 
center of a vast region.  

“When I first came here,” Wadsworth recalled, “I was struck by the 
beauty of the city. I saw it as a capital city of an inland empire, one which 

Publications: 1959 – 1962 

1959: Noam Chomsky publishes a 
critical review of B. F. Skinner’s 
Verbal Behavior in the journal 
titled Language; Sigmund Koch 
publishes the first volumes of 
Psychology: A Study of a Science; 
Stanley Schachter, The Psychology 
of Affiliation; John Thibaut and 
Harold Kelley, The Social 
Psychology of Groups; Louis L. 
Thurstone publishes The 
Measurement of Values, an 
influential book on attitude 
scaling.  
 
1960: Daniel Berlyne, Conflict, 
Arousal, and Curiosity; Jerome 
Kagan and Howard Moss, Birth to 
Maturity.  
 
1961: Donald Broadbent, 
Behavior; Arnold Buss, The 
Psychology of Aggression; Carl 
Jung, Memories, Dreams, 
Reflections; Rensis Likert, New 
Patterns of Management; David 
McClelland, The Achieving Society; 
Keller Breland and Marian 
Breland, “The Misbehavior of 
Organisms” in American 
Psychologist.  
 
1962: Howard Kendler and Tracy 
Kendler, “Vertical and Horizontal 
Processes in Problem Solving” in 
Psychological Review;  Stanley 
Schachter and Jerome Singer 
publish findings that support the 
two-factor theory of emotion; 
Abraham Maslow, Toward a 
Psychology of Being; John Paul 
Scott, “Critical Periods in 
Behavioral Development” in 
Science; Endel Tulving, 
“Subjective Organization in Free 
Recall of ‘Unrelated’ Words” in  
Psychological Review; Thomas 
Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific 
Revolutions; Benjamin Winer, 
Statistical Principles in 
Experimental Design; Albert Ellis, 
Reason and Emotion in Psycho-
therapy. 
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will become more and more important as our nation grows,” he added.  

Gets a Surprise. “Like most Easterners I was surprised and enlightened. I had assumed Kansas City 
would be as flat as a billiard table, instead, I found it lay in a river valley, much like my native 
Pittsburgh. And then I saw evidence of unusual intelligence exercised in planning the city, particularly 
the parks and the southern residential part.”   

These favorable impressions gathered on visits in 1947 were recalled months later when he was asked 
to assume his present position here. On these visits he had helped prepare an analysis of community 
needs which led to formation of the Association. This connection with the Association’s founding was 
a major reason why Wadsworth was ready to leave his post as vice president of the New School for 
Social Research in New York in 1948 and guide the Association through its difficult period of inception. 
But first he sought assurances from the Association trustees that he would have a “real job,” rather 
than merely being an “errand boy.”  Once these were gained Wadsworth was ready to move ahead. 
“I was fascinated with the possibilities of an Association like this,” he said. “There is nothing that can 
be as useful as the proper use of money. Of course, money used badly can do great harm, indeed.”   

Knows the Problem. Wadsworth 
brought a broad background of 
training in government and 
education. But he brought 
something else, too, an awareness 
of human problems gained 
through the difficult school of 
personal experience. Because of a 
tug boat accident which crippled 
his father, Wadsworth learned the 
effect of prolonged illness on 
family finances. He started work 
when he was 9 years old selling 
newspapers and magazine 
subscriptions to pay his way 
through grade and high school; 
then came four years at the 
University of Pittsburgh thanks to an  
athletic scholarship and a place on the first-string basketball team, and part-time coaching at the 
YMCA. After graduate study at the University of Chicago and the University of Minnesota, Wadsworth 
moved into municipal administration, serving as administrative assistant to the mayor of Pittsburgh.  
 
Following service in the Navy during World War II, he returned to Pittsburgh as superintendent of 
parks and recreation before joining the New School. “I’ve had an unusual variety of experience,” he 
said, “and it has all helped me with my work here.”   

A brief rundown of the Association’s work in Kansas City indicates its invaluable contributions to area 
life. The Association set up Community Studies, Inc., area research agency; established the Greater 
Kansas City Mental Health Foundation; made important grants to the Rehabilitation Institute; gave 
sizable assistance toward developing the Children’s Mercy Hospital as a major child health center; 
helped organize the new medical center at the General Hospital, and underwrites projects to aid 
children from lower socio-economic groups in the Kansas City public schools.  

 

 

Figure 8  Gold Medal Award Presented by APA to the Foundation’s PRC 



18 HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            

 

Underlying all this is Wadsworth’s philosophy of giving. “We aren’t interested in spreading money 
around in conventional charity,” he pointed out. “We see the need for venture capital in philanthropy, 
as in business, capital for experiments which will provide the research for new knowledge, capital 
which will draw other capital. Kansas City is a good laboratory because we have the problems that 
beset human beings everywhere but they are of a manageable size that you can do something 
about.”   

Although a relatively newcomer to the state, Wadsworth has become an authority on Missouri 
education, particularly in Kansas City. Much of his knowledge was acquired through work on the 
Governor’s Committee on Education beyond the High School and as a member of the Kansas City 
Board of Education, on which he now is serving his second term.  

Interest in Schools. Perhaps because he struggled so hard for his own education, Wadsworth displays 
extraordinary interest in extending educational facilities to all who desire them. He is now chairman 
of a committee to determine ways of establishing a 4-year State university here. “I don’t care whether 
we have a private or a public institution,” Wadsworth comments. “All I care about is that we have a 
first-class one.”  *He continued+ “Right now Kansas City has an unusual number of people of young 
and middle age occupying important places in public life. You could assemble 75 from teaching, 
research, and professional fields who represent in quality a group comparable to the best in the U.S. 
Unfortunately business leadership hasn’t become aware of the talent developed here. We need a 
university to help us attract and keep this kind of talent.” Wadsworth continued.  

A Family Man. Of course as a family man Wadsworth is vitally interested in local education; the soft-
spoken, graying man who is approaching 50 has seven children, ranging in ages from 20 to 5. His wife 
is the former Miss Alice Crutchfield of Pittsburgh. “Our house at 800 West Sixteenth Terrace is like a 
settlement house,” he laughed, “with our seven and all the neighbors.”   

Wadsworth keeps in shape by keeping up with his active youngsters. “I have only one left to teach 
how to swim now,” he said.  

He is a consultant for the Ford Foundation and the U.S. Public Health Service and a trustee of Park 
College as well as a consultant to the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare on the problems of 
aging. He is chairman of the President’s Advisory Committee on the Fitness of American Youth and 
takes special pride in his children’s zest for athletics. “I’m a lucky man,” Wadsworth declared. “In my 
job I get paid for what I would do for nothing.” 

During 01/1962 the Department of Preventative Mental Health is established at PRC by a grant from the 
Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations; prevention technologies take three general forms: (1) 
prevention strategies that are usually delivered on a one-to-one basis within the context of traditional 
medical care; (2) behavioral prevention strategies, sometimes referred to as health promotion, that 
focus on adopting lifestyles conducive to health; and (3) environmental prevention strategies that are 
undertaken by a community to safeguard the well-being of all citizens.  The Department’s tasks are: to 
try to identify the major factors in the community that produce difficulty for the people who live here; 
to experiment with various methods of changing or eliminating such factors; to test the results of 
research through demonstration programs; and then to work with community agencies as they attempt 
to apply the findings of such studies. 

The first and the major activity undertaken by this new department is a five-year study in cooperation 
with the Kansas City, Missouri School System called the Youth Development Project. Support for this 
project is provided by a five-year grant of $229,000 from the National Institute of Mental Health. The 
Project is designed to: develop certain techniques for dealing with behavior problems in the classroom, 
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to test the feasibility for training teachers in the use of such techniques, and, further, to determine 
whether the use of these techniques in the classroom have any effect on the incidence of such problems 
as juvenile delinquency and psychiatric disturbance on the students of these teachers.  During the 1962-
63 school year, sixty sixth-grade teachers and approximately 2,000 sixth-grade students will be involved 
in a training and testing program. After 5 years, a follow-up study of the students will be made. 

1963 
The Foundation's overall program at PRC is designated as one of the eight model community mental 
health centersxxii in the country and the NIMH awards a demonstration grant for site visits and 
consultation to visitors engaged in developing comprehensive mental health centers. Also, the Missouri 
Legislature authorizes funds for the construction and operation of a short-term treatment center for 
psychiatric patients (Western Missouri Mental Health Center) in Kansas City, Missouri. Directors of the 
professional disciplines at the Foundation are hired as consultants to the Missouri Division of Mental 
Health to develop programs for the new facility.  

The First National Day Hospital Workshop is conducted September 16th to 18th with a project grant 
from NIMH.  

In an issue of the University of Missouri at Kansas City Alumni Bulletin, Homer C. Wadsworth, who at 
that time was serving as chairman of the Kansas City Metropolitan Area Committee on Higher 
Education, challenged all citizens in an article entitled Tasks for A New Era to help build new institutions 
to meet the new developments in Kansas City -- on Hospital Hill, in the proposed junior college district 
(Metropolitan Community Colleges), and at the University of Missouri at Kansas City. He wrote:  

The eyes of history is likely to see 1963 as the turning point in the life of Kansas City and its tributary 
region -- a year in which the great vitality of this community was channeled into enterprises which 
may well distinguish its future from its past. 

The evidence at hand is compelling. Legislative action and the wisdom of many people combined to 
establish a public university with large potentials for growth and development. A framework of 
control was erected to guide the total state effort in higher education. A stimulus to junior college 
expansion was enacted. An imaginative state-wide mental health program, with the Greater Kansas 
City Mental Health Foundation as one of the pivots, was authorized. The efforts of many local citizens, 
coupled with the powers and the purse-string of the City government, the leadership of the voluntary 
medical staff and the University of Missouri’s School of Medicine, completed the groundwork 
necessary to assure a modern medical complex and a medical school on Hospital Hill in years to come.  

These are achievements of high order. Their total impact -- and it is to be noted that they are quite 
interrelated, makes it possible to predict that Kansas City will take its place in years to come as a 
community singularly alert to its times, and capable of dealing well with its problems. 

Private giving will be vital to the full development of these enterprises. Two examples are now at 
hand which illustrate the point exceedingly well. The Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation 
has received $693,000 from the member trusts of the KCATF over a period of approximately 12 years 
[1951-1962]. This private support has generated a program of national significance, one that now 
operates at an annual cost in excess of $1 million, and draws its total financing from 12 or more 
sources. The consequence is a program of excellent quality, and one that will now begin to function in 
even a larger sphere as a major center of the state network as well as a teaching facility within the 
Medical Center complex.  
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The second illustration is of more recent origin. The member trusts of the KCATF and an anonymous 
party have matched funds to provide one-half million dollars to the Medical Center to enable this 
agency to acquire its key academic and research personnel over the next five years. While the Center 
has just begun to use this money in its search for outstanding teaching and research personnel, it is 
plainly evident that the availability of such funds greatly increases the bargaining power of the Center 
for the caliber of personnel that it seeks. This is particularly encouraging in view of the lack of 
facilities at Hospital Hill that are normally expected by persons in medicine and allied fields who 
pursue fundamental mental studies and teaching on a career basis. 

1964 
On 05/01/1964 the Board of Kansas City General Hospital and Medical Center assumes the full and 
direct administrative responsibility for the PRC and those parts of the mental health program which 
involve medical research, education and patient care given within the medical center complex. The 
Foundation retains its role as a cooperating body for these programs, and retains full administrative 
responsibility for service and research programs that have their primary purpose in the community and 
outside of the Medical Center proper. For many years it has been a major concern that the involvement 
of the Foundation in direct operation of psychiatric services has not permitted greater effort in the area 
of mental health as opposed to mental illness.  

Dr. Robijn K. Hornstra named superintendent for the projected WMMHC.  

Book Published by C. C. Thomas of Springfield, IL: Day Care of Psychiatric Patients. From the National 
Day Care Hospital Workshop held in Kansas City, MO, by Robert L. Epps, Executive Editor, Lee D. Hanes, 
Consulting Editor, with a foreword by Robert H. Barnes.  

Groundbreaking begins for renovation and construction work for the WMMHC (formerly General 
Hospital #2 building).  

Book published: THE COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER an Analysis of Existing Models. Washington, 
D. C.: by The Joint Information Service, American Psychiatric Association and the National Association of 
Mental Health, 219 pages. Addison M. Duval wrote in review that: The Community Mental Health 
Center: An Analysis of Existing Models is a timely volume which will be helpful in the National emphasis 
being given to the development of comprehensive community mental health programs. It is the product 
of a joint endeavor by The Joint Information Service of the American Psychiatric Association and the 
National Association of Mental Health in association with the Division of Community Services of 
Columbia University and the Department of Mental Health of the American Medical Association. Eleven 
programs are examined in some detail. [The third listed is the Kansas City, MO Psychiatric Receiving 
Center]. Comparisons of the programs are made in a number of ways and include administration, 
staffing, description of services, financing, training and research. Similarities and differences in programs 
are delineated. A common deficiency appeared to be the absence of adequate evaluation of efficiency of 
programs provided. This volume will be particularly helpful to program planners who are confused by the 
new concepts and emphasis on community programs rather than on the traditional state hospital. 

1965xxiii 
Day Care Center for severely disturbed children opens in Child Psychiatry Section under the auspices of 
the HEED (Help Educate Emotionally Disturbed) School; Forensic Psychiatry Program initiated to train 
psychiatrists who work with courts in evaluating an individual's competency to stand trial, defenses 
based on mental diseases or defects (e.g., the "insanity" defense), and sentencing recommendations. 
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There are two major areas of criminal evaluations in forensic psychiatry -- Competency to Stand Trial 
(CST) and Mental State at the Time of the Offence (MSO).xxiv  

Books published: (1) Metropolitan Kansas City Community Mental Health Plan by Helen E Doyle; Betty 
McGrew; the Foundation, Institute for Community Studies; Regional Health and Welfare Council, Kansas 
City, MO Mental Health Committee; (2) Comprehensive Children's Services; A Special Report by the 
Foundation; Jackson County, MO Court. 

Effective as of 05/21/1965 the Foundation begins providing base support, staff services, housing and 
bookkeeping for the Midwest Group for Human Resources. The main function of the Group is to provide 
skilled trainers and a setting in which groups can get together and spend varying periods of time looking 
at problems and how people in small groups relate to each other and attain better communication. 

The Jackson County Court requested via a 06/18/1965 court order that the Foundation make a feasibility 
study and survey of the entire field of children's services rendered in Jackson County, including a study 
of the Jackson County children's institutions. It is also ordered that all county employees cooperate with 
the Foundation in preparation of its study. The court order stated that the expense of the study and 
survey would be the obligation of the Foundation. The study is financed out of funds allocated by Kansas 
City Association of Trusts and Foundations. Internally this study is referred to as SCANS (Survey of 
Children’s Agencies Needs and Services).  

The SCANS study procedure consisted of the following steps: site visits to a number of local city and 
county facilities and services; site visits to the California Youth Authority operations at Sacramento, and 
to the service and research facilities for youth operated by a variety of law enforcement, juvenile, 
educational organizations, and colleges and universities in the Los Angeles area; consultation with 
representatives of local, state, and regional and federal organizations responsible for planning for and 
administration of health, welfare, rehabilitation, correctional, and educational programs; consultation 
with local elected and appointed county officials; and analysis of data derived from all of the above 
sources, and from published reports and scientific papers made available through these and other 
sources. 

1966 
WMMHC is dedicated on 03/11/1966 by Governor Warren E. Hearns; the Center’s buildings consist of 
the PRC connected with a bridge to the renovated former General Hospital #2, which had been gutted, 
and subsequently expanded for outpatient services. Emergency service opens; Day Program and school 
started in new Youth Services Center; Alcohol Services begin; Institute for Pupil Study established; 
format for delivery of clinical services redesigned and six treatment teams organized; Aftercare groups 
started in community centers; children's inpatient wards opened.  

The feasibility study requested last summer by Jackson County Court Survey of Children’s Agencies 
Needs and Services is completed and distributed on 05/01/1966. The report entitled Report on 
Comprehensive Children's Services brings out ways in which children's services can be made 
comprehensive and new activities developed.  

The specific objectives of the study were to: assess the current and projected needs of the population 
requiring services supported by County tax funds; secure information about the experiences of other 
states and localities in coping with similar needs through new programs and methods; assess the 
advantages of such new programs and methods, both socially and financially; explore potential 
utilization of federal funds available to communities for health, welfare, rehabilitation, and education; 
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develop an administrative format which would reduce the 
segmentation and dispersion of services, cited in the SCANS report as 
a major obstacle to the provision of comprehensive services to 
families and children; develop realistic cost figures for comprehensive 
services; develop, tentatively at least, plans whereby local and federal 
funds might be combined in a series of special projects, which when 
fully operational would constitute the elements requires for 
comprehensive services; identify the major legal bases permitting or 
prohibiting the operation of a significant portion of publicly supported 
services by the private non-profit corporation; and determine the 
advisability of the Foundation's assuming responsibility for planning 
and operation of such services. 

1967 
Minutes of a 1/12/1967 meeting of the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors indicates that the Foundation works with H. E. E. D. (Help 
Educate Emotionally Disturbed) School, later known as the Children's 
Special Education Center. H.E.E.D. is temporarily housed in the NE 
wing of WMMHC. The H.E.E.D School is a great example of how the 
Foundation picks up new programs, develops and advises them and 
then helps them to seek new resources. The same minutes report that 
the Foundation begins working in conjunction with the Institute for 
Pupil Study, a pilot diagnostic and consultative center funded by the 
U.S. Office of Education under Title III of the 1965 Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act through a subcontract with the Kansas City, 
Missouri School District. The chief focus of the Institute is to 
recommend various types of educational intervention to improve the 
child's situation in the classroom. 
 
On 01/15/1967 Foundation staff, as well as the rest of Kansas City is 
afflicted mentally when the Green Bay Packers win the first U.S. Super 
Bowl football game, beating the Kansas City Chiefs (35-10).  
 
The Midwest Group for Human Resources, which has operated with 
the Foundation's support since May, 1965, merges with National 
Training Laboratories as their Midwest Office on 06/01/1967.  

Community care expanded to neighborhood centers; expansion of 
Institute for Pupil Study to three Area Centers to serve Jackson County 
Schools.  Reassignment of three staff people in the Institute for Pupil 
Study were made on 07/01/1967: M. Duane Thomas was appointed as 
director of services of Area Center I at 2 West 40th Street; Helen E. 
Doyle will serve as Area Center II director; and Joseph H. Ford is the 
director of Area Center III. 

On 07/01/1967 the National Institute of Mental Health signs a 
contract with the Foundation to establish the first Epidemiology Field 
Station in the United States. A network of such stations follows for the 

1965 - 1967  
Publications and Speeches 

 
1965: Roger Brown publishes the classic 
textbook, Social Psychology; Fred Keller 
plans the technique called the personalized 
system of instruction (PSI); Stanley 
Milgram publishes controversial research 
on compliance; John Popplestone and 
Marion White McPherson orchestrate 
establishment of The Archives of the 
History of American Psychology at the 
University of Akron, Ohio; John Thibaut is 
the first editor of the Journal of 
Experimental Social Psychology; The Journal 
of the History of the Behavioral Sciences is 
established, with Robert I. Watson as its 
first editor; Nancy Waugh and Donald 
Norman publish “Primary Memory” in 
Psychological Review; Robert Zajonc’s 
“Social Facilitation” is published in Science; 
The Society of Experimental Social 
Psychology is founded in Chicago. 
 
1966: James J. Gibson, The Senses 
Considered as Perceptual Systems; Frances 
Graham and Rachel Clifton, “Heart-Rate 
Change as a Component of the Orienting 
Response” in Psychological Bulletin; David 
M. Green and John A. Swets, Signal 
Detection Theory and Psychophysics; Robert 
Rosenthal, Experimenter Effects in 
Behavioral Research; Julian Rotter 
publishes research on locus of control.  
 
1967: Ulric Neisser publishes Cognitive 
Psychology, which helps to steer psychology 
away from behaviorism and toward 
cognitive processes; Joy P. Guilford 
publishes The Nature of Human Intelligence; 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. presents an invited 
address (The Role of the Behavioral Scientist 
in the Civil Rights Movement) to a large 
audience at the annual convention of the 
American Psychological Association; Robert 
Rescorla publishes “Pavlovian Conditioning 
and its Proper Control Procedures” in 
Psychological Review; Martin Seligman and 
Steven Maier publish results of their 
research with “learned helplessness” in 
dogs; Richard F. Thompson publishes a 
widely used textbook, Foundations of 
Physiological Psychology. 



HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            23 

 

epidemiologic study of trends in emotional and psychiatric illnesses, patterns of service delivery and 
utilization and effectiveness of treatment modalities.  

Operationally, the Field Station will develop a ten-year study plan which will include surveying the 
following issues: (1) Physical, economic, historical, and other characteristics of certain selected 
geographical areas of the Greater Kansas City community; (2) Economic, social, educational, cultural, 
and other characteristics of the population of these selected areas, as well as the prevalence of different 
types of emotional disabilities; (3) Total mental health service utilization in selected parts of the Greater 
Kansas City community; (4) Patterns of mental health care in selected public and private treatment 
agencies and institutions; (5) Outcomes of such care for selected types of patients; (6) Costs of different 
types of mental health services; and (7) Relationships between the mental health facilities and other 
human care agencies, such as private physicians, courts, family counseling services, and other social 
service agencies. 

1968 
Effective on 01/11/1968 the Special Training Fund (STF) and Supplemental Service Fund (SSF) is 
recognized by the Foundation Board of Directors. The STF is made up of consultation fees to the Job 
Corps and is used for training purposes in psychiatry, psychology and social work.  

Associate Director Dr. Charles Wilkinsonxxv is named Acting Director on 03/20/1968.  

It is announced on 05/08/1968 that the grant from NIMH will pay for an epidemiological study of the 
Kansas City riots in April, 1968. It is a long-range, in-depth study that will be a cooperative effort with 
other groups seeking causes, comparisons of other cities' disturbances, etc.  

Contract commences on 07/01/1968 for a local narcotic addiction treatment and rehabilitation program 
(NARA) which involves approximately 20 addicts from the Kansas City area. Rehabilitation for returnees 
will coordinate all activities, including finding jobs, providing suitable housing, paying medical costs, 
clothing, work tools, etc.  

The Foundation Social Work Division launches sponsorship of the Key Friendship Club on 05/08/1968, 
which will be used to bridge the gap for post-hospitalized psychiatric patients between psychiatric 
hospitalization and home. The program will in time be enlarged to include rehabilitation projects, as well 
as a social outlet for those with few outside contacts.  

1969 
Dr. Charles Wilkinson's title is changed on 04/10/1969 from Acting Executive Director to Executive 
Director.  

During March RDI’s staff publish Epidemiological Field Station Report No. 1 (July 1, 1967 - April 1, 1968.) 
Information garnered from this study is necessary to identify the most productive methods for 
rehabilitation of the patient and correction of his environment and to plan programs for the effective 
delivery of high quality services to the community.  

It is reported on 04/10/1969 that the Foundation staff is working on an Impact of Treatment Outcomes 
grant, which will study the effect of various methods of feedback of treatment information to the clinical 
teams upon utilization of clinical services and patient adjustment.  

Effective 10/15/1969 osteopaths may now enter psychiatric residency provided they have had an AMA 
approved internship.  
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1970 
On 02/25/1970 the Foundation is granted a 9-month equivalent of $100,000 Model's Cities grant. The 
three section proposal includes the training of Mental Health Aides (one indigenous aide per Model 
Cities’ area)xxvi by the Foundation staff to contact and work with patients, drop-outs, case finding, and 
families of patients returning home from the hospital. The Model Cities Program is an element of 
President Lyndon Johnson's Great Society and War on Poverty; it originates in response to several 
concerns of the mid-1960s. Widespread urban violence, disillusionment with existing urban renewal 
programs, and bureaucratic difficulties in the first years of the War on Poverty has led to calls for reform 
of federal programs. The Model Cities initiative creates a new program at the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development intended to improve coordination of existing urban programs and to provide 
additional funds for local plans. The program's initial goals emphasize comprehensive planning, involving 
not just rebuilding but also rehabilitation, social service delivery, and citizen participation.  

A not-for-profit agency, KCMC (Karing for Children is our Main Concern) Child Development Corporation 
has been founded on 02/25/1970 under the Model Cities program with oversight by the Foundation.  

1971 
Dr. Robijn Hornstra and Dr. Charles Wilkinson continue to work with introducing courses at Menorah 
and St. Luke's Hospitals.  

Progress is being made at Model Cities Comprehensive Neighborhood Health Center (MCCNHC), the 
forerunner to Swope Health Services. Three hundred people have been interviewed for positions at the 
Center; the biggest obstacle is finding professionals.  Once the MCCNHC is up and going it will provide 
the following services: pharmacy; laboratory services; x-ray; transportation; adult physician; pediatrics; 
OB/GYN; dentistry, dermatology; optometry; nutritionist; social workers; public health nurses; 
neighborhood health workers; clinical psychological services; psychiatric services; patient education; and 
planning and evaluation.  

Book published: The Attitudes of Students at Black High Schools in Five Cities, during spring 1970 by 
Daniel U. Levine; the Foundation; University of Missouri at Kansas City, School of Education, and Center 
for the Study of Metropolitan Problems in Education.  

1972 
Jackson County Jail Diagnostic and Rehabilitation Unit in operation starting 03/15/1972; the unit deals 
with the changing of prisoners’ criminal attitudes through counseling and programming services. It acts 
as a linkage in maintaining the prisoners' relationship with their families and the community. The 
ultimate success of rehabilitation of prisoners with serious mental and behavioral problems rests heavily 
on this unit; the services it provides for the care and control of emotionally and mentally disturbed 
inmates enhances the prevention of suicide, homicide and other prison disorder.  

Book published: Adult Attitudes toward Educational Issues : A Summary of Major Findings by Franklin W. 
Neff; Mid-America Urban Observatory; United States: Dept. of Housing and Urban Development; 
National League of Cities; the Foundation. 

Special Meeting of the Foundation Board was held 05/30/1972 for the purpose of considering the 
adoption of resolutions authorizing and approving a pension plan and trust for the benefit of employees. 
Adoption was unanimously carried by vote of Board of Directors. 
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New Epidemiological Field Station Contract is accepted on 06/26/1972; 
NARA Program, in operation since 1968, has a new 3-year Contract 
approved. 

Effective 7/1/1972 the Impact of Group Counseling on First Pregnancy 
Mothers, a project which the Foundation will be conducting in conjunction 
with the City of Kansas City, MO Health Department and the OB 
Department at General Hospital, opens its doors. It consists of training 
public health nurses, who work in Health Clinics, in Group Leadership and 
Child Development. Grant awarded for a minimum of two years. 

In late 1972 the Foundation published a record of the contributions of the 
organization since its inception. In the opening salutation Executive 
Director Wilkinson wrote: While the past several years have been 
challenging and exciting, they have indeed taxed organizational capacity 
to respond imaginatively and flexibly to the changing community scene. 
The transfer of responsibility for clinical services [at the Psychiatric 
Receiving Center] to the State in 1970 afforded the opportunity for a 
rigorous self-assessment and for considering anew objectives and relevant 
areas of concentration in the future.  Inevitably perhaps, what emerged 
was a reaffirmation of a cherished and long-honored objective – that the 
major effort should be channeled into programs that gave promise of 
improving the quality of life in the community. Thus, while the Foundation 
continues its functions in the areas of professional training and of 
research, the former has been broadened to include non-professionals, 
and the latter has focused more definitively on basic problems of urban 
living. To these functions have been added consultation and technical 
assistance in health and mental health areas, and the initiation of needed 
action programs which ultimately can be taken over by existing or newly 
created community facilities. 

1973 
In a 01/15/1973 letter to Homer Wadsworth, KCATF Director, the 
Foundation Assistant Director James V. Spotts furnished Mr. Wadsworth 
with a copy of the Foundation's Second Annual Report on the program 
which created a comprehensive mental health service delivery system 
throughout the inner city of Kansas City, Missouri. Dr. Spotts wrote, “The 
program represents a highly coordinated joint venture between a variety 
of concerned community groups -- the City of Kansas City, Missouri; the 
State of Missouri; the Wayne Miner Health Center,xxvii The Model Cities 
Health Center; the Foundation; and two Federal agencies -- OEO and 
HEW.”  

Innovative achievements of the program include:  

 Mental Health Services have been integrated into the 
comprehensive neighborhood care system with emphasis on 
keeping people well and out of the hospital. 

 Small core staff in each health center provides high volume, high 

Publications and Events 
1971 – 1973 

 

1971: Albert Bandura publishes 

Social Learning Theory; the first 

meeting of the Society for 

Neuroscience is held in 

Washington, D.C., with Neal 

Miller serving as president; Allan 

Paivio publishes Imagery and 

Verbal Processes; B. F. Skinner 

publishes Beyond Freedom and 

Dignity; Elliot Aronson publishes 

The Social Animal.  

 

1972: Allen Newell and Herbert 

Simon publish Human Problem 

Solving; Robert Rescorla and 

Allan Wagner publish their 

associative model of Pavlovian 

conditioning.  

1973: Albert Bandura publishes 

Aggression: A Social Learning 

Analysis; Ethnologists Karl von 

Frisch, Konrad Lorenz, and 

Nikolaas Tinbergen receive the 

Nobel Prize for their research on 

animal behavior; Daniel 

Kahneman publishes Attention 

and Effort. 
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quality mental health services at a very reasonable cost.  

 Formal system linkage is forged between the Wayne Miner Health Center and the back-up 
psychiatric hospital to guarantee immediate availability of inpatient care when needed and post-
hospitalization follow-up care upon discharge. Similar but informal linkages were set up between 
the Model Cities Health Center and the hospital.  

 Residents of the urban area were recruited and trained as paraprofessionals and contributed 
significantly to the success of the urban mental health program.  

 Although it was initially a demonstration program, it proved so successful that both 
neighborhood health centers have assumed full financial and operational responsibility for its 
continuation.  

The Foundation believes this program has significantly enhanced the quality of health care services 
available to urban residents. In all its aspects, this unusually successful program stands as an example of 
what can be accomplished when community groups work together to meet citizens' needs. 

During the Funding Year 07/01/1973 through 06/30/1974 the Foundation has five concurrent NIMH and 
Health, Education and Welfare Grants; these are: Well-Baby Project; Juvenile Delinquency Project (6 
months) which evaluates the services system operated by the Kansas City Youth Service Center; Impact 
of Treatment Outcome; Psychiatry Training and Psychology Training. There is also a TASC (Treatment 
Alternatives to Street Crime) grant, principally funded by the Law Enforcement Assistance 
Administration (LEAA), a U.S. federal agency within the U.S. Dept. of Justice. TASC had a 10-month 
Tracking Unit and 7-month Diagnostic Unit.  

The Foundation provides consultative services to the Area Health Education Centers (AHEC) program, 
which is developed by Congress to recruit, train and retain a health profession workforce committed to 
underserved populations -- through community-based interdisciplinary training programs. 

During 1973 an article entitled “Correlates of Initial Treatment Assignment in a Community Mental 
Health Center” is published in the Arch Gen Psychiatry, 29 (4), pages 497-500. A total of 611 consecutive 
adult applicants to an urban mental health center received a standardized interview at application. 
Whenever possible, a standardized interview is also administered to a family member. Significant 
associations between initial assignment and the following variables are found: education, present 
occupation of head of household, age, race, person who accompanied patient to initial interview, type 
of psychiatric care during past five years, number of previous hospitalizations, diagnosis and number of 
presenting problems of an interpersonal nature.  

Book published: Preschool Screening Guide: A Handbook for Volunteers and Administrators by Laura 
Blackburn. 

1974xxviii 
Homer C. Wadsworth leaves his position with KCATF to accept appointment as director of the Cleveland 
Foundation. In a 03/20/1974 thank you letter to Dr. Charles Wilkinson, Executive Director of the 
Foundation, Mr. Wadsworth wrote the following: "Dear Charlie: The mailman staggered in the other 
day, bearing up just barely under the weight of a magnificent platter, suitably engraved. Alice and I are 
deeply grateful, Charlie. Do give our thanks to one and all. It shall serve as a constant reminder of a long 
association with the finest of the fine people in this universe."   

Publication: Hornstra, R. K. & Udell, B. (1974, March) A measure of delivery patterns in psychiatric care. 
Community Mental Health Journal. 10 (1). pp. 84-88. The ratio of a 1-year applicant count over a 1-day 
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caseload count is presented as a measure of delivery patterns or conversely utilization of services. These 
counts can be easily obtained. The practical use of the measure is illustrated by comparing the ratios of 
various facilities, of major diagnostic groups, and as an index of change of delivery patterns. 

The 08/07/1974 Board Meeting Minutes report that the following grants are funded: Strengths-
Weaknesses in Black Single Parent - Female Headed Families, funded in June; Cocaine Grant, funded 
06/01/1974, and headed by Dr. James Spotts; Drug Research Project (Person, Setting & Outcome in Drug 
Abuse Treatment), which has a starting date of 08/15/1974 and is headed by Dr. Hornstra. 

The Human Sexuality Resources Center is developed beginning in October 1974 and will operate under 
the umbrella of the Foundation. Founding body includes representatives from Planned Parenthood, 
UMKC, UMKC School of Medicine, the Kansas City Social Health Society, William Jewel College and the 
Foundation. The Center will: unite the energies of interested and competent people working toward a 
common goal of the fostering of healthy and positive attitudes about Human Sexuality and the 
enrichment of the human community; facilitate the exchange of present knowledge and resources with 
each other; foster the inclusion of other professionals in the area; create a coordinated set of objectives 
for programs in Human Sexuality; establish a central resource center with materials available for 
cooperative use of all members. 

In a 12/10/1974 letter to Homer Wadsworth who was now employed at the Greater Cleveland 
Associated Foundation in Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. Charles Wilkinson, the Foundation Executive Director 
wrote:  

We have recently completed an analysis of juvenile delinquency in Kansas City and an evaluation of 
the Youth Service System, a delinquency prevention program operated by the Kansas City Youth 
Service Center.  

Because of your interest in the problem of juvenile delinquency, we are sending you this copy of our 
report. We realize the report is longer than it should be and, therefore, we encourage you to read the 
summary of findings and recommendations.  

The portion of the report which presents an analysis of officially reported delinquency in Kansas City 
and the expected trend of juvenile delinquency through 1978 probably applies to most central cities of 
the country but has little relevance for suburban areas except to demonstrate that most suburban 
delinquency is not officially reported.  

The portion of the report concerned directly with the evaluation of the effectiveness of the Youth 
Service System in preventing delinquency through diversion programs contains information relevant 
to any delinquency prevention program, whether it be urban, suburban, or rural. This is especially the 
case for programs considering the case management approach in the delivery of services.  

We wish to point out that the techniques used in our evaluation, while considered adequate for the 
conclusions reached, have a number of limitations. These techniques are being significantly changed 
for subsequent evaluations. The revisions center: (1) on more precise expression of the measure of 
effectiveness -- recidivism -- to account for frequency, trend, seriousness and pattern of offense; (2) 
more appropriate methods of statistical analysis for treating nominal variables, and (3) the inclusion 
of more appropriate and objective individual diagnostic or assessment data.  

You may notice that the report presents a number of concepts about delinquency with which you are 
already familiar. These concepts and related data were included because the report was designed as 
an educational, policy-making, and planning tool for members of the Board of Directors of the Youth 
Service Center and other interested policy-makers and citizens of the community. As such, one of our 
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primary purposes was to outline how a community could operationalize the HEW National Strategy of 
Prevention through diversion and viable roles for youth. 
 

1975 
KCMC Child Development Corporation has grown rapidly during its first five years, opening child care 
centers and enrolling family child care homes in the Child and Adult Care Food Program throughout the 
inner city. That growth came to a standstill in 1975 when Model Cities is discontinued and KCMC is 
forced to cut back services. 
 
Effective 07/16/1975 the Cocaine Grant, by pre-arrangement, is succeeded by an Amphetamine Grant 
which is funded for the year 1975-1976. 

During the mid-1970s the Foundation supervisory staff and Board of Directors begun to ask themselves 
the following questions: Is the reason citizens started the Foundation still the driving force for the 
agency now?  If we had to do it all over, how would we define the reason for our existence? What are 
our objectives for the future? Maybe it’s time to take another look at our mission statement and revise 
it. The Foundation was started for a reason; briefly, the original mission statement is the Foundation’s 
moral or ethical position and its guiding principle; to paraphrase President John F. Kennedy, it wasn’t 
about what Kansas City can do for the Foundation, but what the Foundation can do for others.  

The Greater Kansas City metropolitan area is a different place from when the agency started; Dr. 
Wilkinson recognized that those changes are having an impact on what the organization hoped to 
achieve. The 1950 Articles of Agreement stated that the three-fold purpose (mission) of the corporation 
are: to establish, operate, and maintain clinics, hospitals, laboratories and all manner of facilities for the 
diagnosis, prevention, treatment and cure of mental and emotional disorders, maladjustments, diseases 
and abnormalities and the care and treatment of persons affected therewith; secondly, to conduct 
research, experimentation and all manner of scientific investigation relating to the causes, effects, 
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of mental and emotional disorders, maladjustments, diseases and 
abnormalities; and thirdly to conduct educational and training programs and courses of instruction in 
the field of psychiatry and in the diagnosis, prevention, treatment and cure of mental and emotional 
disorders, maladjustments, diseases and abnormalities and the care and treatment of persons affected 
therewith.  

Armed with staff members’ new vision for the future Dr. Wilkinson and the Board of Directors set out to 
write a new statement with input from all staff members. The new mission statement is to serve as a 
reminder of what the Foundation is to represent, what it hoped to accomplish and why staff go to work 
each day.  

1976 
On 01/06/1976 Executive Director Wilkinson sent a letter to staff in which he stated that the Board of 
the Foundation is attempting to re-define its role and its relationship to the Director's Office and Staff. It 
is felt important that Project Managers and long-time employees participate in the effort. Wilkinson 
suggested a marketing model which utilized the present environment (market); how the Foundation 
related to this environment currently; and the future -- what would the environment of the future be 
like and how would the Foundation relate to that future environment. 
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On 01/20/1976 Dr. James V. Spotts responded to Dr. Wilkinson's letter of 01/06/76; he wrote that: 
… as I see it the aims and goals of the Foundation have undergone considerable evolutionary change 
and development since the early to mid-1960s when the primary mission of the organization centered 
around the management and operation of one of the finest community mental health centers in the 
U.S. 

It is my perception that over the last decade the Foundation has evolved more and more into a social 
problem-solving organization for the metropolitan Kansas City Community; an organization which 
provides innovative (but needed) services and research for residents, special need groups as well as 
for planners and funding agencies at the national level. ... If one chose one could say the Foundation 
is in the social invention business. Thus this organization has made innovative contributions to this 
community in such diverse areas as development of needed health and mental health delivery 
systems for service agencies in the community; specialized rehabilitative programs  for children with 
learning disabilities; outpatient child psychiatry services for children in outlying suburban 
communities; an innovative diagnostic-rehabilitation unit for criminal offenders in the Jackson County 
Jail; the mental health component of the Area Health Education  Center (AHEC); professional support 
for the evolution, development and administration of the University of Missouri Medical School at 
Kansas City and the Kansas City Missouri Treatment Alternatives to Street Crimes (TASC) Program, to 
mention only a few of the projects this organization has been involved in during the last 4 - 5 years. I 
would doubt that there is another organization in this community that has made such substantive 
contributions to improving the quality of life in so many diverse areas as the Mental Health 
Foundation. 

What will be the environment or marketplace of this organization in the future? If the major emphasis 
of the Foundation efforts continues in the public sector the market will be a mirror and reflection of 
the human and social problem this county will face in the 1980s and 1990s. It would seem apparent 
that human problems which citizens, special needs and groups and the nation face will hardly 
ameliorate but will only be intensified in the last quarter of this century. I will list only a few examples. 
As an observer, my guess would be that during this period, citizens, municipalities and governmental 
groups will be faced with a host of complex social problems some of which may seem to defy solution. 
My guess would also be that there will be an even greater marketplace than today for organizations 
which have the professional expertise, talent and technological skill for effective social invention. ... 
We will probably be faced with an era of intensified crime and violence and increasing the use of 
planned violence such as by dissident groups for political purposes. What is to be done with such 
problems? How are we to understand them? How are we to cope with them? ... 

On 08/01/1976 Foundation staff published an article entitled “A Comparative Study of Neurotics Seen in 
a Community Mental Health Center and in Private Practice” in the April, 1976 issue of Hospital 
Community Psychiatry, Issue 27, pages 269-271. Summation: Differences that emerge in comparisons of 
persons applying for psychiatric care at a mental health center with those applying to the private sector 
are confounded by marked diagnostic differences beyond obvious social class differences. To circumvent 
that problem and to ascertain what differences, if any, persist after diagnosis is held constant; the 
authors examined demographic and psychosocial characteristics of neurotics in a one-year adult 
applicant population, the only major diagnostic group treated in large numbers and similar proportions 
by the center and the private sector. Findings showed that significantly more neurotic applicants in the 
private sector are medical referrals, are members of intact nuclear families, and do not have previous 
inpatient experience.  
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The Foundation opened a residential home (Woodland House) for the NARA and Drug Program for State 
Parolees (DPSP) at 1810 East 48th Street, Kansas City, Missouri.  

The agency had oversight over the Elderly Victim Assistance Program (funded by Mid-America Regional 
Council)xxix which is located in the County Outreach Office, Paseo at Brush Creek.  

Book published: Depression: A Community Concern. 

Word is received from the Director of Minority Studies on 1/17/1976 that the study of Daughters in 
Black Female Headed Families, which consisted of approximately 150 families, had been approved for 
funding. This research project is a sequel to the Mother & Son Project in which 100 families are studied. 
The first published material relating to the Mother-Son Project is published in the Journal, Psychiatric 
Annals, in mid-1977.  

Drug Research Project (Person, Setting and Outcome in Drug Abuse Treatment) is visited by a contact 
man from the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA). 

1977xxx 
Effective 03/15/1977, the Foundation returned to provision of psychiatric services at WMMHC, at the 
request of Missouri Department of Mental Health. The reason for this request rested with the fact that 
the Director of the Department of Mental Health, State of Missouri, felt that the State could no longer 
recruit and retain high caliber physicians through the structure of the merit system. He felt that an 
arrangement with the Foundation is the only means available for upgrading services. The State also 
wants the Foundation to serve as a model which could be emulated in other parts of Missouri, i.e., 
Columbia, St. Louis.  

The Saturday, 03/05/1977 issue of the Kansas City Times contained the article Black Mothers Teach Sons 
to Cope, Study Says.  Partially quoted here, due to the length of the article, it narrated: 

Like mother, like son? That conclusion might be reached from a study of how black mothers, left to 
rear sons without fathers at home, impart to their sons the ingenuity necessary for social 
competence. “Social competence is a broad term I’ve settled on to cut across a lot of definitions of 
‘making it,’” said Dr. Charles Wilkinson, executive director of the Greater Kansas City Mental Health 
Foundation, who headed the study.  Results of the study by Dr. Wilkinson and Dr. William O’Connor, a 
psychologist, appear to dispute previously held but not scientifically proved ideas of what happens to 
black males reared in a matriarchal environment. 

They *Wilkinson and O’Connor} found that if the mother used available community resources, such as 
social agencies, churches and recreational programs, her son was more likely to do well in school, 
and, to use the catch-all phrase, be more socially competent.  In short, if the mother was ‘making it’ 
so was the son. 

Using a research method originally designed to determine how rural dwellers related to the ecological 
system, Drs. Wilkinson and O’Connor gave the “coping strategies” of black mothers and their sons 
numerical values.  For example, a mother who was only a member of a church received a lower 
numerical value than one who was a lead singer in the choir.  In this way the researchers were able to 
quantify the coping activities of mother and son. 

One of the striking findings, Dr. Wilkinson said, was that the more successful mothers made more 
demands on their sons and had greater expectations for them than the mothers who proved less 
effective and used community resources less as socio-economic stepping stones.  “These so-called 
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successful mothers made certain expectations (for their son), but I don’t mean they were demanding 
mothers in the sense of being authoritarian or of being overly protective, though that could have been 
the case in some instances,” Dr. Wilkinson said. 

He [Dr. Wilkinson] said he found that as a rule when a mother’s economic situation improved, one of 
the first changes she made was to move to an area with better schools.  He said evidence indicates 
that upward bound mothers did so regardless of the number of children or their ages. “An obvious 
project for the future will be to answer the question, ‘How did these women learn to be the way they 
are? Who taught them how to cope so successfully?’” he said. 

Dr. O’Connor said success as a single parent apparently depends on giving a child nurturing, 
emotional support and instruction in what behavior is appropriate in given situation; as well as 
providing them opportunities for experience in dealing with society outside the family.  Such 
information is needed, he said, because single parent families are becoming more common. 

The 1970 census states that 9 percent of all white families and 27 percent of all black families are 
headed by women, he *Dr. O’Connor+ said.  In terms of the national population that means 13.5 
million whites and 6 million blacks live in families in which a woman is head of the household.  “The 
situation is real and with us,” Dr. O’Connor said. 

The Malpractice Insurance for Staff, Residents and Board members is obtained on 06/30/1977.  
The Foundation’s Board of Directors Meeting Minutes of 07/27/1977 report that 15 psychiatrists, 13 
residents and two consultants have been added to the Foundation payroll as of 07/01/1977.  

The Drug Research Project (Person, Setting & Outcome in Drug Abuse Treatment), which started 
operation in 08/1974 did not receive the extra year of funding that had been requested.  

The Board of Director Minutes report that the July and August issue of Psychiatric Annals featured the 
ecological research of the Foundation. The article can be summarized by stating that it is now possible to 
evaluate mental health services in a broad ecological context: to identify the particular combinations of 
services, community conditions, and client needs and abilities which contribute to the most effective 
treatment and prevention programs.  

1978xxxi 
The Foundation is administering two Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA) programs. 
Federal CETA money is given to local government entities to administer – handled by City of Kansas City, 
MO Urban Affairs Department which dispersed funding to the Foundation. The programs offer work to 
those with low incomes and the long-term unemployed. Full time jobs are provided for a period of 12 to 
24 months. The intent is to impart a marketable skill that will allow participants to move to an 
unsubsidized job. It is an extension of the Works Progress Administration program from the 1930s. The 
Act is intended to decentralize control of federally controlled job training programs, giving more power 
to the individual state governments.xxxii 

It is reported during a 07/19/1978 Board of Directors meeting that the Foundation is in the process of 
submitting two new grants. The first is to the Administration on Aging entitled "Effectiveness of Public 
Guardians in Assisting Older Persons;" the second to the Center for Metropolitan Studies, NIMH. 

On 09/20/1978 the study of Daughters in Black Female Headed Families is reported to be progressing 
well; research study reveals that on an overall basis, these single parent mothers have used welfare as a 
stepping stone and are resourceful in using the system to an advantage in bettering themselves. 
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1979 
Karing for Children is our Main Concern (KCMC) wins the federal contract to administer the Kansas City 
Head Start Project when the program is jeopardized by the dismantling of the grantee agency.  

NARA\DPSP has negotiated with the State of Missouri Department of Mental Health for a Purchase of 
Services Contract. NARA is funded as follows: 60 percent from NIDA Statewide Services, 32 percent from 
the Purchase of Services Contract, and a local match of 8 percent (this is made up from residential 
clients, outpatients, Board of Probation and Parole, Bureau of Prisons and CETA funds).  

Medical Practice Association Grant funded by State of Missouri, Department of Mental Health -- a 
service project which has oversight of the residents working at WMMHC. 

Paper Presented on 09/01/1979: Psychosocial Ecosystems: A Multilevel Model, by William A O'Connor; 
Stacey Daniels. Paper presented at the Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association 
(87th, New York, NY, September 1-5, 1979). Many ecological and systems research investigations first 
factor-analyze community participation patterns of mid-adolescent Black males, as well as the 
childrearing practices, life styles, and community setting available to mothers during their sons' lives 
from preschool through high school years. This single parent Black family appears to be a resilient and 
generally effective unit, with positive outcomes most typical for mid-adolescent males. Mothers 
frequently adopt life style strategies based on resources available from a complex of community 
systems most often organized around employment, informal social networks within the Black 
community, and limited public agency resources. Psycho-social functioning appears to be impacted not 
only by internal family process but also by complex patterns of interaction among family members and 
the surrounding community.  

1980xxxiii 
Foundation staff published two books in the field of research: Use and Abuse of Amphetamines is 
published by NIDA and Cocaine Users -- A Representative Approach is published by Free Press.  

The Basic Psychiatric Grant has been refunded for the 27th year, with a large cut in program funding. A 
decade ago the budget was $300,000 and the new budget has been trimmed to $36,000. 

It is announced on 05/14/1980 that while there are no residents at WMMHC in 1977 there are presently 
17 Medical Practice Association residents and it is expected that during 1980 there will be at least six 
additional residents. Description of what is expected of the residents: These psychiatric residents 
perform a full range of professional assignments in a full-functioning capacity. Considerable 
independent judgment is used to make decisions in carrying out assignments that have significant 
impact on services or programs. Guidelines may be available, but require adaptation or interpretation to 
determine appropriate courses of action. The job duties listed are typical examples of the work 
performed by positions in this job classification. Not all duties assigned to every position are included, 
nor is it expected that all positions will be assigned every duty: attends lectures and receives intensive 
training from both the resident staff and the consulting and teaching staff; receives training in 
psychopathology, psychotherapy, psychodynamics and other related areas; prepares assigned cases, 
makes ward rounds, and enters into clinical activities under the supervision of an assigned staff 
member; completes mental, physical and neurological examinations of patients on assigned caseloads; 
assists in the diagnosing and treatment of medical problems of patients; prepares case histories; 
maintains records, prepares reports, and conducts correspondence related to the work; performs 
related work as assigned. Job Qualifications: Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: considerable knowledge of 
the techniques and practices of medicine and surgery; considerable knowledge of the techniques 
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involved in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases and injuries; considerable knowledge of laboratory 
tests and procedures; ability to apply treatment methods under the direction of psychiatric staff; and 
ability to work effectively with emotionally disturbed individuals.  

Commencing during 06/1980 the Foundation is working with MARC on a Channeling Grant for the Aging 
-- a large multidimensional program involving a number of health and service organizations providing 
care for the elderly. 

In order to recruit residents for the Medical Practice Association, the Foundation, on 11/05/1980 placed 
ads in medical journals and a form letter soliciting applicants is sent to the Directors and/or Chairmen of 
the Department of Psychiatry of various medical schools throughout the country. 

1981xxxiv 
On 01/07/1981 contract amendment received from the State Department of Mental Health with respect 
to an additional five residential treatment slots being awarded to the NARA Program. The acceptance of 
the new clients into the NARA Program necessitates the hiring of an additional counselor. 

NIDA funds Predicting Adolescent Substance Abuse Study submitted by Dr. William O'Connor, 
02/01/1981. 

A 03/03/1981 letter is received from the City's Community Services Department which stated the City's 
desire to dissolve the relationship of the City of Kansas City and the Foundation in the operation of, 
through a subcontract, the TASC Program, to be effective 06/30/1981. 

Dr. Wilkinson informs the Board of Directors at the 04/01/1981 meeting that he will be going to Saudia 
Arabia in November, 1981 as APA consultant to the Director of Mental Health for that country. He will 
be gone approximately two weeks. 

The Physician and Psychiatric Service Contract with State of Missouri for services at Higginsville 
Habilitation Center is signed on 07/01/1981. 

1982 
The four billion dollar federal cut in social welfare programs has seriously curtailed the funding of grants 
the Foundation has already submitted. With this in mind, and with a subject line of LONG-RANGE PLAN, 
a 01/20/1982 letter is sent to leading staff by Dr. Wilkinson in which he writes: The financial and political 
environment in which the Foundation operates has changed significantly in the past year. Although a 
great surplus of funds has never been available, the present condition may be termed austere. Further, 
the philosophy of government has also changed. In essence, we are in a situation where the future of 
many programs is in doubt. In this environment, it is imperative that the Foundation make every dollar 
count and take the initiative to obtain additional funding from other sources. We must develop a plan 
showing where we are going and how much it will cost to get there. This plan may be used to plead our 
case to legislators as well as tap any philanthropic monies which may be available. 

The Foundation receives notice during 04/1982 of approval of accreditation from the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGMExxxv) for the General Residency Program for four years.  

In an effort to ensure that residents of the NARA Program have employment, Quality Cleaning Services, 
Inc. is incorporated in 04/1982 as a wholly-owned, for-profit, subsidiary of the Foundation on 
04/15/1982. The Corporation has the purpose of providing commercial and residential cleaning and 
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general janitorial services. A City business license has been obtained. Unfortunately no cleaning jobs are 
obtained and the Corporation is disbanded after a 90-day period of assessment. 

On 09/01/1982 the Foundation Board of Directors adopted the following as the Mission Statement of 
the Foundation: "The Mission of the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation is to provide mental 
health services in the areas of patient and client care, education and training, and research to enrich the 
quality of life for the people of Greater Kansas City."   Objectives of the Foundation include:  

Objective 1: Provide quality psychiatric and drug rehabilitation services for people of Greater Kansas 
City, regardless of funding source or ability to pay. Goals: 1-1 Maintain quality psychiatric and drug 
rehabilitation services; 1-2 Establish a psychiatric private practice organization; 1-3 Stabilize and 
enhance the child psychiatry program at WMMHC; 1-4 Increase the profitability of the NARA 
Program; 1-5 Achieve profitability for Quality Cleaning Service, Inc.  

Objective 2: Provide comprehensive training and education in the field of mental health. Goals: 2-1 
Stabilize the psychiatric residency program; 2-2 Develop and conduct, on a limited scale, both in-
house and external mental health seminars; 2-3 Develop training and consultation programs for use 
in the community; 2-4 Design a psychiatric nursing in-service training program.  

Objective 3: Carry out research in the field of mental health; research will be coordinated and 
integrated with services and training to enhance the Foundation's mission. Goals: 3-1 Maintain 
quality research performance in all research activities; 3-2 Increase the submission of research grant 
applications; 3-3 Explore other research opportunities in the mental health area; 3-4 Integrate the 
efforts of the Foundation's research, service and training elements; 3-5 Increase the publishing of 
scientific publications. 

Dr. Wilkinson commented on a recent article in the 01/01/1982 Kansas City Star with respect to a 
reduction in admissions to Western Missouri Mental Health Center. Under the new plan central city 
residents seeking care will go on a waiting list whenever 84 of the 96 available beds are filled. The 
change means residents of two areas in Kansas City will be required to seek treatment at a private 
hospital or be admitted to a community mental health center. The patient overload has caused tension 
for the staff due to the conditions. 

The Thursday, 06/24/1982 issue of the Kansas City Star contained an Associated Press article entitled 
Effects of disaster studies; the article referred to the July, 1981 Hyatt Regency Hotel skywalk disaster. xxxvi 
The article narrated: 

Disasters such as the collapse of two sky walks onto a crowd of party goers below at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Kansas City last summer can sometimes leave even veteran emergency workers 
troubled, authorities say.  Dr. Charles Wilkinson, of the Greater Kansas City Mental Health 
Foundation, told a seminar Wednesday that repeated memories, or flashbacks, were the most 
frequent problem cited by rescue workers as well as victims of the disaster. 

The weeklong seminar at St. Louis University was organized by the Rev. Eugene Grollmes to study the 
July 17 disaster, which killed 114 persons and injured nearly 200 others.  Fire and police chiefs, civil 
defense directors, paramedics and doctors from across the country are attending the conference in 
hopes of refining rescue techniques. 

Dr. Wilkinson said nearly 65 percent of the 100 persons interviewed in his study suffered flashback 
symptoms.  He said those answering the questionnaire cited fatigue, feelings of sadness and 
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depression and disturbed dreams and sleep as the next most frequent complaints.  “We should help 
educate mental health workers to their role,” he said.  “We need to impart information and help 
equip them to deal with the victims and themselves.” 

Publication by Foundation staff during 1982: Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1982). Ego development, 
dragon fights, and chronic drug abusers. The International Journal of the Addictions, 17, pp. 945-976.  

1983 
During 05/1983 Dr. Wilkinson is elected Treasurer for the Group for the Advancement of Psychiatry, 
which is a nation-wide organization which provides research and publication of contemporary topics in 
the mental health field. 

The NARA Contract is renewed for the period 07/01/1983 to 06/30/1984. 

The Medical Practice Association, which is a cost reimbursement contract, is renewed for the period of 
08/04/1983 to 08/03/1984.  

Partial list of Foundation articles or publications during 1983:   

Daniels, S., Wilkinson, C.B., & O’Connor, W.A. (1983). The psychosocial ecology of urban black youth. In 
William O’Connor and Bernard Lubin (Eds.), Ecological Models: Applications to Clinical and Community 
Mental Health. New York: John Wiley and Sons.  

Daniels, S. (1983). The relationship of employment status to mental health in black men from single 
parent families. Southeastern Psychological.  

O’Connor, W.A., Daniels, S., Klassen, D., & Wilkinson, C.B. (1983). Remote and recent life event 
predictors among black males from single parent families. Journal Developmental Psychology.  

O’Connor, W.A., Daniels, S., Klassen, D., & Wilkinson, C.B. (1983). Remote and contemporary 
individual, familial, and ecological predictors of social adjustment and symptomatic mental health 
status in black males from single parent families. Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1983) Effects of drugs on personality: Extraversion-introversion. Journal of 
Clinical Psychology.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1983). Psychopathology and chronic drug use: a methodological paradigm. 
The International Journal of the Addictions, 18(5), pp. 633-680.  

1984 
The Foundation receives NIMH grant, The Prediction of Violent Behavior, to develop a violence 
proneness index; Project STAR and Project Choice evaluation began, conducted for the Kauffman 
Foundation. Project STAR is an anti-drug and alcohol abuse program and Project Choice a program 
which guarantees college or vocational costs for certain high school graduates. 

Funding for Project STAR evaluation is granted by the Kauffman Foundation and the University of 
Southern California. Project STAR (Students Taught Awareness and Resistance) is a comprehensive, 
community-based drug abuse intervention program that uses school, mass media, parent education, 
community organization, and health policy programming to prevent and reduce tobacco, alcohol, 
marijuana, and other drug use by adolescents.  

Partial list of Foundation articles or publications during 1984:   
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O'Connor, W. A. & Lubin, B. (1984). Ecological Approaches to Clinical and Community Psychology. John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1984). The phenomenological structure of drug-induced  ego states: I. 
Cocaine: phenomenology and implications. The International Journal of the Addictions, 19(2), pp. 119-
151.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1984). The phenomenological structure of drug-induced ego-states: II. 
Barbiturates and sedative-hypnotics: phenomenology and implications. The International Journal of 
the Addictions, 19(3), pp. 295-326.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1984). Correlates of sensation seeking in heavy, chronic drug users. 
Perceptual and Motor Skills, 58, pp. 427-435.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1984).Drugs and personality: extraversion and introversion. Journal of 
Clinical Psychology, 40, pp. 624-628.  

Wilkinson, C.B. (1984). The symptomatic aftermath of a disaster: The Hyatt Regency Hotel skywalk 
collapse. American Journal of Psychiatry.  

Wilkinson, C.B. (1984). Psychiatry and the political process. An Editorial in American Journal of 
Psychiatry.  

1985 
During September at the Adams Mark Hotel in Kansas City, Ewing Kauffman welcomed more than 75 
teachers who were trained last year by Project STAR. The teachers also heard from Susan Newman, 
daughter of Paul Newman and Director of Special Projects for the Scott Newman Center, a drug and 
alcohol prevention resource center at the University of Southern California. Newman’s son, Scott, died 
of a drug overdose. 

Project STAR research has shown that the use of scare tactics or purely informational programs have not 
worked in discouraging drug usage. Young people think, “It can’t happen to me,” or “I can handle it.”  
Others simply become better informed, more sophisticated abusers.  Project STAR takes a “social skills” 
approach, recognizing that often young people become involved in drugs or alcohol simply because they 
did not know how to say no.  Project STAR teaches young people to recognize the many influences to 
which they are subjected, and the skills necessary to resist those influences.   

Partial list of Foundation articles or publications during 1985:   

O’Connor, W. A. & Klassen, D. present a paper entitled "Predicting Violence Among Ex-Mental 
Patients: Preliminary Research Results" at the Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 
San Diego, California. 

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1985). A theory of adolescent substance abuse. In J.S. Brook, D.W. Brook, 
D.J. Lettieri, & B. Stimmel (eds.) Advances in alcohol and substance abuse. 3/4, pp. 117-138.  

Spotts, J.V., & Shontz, F.C. (1985). A new perspective on intervention in heavy, chronic drug use. The 
International Journal of the Addictions, 20(10), pp. 1545-1565. 

1986 
Dr. Wilkinson published a 214 page book entitled Ethnic Psychiatry, Kluwer Academic Publishers Group 
(ISBN: 0306423065). Other staff published an article “Relationship of employment status to mental 
health and family variables in Black men from single-parent families” in Journal of Applied Psychology. 
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Vol. 71(3), Aug 1986, pp. 386-391. Reinterviewed, at a 6-yr follow-up, 90 Black males reared in female-
headed, single-parent households and initially interviewed at ages 16 and 17 yrs (the Foundation, 1977).  

In 01/1986 the Niles Home for Childrenxxxvii receives a grant from KCATF for additional psychiatric 
services which the Foundation has been requested to provide.  

The result of extensive evaluation in Kansas City of Project STAR is released. The results show a 
significant decrease in alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana use among the students who participated in the 
project one year following their participation. This decrease in tobacco, alcohol, and marijuana abuse 
was maintained for more than three years after program participation.  

During 1986 a full time senior psychiatrist was assigned to the large and continually growing Outpatient 
Clinic for the Chronically Ill (now numbering approximately 1,100 patients). This clinic has been divided 
into several units for ease of management and for improvement of care, e.g. Lithium Clinic, Young Adult 
Schizophrenic Project, Geriatric Clinic, Prolixin Clinic, etc. While medical coverage has always been 
provided, the presence of a full time person provides oversight of these efforts.  

Acute Day Hospital is established. Caring for people in acute day hospitals can achieve substantial 
reductions in the numbers of people needing inpatient care, while improving patient outcome. 

Effective 03/01/1986 The University of Missouri-Kansas City, School of Medicine, in conjunction with the 
Foundation, has selected a Coordinator of Medical Education to oversee the two-month psychiatry 
training of medical students. Funding for this additional training has not been determined at this time.  

Dr. Deidre Klassen has applied for a one-year extension of the Prediction of Violent Behavior Grant. The 
availability of funding will not be determined until July or October. 

The Foundation has received notice on 04/02/1986 of approval (renewal) of accreditation from the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) for the General Residency Program for 
another four years.  

Commencing 5/1/1986 the Foundation starts provision of psychiatric services at Municipal Correctional 
Institute (Contract with the City of Kansas City, Missouri) -- $750 per month, $9,000 annual is being 
performed. 

On 7/31/1986 the Medical Practice Association Physician and Psychiatrist Service Contract is supposed 
to end. However the end date is subsequently extended to 12/31/1986. 

Physician and Psychiatric Service Contract with State of Missouri for services at Higginsville Habilitation 
Center renewed for another year, effective 08/04/1986. 

The Monday, 10/27/1986 issue of the Kansas City Times contained an editorial entitled Turning Away 
the Sick.  The article stated: 

Slightly different players are illustrating a familiar problem, an inadequate treatment floor for the 
medically indigent.  The urgency involves the mentally ill who are poor. Publicly subsidized facilities 
here have such a shortage of beds the very sick may sit on their thumbs on a waiting list.  It’s a waste 
in a decent society, at best. Moreover, they may get sicker, hurt themselves, hurt someone else, 
destroy property, [and} further damage their children. Harsh suggestions, but they’re the kind of 
things that can go with emotional abnormalities, ignored and untreated.  No one knows whether a 
sick person will stagnate until his needs fit the system or he’ll take up a weapon and hurt his best 



38 HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            

 

friend. The family can’t tell, professionals can at best offer a theoretical judgment and certainly the 
psychotic patient doesn’t know: so why the paper shuffling about getting these people off the street? 

Attitudes and money. An ambivalent attitude about whether mental fractures are really illnesses 
ensures that public mental health programs are consistently underfunded. As if by providing just a 
little money, the state can keep from really committing itself to this as a legitimate sickness, on the 
other hand, a little placates activists who might fuss. 

Inadequacy starts with treatment research. It continues into care quality and enough of it. The state 
needs flexibility, for example, so such periodic bulges in the sick population now pressuring 
institutions can be met.  Those responsible for the mentally ill are doing a good job, considering 
restraints.  Community mental health centers are chronically short of beds for psychotic patients who 
voluntarily come to them begging for help but can’t pay for it. Western Missouri Mental Health 
Center is chronically full with those it has to serve, particularly those the court orders hospitalized. 

Here’s a message for the General Assembly as it pursues as overhaul of medical care delivery to the 
state’s lower income people. Data is being collected about scrimping hospitals and patients who can’t 
pay 5-figure bills. The difference between their problems and those of the mentally ill is that the latter 
often can’t even get in the door. 

A resolution is presented to the Foundation Board of Directors on 11/05/1986 in regards to action for 
the Foundation and Truman Medical Center to establish a program for Continuing Medical Education 
classes and seminars. The Continuing Medical Education will consist of accredited educational activities 
which serve to maintain, develop or increase knowledge, skills and professional performance and 
relationships that a physician uses to provide services for patients, the public or the profession. Dr. 
Wilkinson stated that the American Medical Association will inspect the program in early 1987. 

Effective 11/12/1986 word is received that the Prediction of Violent Behavior Grant is extended. The 
purpose of the project is to develop a violence proneness instrument to assess the probability of future 
violence of adult male mental patients who are believed to be at risk for violence. Such a project 
represents a ambitious effort.  

1987 
On 01/01/1987 the Foundation is certified by the Missouri State Medical Association to provide AMA 
Category I Credits for its CME programs. 

The Foundation Board of Directors initiates a Strategic Planning Process, beginning 07/1987, to clearly 
establish the goals and directions of the Foundation and the Board's role. Board members appointed to 
the Strategic Planning Committee included William Eddy, Chairperson; Jerry Bartlett, Dan Couch, 
Maureen Gamble, Nicola Katf, Marjorie Sirridge, Sandra Walker and Charles B. Wilkinson.  

The process begins by defining the Foundation's direction, and making decisions on allocating its 
resources to pursue this direction, including its capital and people. The plan deals with at least three key 
questions:  "What do we do?"  "For whom do we do it?"  "How do we excel?"  

The Board of Directors realized that in order to determine where it is going, the Foundation needs to 
know exactly where it stands, then determine where it wants to go and how it will get there; however, 
strategic planning itself cannot foretell exactly how the market will evolve and what issues will surface in 
the coming days in order to plan the organizational strategy. Therefore, Board members realize that 
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strategic innovation and tinkering with the 'strategic plan' have to be a cornerstone strategy for the 
Foundation to survive the turbulent lack of funding available climate.  

The Community Foundation funded grant for the Study of Racial Attitudes in Kansas City has been 
completed. Dr. Stacy Daniels finishes analysis of the data. 

It is announced 9/8/1987 that the philosophy underlying the Psychiatric Residency Training Program is 
the consistent belief that graduating residents should take with them a wide range of knowledge and 
the skills necessary to deal with the multiple problems confronting people living in rapidly changing 
times.  

Fundamental to these endeavors are the basic knowledge and necessary skills for diagnosis; mastery of 
a variety of treatment approaches which require an understanding of psychodynamics; knowledge of 
psychosocial factors and the continually emerging disclosure of biological factors related to mental 
illness; and a familiarity with health delivery systems.  

These considerations demand that the psychiatrist of today be a capable physician who is comfortable 
with and has an inquiring attitude when working with patients of different ethnic origins or cultural 
backgrounds, the elderly, and chronic mentally ill patients.  

A major effort is made by the training staff in helping residents in their development and inculcation of 
human values, respect for the individual, appreciation for the meaning of life and a healthy skepticism of 
biological reductionism. 

1988 
The Foundation Board Minutes of 01/10/1988 indicate that after discussion it was suggested and by 
vote approved that the following change be made in the agency Mission Statement: "The Greater 
Kansas City Mental Health Foundation provides mental health care for the population of Greater Kansas 
City with emphasis on inner-city indigents. Added functions are training of mental health professionals 
and conducting research on mental health issues." 

In August, 1988 Dr. Wilkinson is recipient of the E. Y. Williams Senior Distinguished Clinician Award; the 
award is named for psychiatrist E.Y. Williams, who became one of the first black physicians to chair a 
psychiatry department when he became head of the one at Howard University in 1952. The award is 
given annually by the National Medical Association’s Section on Psychiatry and the Behavioral Sciences 
and honors a senior psychiatrist and a PGY-3 or PGY-4 resident for "actual or potential outstanding 
academic, clinical, and administrative leadership . . . as they pertain to impoverished and/or minority 
populations in public psychiatry." 

Publications:  

Klassen, D., & O’Connor, W.A. (1988). A prospective study of predictors of violence in adult male mental 
health admissions. Law and Human Behavior. 12(2), pp. 143-157. 

Klassen, D., & O’Connor, W.A. (1988). Crime, inpatient admissions, and violence among male mental 
patients. International Journal of Law and Psychiatry, 11.  Pp. 305-312. 

Klassen, D., & O’Connor, W.A. (1988). Predicting violence in schizophrenic and non-schizophrenic 
patients. A prospective study. Journal of Community Psychology, 16.  Pp 217-227. 
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1989xxxviii 
The Foundation moves to its newly renovated office building at 2055 Holmes during January. 

Effective 11/1/1989 the Foundation transfers clinical services to WMMHC and Missouri Department of 
Mental Health. 

Funding for a Risk Assessment study was provided by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation's Research Network on Mental Health and the Law; there will be a subsequent supplemental 
grant from the National Institute of Health to interview the collateral informants.  

Background of Study: The public perception that mental disorder is strongly associated with violence 
drives both legal policy (e.g., civil commitment) and social practice (e.g., stigma) toward people with 
mental disorders. Selection criteria were: (1) civil admissions, (2) between the ages of 18 and 40, (3) 
English-speaking, (4) White, or African American ethnicity, and (5) a chart diagnosis of schizophrenia, 
schizophreniform, schizoaffective, depression, dysthymia, mania, brief reactive psychosis, delusional 
disorder, alcohol or drug abuse or dependence, or a personality disorder. Eligible patients were sampled 
according to age, gender, and race to maintain a consistent distribution of these characteristics across 
sites. Hospital data collection was conducted in two parts: (1) an interview by the research interviewer 
to obtain data on demographic and historical factors; and (2) an interview by a research clinician (Ph.D. 
or MA/MSW) to confirm the chart diagnosis using the DSM-III-R Checklistxxxix (or to confirm a personality 
disorder using the Structured Interview for DSM-III-R Personality when no eligible Axis I diagnosis was 
present). 

Dr. Charles Wilkinson resigns as Executive Director of the Foundation; Robert Blanc begins serving as 
Acting Executive Director. 

Publication: Klassen, D., & O’Connor, W.A. (1989). Assessing the risk of violence in released mental 
patients: A cross-validation study. Psychological Assessment: A Journal of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychology, 1(2). pp. 75-81. 

1990 
 The Foundation received a four-year contract from the National Institute of Health to conduct a risk 
assessment study assessing the risk of violence in people with mental illness. This study describes and 
characterizes the prevalence of community violence in a sample of people recently discharged from 
acute psychiatric facilities at three sites, one being WMMHC, Kansas City, MO. Prevalence rates for 
violence are derived from three sources -- self-report, reports of collateral informants, and official 
agency records. The violence is described in terms of the type of act committed, its target, and its 
location.  

The Foundation received an additional one year renewal from the MacArthur Foundation for the Risk 
Assessment Study. 

Effective 06/30/1990 Quality Cleaning Services, Inc., a corporation the Foundation started several years 
ago to provide jobs for the NARA clients, is dissolved due to inactivity. 

1991 
Kick-off session held during February, 1991 to develop a Strategic Plan, as the Board of Directors realizes 
that in a time of changing national priorities, allocation of resources presents a continuing challenge. 
The Foundation, deriving its support from private funders and governmental grants and contracts, must 
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be prepared periodically to redirect efforts in ways that are congruent with priorities of funding 
agencies. Currently, issues of equity and opportunity attract the attention of funders. Similarly, 
problems of homelessness and the consequences of drug abuse claim priority, both nationally and 
locally. One legacy of recent national political administrations has been the recognition that local 
problems must be solved locally, with minimal reliance on federal funding. Forging new partnerships in 
pursuit of community goals challenges local organizations. The Foundation, with its distinguished record 
of accomplishment in the areas of research, service, and teaching, offers a nucleus for the development 
of collaborative community efforts, bringing public and private funders together in support of common 
goals.  
 
NARA Program's Inpatient facility closed, but continued outpatient services. DOVE (Domestic Abuse 
Intervention Project) Program commenced operation, providing practical tools to change those values, 
beliefs, and behaviors which provide the foundation for use of violence.  
 
On 04/19/1991, on behalf of the Executive Committee of the Foundation, Ms. Rachel Goldman is offered 
the Executive Director position, following the resignation of Robert Blanc.  

On 05/15/1991 the Board of Directors is presented with a copy of the Foundation's Strategic Plan. The 
new Mission Statement reads: “The mission of the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation is to 
provide research, development, evaluation, and education in community mental health."  

Strategies and Action Plans to Achieve the Mission have evolved to varying degrees of maturity. 
Consider these separately as they relate various missions of the Foundation.  

Research: The research staff has already begun groundwork looking in the general directions of 
domestic violence and neurological predictors of violent behavior; bridging into the university and 
not-for-profit research organizations for collaborative efforts has been discussed with individuals in 
those institutions.  

Evaluation:  Evaluation staff has met with representatives of other community mental health 
organizations to offer consultation in design of experimental studies; expansion of the evaluation 
staff, one with expertise which complements the present staff, will be necessary.  

Treatment:  Moving the NARA Program to an approved facility is the first step in establishing its 
viability. Re-negotiating the Provider of Service contract with the State of Missouri will be an 
essential second step; as the Foundation plays a central role in the development of a new model 
program at a public housing development [T. B. Watkins Initiative] it may be appropriate to employ 
someone on a full-time basis to lead the project. It may be that the Foundation, of all the 
organizations which will be involved in the project, is the only one which has the freedom to assign 
someone full-time to lead the project through to a successful conclusion.  

Development:  Developing collaborative relationships among the mental health community, locally 
and at the state level, will require the specific efforts of a person not presently on the staff.  

Education:  Establishing collaborative educational efforts will, in the first instance, be an extension of 
the work of the individual who takes responsibility for the developmental activities of the 
Foundation.  

Rachel Goldman assumes the position of the Foundation Executive Director on 06/10/1991. Ms. 
Goldman is a graduate of the University of Missouri-Kansas City with an M.A. in Social Psychology. Her 
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most recent employment was as Director of Development and Evaluation at Comprehensive Mental 
Health Servicesxl in Independence, Missouri.  

Executive Director Goldman reported that staff had completed a federal grant application to the Office 
of Treatment Improvement for a drug and alcohol day treatment center in the T. B. Watkins Housing 
Project.xli  The State of Missouri has committed $100,000 for the project.  

At the 06/19/1991 Board of Directors meeting it was requested by Goldman that the agency Mission 
Statement be updated to include the words program (development) and addiction recovery. After 
discussion, the Board agreed to have the Mission Statement read: The Foundation's mission is to provide 
research, program development, evaluation, and education in community mental health and addiction 
recovery.  

The NARA Inpatient Program ceased operation on 08/15/1991 due to lack of State of Missouri funding.  

The Foundation is contacted during the fall, 1991 by the Jackson County Mental Health Levy Task Force; 
they have requested a brief synopsis of how the Foundation would administer and evaluate the funds 
provided by the Levy. In an Outline for Administrative Oversight of Mental Health Levy Funds, the 
following are listed as functions the Foundation proposes to offer: format existing needs assessments 
into a plan for addressing mental health needs of the community; work with mental health agencies to 
coordinate plans of care to meet needs and avoid duplication; using evaluation staff, evaluate 
effectiveness of meeting needs and accomplishing plans; develop criteria and review process for 
discretionary funds; and use research grant writing staff to collaborate on projects with and without 
matching funds. Use funds to attract additional funds.  

The 12/12/1991 Board Minutes indicates that the Foundation has received $10,000 from the Speas 
Foundation; the money will fund compilation of a directory of primary prevention for health and mental 
health services available in the Greater Kansas City Metropolitan Area. Health and mental health care 
providers and prevention/education programs in the Tri-County area will be surveyed; the purpose of 
the survey is to compile the resource directory and to identify programs for future funding priorities of 
the Victor E. Speas Foundation.  

Also during December 1991 the Foundation has been awarded a one-year contract for $26,258 by the 
Prime Health Foundation to support research in the effectiveness of a managed care model versus a 
non-managed care model. Tri-County's Comprehensive Mental Health Service's program will be 
compared to Research Mental Health Services and Comprehensive Mental Health Services Families First 
Program.xlii The Prime Health Foundation asked that the project report(s) be reviewed by the Board's 
Executive Committee and signed by the President indicating involvement in reviewing the program.  

1992 
The Foundation is awarded a contract for evaluation/technical assistance of the Jackson County Mental 
Health Levy Fund. In the 04/30/1992 issue of the Kansas City Star, Stacy Daniels, Chairman of the 15-
member Jackson County Mental Health Fund Board of Trustees remarked: "This is the first time we've 
gone into monitoring the effectiveness of how the money is spent."   

The decision follows the passage of a tax increase by Jackson County voters in June, 1991 that raised the 
mental health levy from 3.3 cents to 13.3 cents per $100 of assessed value. The Fund Board of Trustees 
had met with many consumers and mental health groups since the June election. Daniels said that the 
increase raised the Board's annual budget considerably; the additional money allows the Board to 
finance more programs at a time when the State of Missouri is cutting funding for mental health 
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services, hospitals are closing and consumers are being released to community-based treatment 
programs, Daniels said.  

The recipients of the money include: Comprehensive Mental Health Services; Swope Parkway Health 
Center;xliii Research Mental Health Services; Western Missouri Mental Health Center; Samuel U. Rodgers 
Community Health Center; Mattie Rhodes Counseling & Art Center; Transitional Living Consortium; the 
National Alliance for the Mentally Ill – Kansas City;xliv Child Abuse Prevention Association;xlv a consortium 
of Catholic Charities,xlvi Heart of America Family Servicesxlvii and Jewish Family and Children Services;xlviii 
Children's Place;xlix DeLaSalle Education Center;l Genesis School; Don Bosco Community Center 
counseling services; Metropolitan Organization to Counter Sexual Assault; Evangelical Children's Home;li  
Niles Home for Children; Crittenton;lii  Marillac Center for Children;liii Gillis Center, Ozanam Home for 
Boys; Spofford Home for Children; Hope House;liv NEWHOUSE; Rose Brooks Center; and the Salvation 
Army Children's Center.  

The Theron B. Watkins Initiative is funded offering culturally sensitive day treatment for substance 
abusers living at Theron B. Watkins Housing Development. There will be an alcohol and other drug 
abuse day treatment program established to complete the continuum of services at the Kansas City 
Community Center. During year one the Foundation, which is also providing process and outcome 
evaluation, will oversee the program, turning it over to the Resident Management Corporation in year 
two. A survey of T. B. Watkins residents indicates that barriers to treatment include: transportation, 
despair and low motivation from lack of job opportunities, waiting for a treatment slot, and lack of child 
care. Door-to-door outreach, on-the-job training for client graduates, independent living skills training, 
support for growth or expression of spirituality, on-site child care, transportation for treatment and 
comprehensive array of services – identified by a comprehensive assessment – including therapy for the 
extended family will actively engage abusers and their extended families.  

The State of Missouri provides the Foundation with funds to assist a Children's Trust Fund;lv committee 
established to conduct planning for the Fund; the evaluation is to commence on 07/01/1992. The 
emphasis will be on identifying priorities and defining an effective, culturally sensitive, outcome-
oriented evaluation design. Outcome data will be analyzed and interpreted with assistance from 
providers and the planning committee. This information will then be used to improve current programs 
as well as future evaluation designs. 

Office of Substance Abuse Prevention (OSAP)lvi Community Partnership Grant (Together Grandview) 
evaluation is still pending. The $790,000 federal grant money is to be used to turn a mostly volunteer 
effort into a quasi-governmental agency. The money will expand the group’s focus from anti-drug 
education to a substance abuse resource library and family service center. Together Grandview’s grant 
application calls for hiring eight staff members; they would start programs and offer training, which 
would include: educating businesses and senior citizens about substance abuse, cultural diversity and 
gangs; creating recreational activities for youth; and contracting with 16 Kansas City social service 
organizations to provide family support. The idea is to launch a citywide safety net for troubled children 
and families. The community partnership expects to reduce alcohol and drug use, as determined by 
surveys; decrease the school dropout rate at each grade level; and cut the number of people arrested 
for drunken driving. For additional information regarding this OSAP Grant please see an upcoming early 
January 1993 entry. 

Counselor’s Outcome and Effectiveness Evaluation performed by RDI staff for YouthNet of Greater 
Kansas City.lvii  YouthNet has facilitated the evolution of many programs into a more effective, 
coordinated youth-serving sector that can better ensure that quality youth development programs are 
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available for area children, youth and families. The focus was on three strategies: engaging young 
people, parents, youth-serving agencies, funders and other stakeholders to establish and implement a 
common set of standards of quality performance for youth programs; providing training, educational 
opportunities and a range of technical assistance to support agencies as they integrate the standards 
into their day-to-day operations; and, in collaboration with youth-serving agencies, defining a fair 
external monitoring and assessment process. 
 
On 07/17/1992 the Foundation received a letter from Missouri State Senator Harry Wiggins; Senator 
Wiggins enclosed a Resolution he introduced in the Missouri Senate honoring recently deceased Dr. 
Charles B. Wilkinson, who had served as the Foundation’s Executive Director from 1969 to 1989. 

Starting 10/01/1992 Foundation staff will begin work on a NIMH Collaborator Interview Add-On Grant, 
which will supplement the MacArthur Project.  

During 1992 Dr. William O’Connor made presentations at the following:  Missouri Organization of 
Defense Lawyers Annual Symposium; Missouri Division of Aging – Second Elder Abuse Conference; 
Veteran’s Administration Medical Center. 

1993 
In early January the Foundation receives a letter from the Department of Health & Human Services 
stating that the OSAP Community Partnership Study Program (Together Grandview) funding would not 
be granted. Their letter stated: We are sorry to inform you that these funds did not become available as 
anticipated. Therefore CSAP will not be able to fund any Community Partnership Study Programs under 
this RFA. 
 
Grant received from Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) entitled Access to Community Care and 
Effective Services, or the ACCESS program. This five-year demonstration project provides direct service 
dollars for outreach and case management to homeless clients with serious psychiatric and substance 
use disorders. 
 
The Foundation assumed management of the Women In Recovery program at Renaissance West.lviii  
 
The Foundation received a CSAT grant serving pre-/post-partum dually diagnosed women for T. B. 
Watkins.  
 
The T.B. Watkins Initiative Program, based at 825 Euclid, begins during January to provide substance 
abuse prevention and counseling service for residents of public housing. The target population includes 
primarily alcohol abusers and crack cocaine abusers. The day treatment (with overnight emergency 
relief to help clients through cravings) for 20 clients (99 percent of whom are African Americans) with 
child care for 30 of their children, will serve over 120 clients per year. A weekly alcohol and other drug 
screen will monitor client and staff maintenance of abstinence. All of this coupled with a strong 
aftercare program linked with local churches, and maintenance of extended family support systems will 
ensure a reduction in high relapse rates.  

The Friday, 02/19/1993 issue of the Kansas City Star contained an article entitled Drug use by teens 
declines; the article contained information regarding Project STAR which the Foundation has been 
evaluating for several years. The article discussed how drug use among Kansas City area public school 
students dropped significantly between the mid-1980s and 1991, according to a report issued by the 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. The most dramatic reduction came in teenagers’ reported use of 
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cocaine, with lesser reductions in use of cigarettes, marijuana and alcohol. A report of the survey results 
was prepared by Franklin Shontz of the Foundation. The 1990-91results are the most recent available [in 
1993] because there is a significant lag time to compile the communitywide sample. Researchers first 
compile the information for each school district. Researchers strive to ensure that students answer 
honestly by assuring them that their answers are confidential. Responses are consistent over time, 
suggesting a high degree of reliability. 

The State of Missouri has awarded a year 2 contract to the Foundation to continue evaluating the 
Children's Trust Fund. An Evaluation Manual is compiled which is to be used for developing effective 
evaluation plans for potential CTF programs. The manual explains the benefits of evaluation in terms of 
its importance in improving program effectiveness and increasing the likelihood of receiving funds. The 
information is based, in part, on evaluation components of previously funded programs. It can assist 
both applicants and CTF staff in developing and judging the effectiveness of proposed evaluation plans. 

The Foundation is contacted by the Missouri Association of Marriage and Family Counselors to provide 
training on quality assurance and evaluation. 

Boatmen’s First National Bank applies for funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation for the 
Foundation to do research regarding health providers (Senior Network). 

A  Target Cities Technical Assistance grant is received from the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention 
to create culturally diverse coalitions to fight substance abuse. 

Prime Health Foundation’s two-year Families First Grant commences. This grant is to assess the health 
and mental health care cost reductions as well as behavior problem and outcome improvements over a 
three year period resulting from an intensive in-home intervention program (Families First) based on the 
Homebuilders Model. 

Evaluation of Compeerlix conducted for Wyandotte Mental Health Association. Survey respondents—
clients, volunteers, referring mental health professionals and, for youth programs, parents/guardians—
indicated a high degree of satisfaction with the services and support of the Compeer program. While 
health care cost containment continues to be an area of concern, Compeer has provided a creative 
solution to deteriorating support systems through utilization of volunteers. Compeer volunteer 
friendships have been shown to save mental health dollars and favorably alter utilization of other costly 
services. The evaluation indicates that since being matched with a Compeer volunteer, consumers have 
experienced a positive impact in the following areas: decrease in psychiatric hospitalization rate; 
decrease in use of emergency services; increase in compliance with their treatment plans; and increase 
in compliance with medications.  
   
Pan Educational Institute grant worth $15,000 given to the Foundation to evaluate desegregation. 

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)lx Evaluation conducted for the William T. Kemper 
Foundationlxi to ensure that CASA volunteers are able to fulfill their mission, which is to be a child's voice 
in court.  Jackson County CASA recruits, trains and supports lay volunteers who act as advocates on 
behalf of the best interest of abused and neglected children, to ensure that every child involved with the 
Jackson County Family Court will end up in a safe, permanent home. 
 
Results of a multi-year NIMH-funded violence research project are published. The study came to the 
conclusion that learning, not culture, is the key to violence. Poverty does not breed violence; neither 
does mental illness, race or poor education. People become violent because they are taught violence by 
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their parents, friends and society-at-large. The implications of the findings, William O’Connor and Deidre 
Klassen have found, are that violence can be prevented by re-educating parents and by teaching violent 
people other ways to behave. Dr. O’Connor stated in an interview with Kansas City Star reporter Alan 
Bavley, that “If we maintain the mentality that there’s this small group that’s innately violent and we can 
put them away, that’s just not going to work. We’re going to have to recognize that each and every 
person born has to learn about violence to be violent. But attitudes can be changed. And what can’t be 
done in the family can be attempted in other surroundings.” 

Researchers monitored the behavior of area men discharged from a psychiatric hospital. The men’s 
police and hospital records were reviewed and the individuals interviewed several times over 18 
months. The researchers then used statistical techniques to analyze the data obtained. They found 
among the factors most likely to make someone violent: a family history of domestic violence or child 
abuse; parents who were alcohol or drug abusers, involved in criminal activity or mentally ill; and/or 
involvement with juvenile delinquent peers during childhood or adolescence. Although all the subjects 
of the study had been psychiatric patients, the researchers concluded that a history of mental illness did 
not predispose a person to violence. That was because there was no relationship between the severity 
of a subject’s mental illness and whether he committed acts of violence. 

The Foundation Board of Directors revises the Mission Statement of the Foundation: The mission of The 
Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation is to build research, development, evaluation, and 
education in community mental health. 

The 12/07/1993 issue of the Kansas City Star, Business Section, contained an article entitled Mental 
health group helps others grow: Foundation works with other organizations to set up and evaluate 
programs. The article stated: 

Lots of organizations, public and private, take as their mission the diagnosis and healing of mental 
illness and substance abuse. Yet who takes responsibility for evaluating those treatments, applying 
new research in the field and educating the public?  Those are the chosen tasks of the Greater Kansas 
City Mental Health Foundation. Founded in 1950, the non-profit Foundation uses research findings to 
develop new programs and services. 

Throughout its history, the Mental Health Foundation has helped sponsor other programs that have 
gone on to become significant free-standing entities. Some notable examples are the Swope Parkway 
Health Center, Western Missouri Mental Health Center Methadone Clinic; and the mental health unit 
at the Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center. 

Today’s the organization concentrates on evaluating projects run by other groups. It contracts with, 
among others, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation to evaluate teen-age substance abuse levels 
for the Project Star anti-drug program and the general effectiveness of Project Choice, which offers 
high school students a paid college education. 

“We’ve gotten into a pretty good groove,” said Stacey Daniels, director of research and evaluation at 
the Kauffman Foundation. “They know what our needs are. They communicate pretty well with us.” 

The Mental Health Foundation works with the Kauffman Foundation to survey 10,000 students in 15 
area school districts in grades 8, 10 and 12. They measure use of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, cocaine 
and other substances and prepare a report for each district’s superintendent. 

The Foundation also provides administrative oversight and coordination for the Jackson County 
Mental Health Levy, which raises $6.7 million a year through property taxes. The foundation allocates 
the money to a variety of service agencies in the county. 
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“We do on-site reviews of the agencies and look at their quality assurance and medical charts,” said 
Rachel Goldman, executive director of the Mental Health Foundation. “We also assess the cultural 
sensitivity of those programs; then provide them with assistance they might need to improve that.” 

The Foundation has achieved an increase from 48 percent to 90 percent on compliance with medical 
charting standards.  

“I think the mental health community in the county has benefitted greatly from this association, over 
and above what the dollars represent,” said David Buie, chairman of the Jackson County Mental 
Health Fund Board of Trustees. 

When Jackson County voters increased the levy several years ago, the board needed to develop a 
program to oversee how the money would be spent. It didn’t want to hire its own staff, so it turned to 
the Mental Health Foundation. 

“The Foundation had an outstanding reputation from the start,” Buie said. “They bring in expertise 
we would have spent years building.” 

But the project Goldman is most excited about right now is the T. B. Watkins Initiative. That project 
offers residents of the public housing development in the Northeast area of Kansas City a drug and 
alcohol treatment program geared to the needs of minorities. The Samuel U. Rodgers Community 
Health Center provides the actual drug treatment under contract to the Mental Health Foundation. 
The foundation handles the rest, through a web of relationships extending throughout the housing 
development. 

Goldman said the Foundation provides residents with transportation, child care and jobs in the 
program. It also offers family therapy, and community outreach sessions. 

“It is our thesis that the programs serving African-Americans must address cultural issues in order to 
successfully treat drug use,” Goldman said. “In this particular program we focus on issues regarding 
racism and how that affects self-esteem and drug abuse.” 

Because residential treatment is so expensive and because the relapse rate is so high, the Watkins 
Initiative is a nonresidential program where patients go for the day. It uses support structures within 
the community to reinforce its message. 

For example, the Foundation asked T. B. Watkins residents to help create the program   Watkins 
residents provide the child care. Neighborhood churches offer rooms for Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous meetings. 

The program has been in effect since October, 1992. The $510,000 budget serves 75 adults, plus child 
care for 30 children. About one-third of participants are graduating and remaining sober. “For a drug 
rehab program, that’s really quite excellent,” said Morty Lebedun, director of Tri-County Community 
Mental Health Services. 

In its fiscal year that ended June 30, the Foundation finished $149,200 in the black. That was an 
increase from $65,348 in 1992, which itself was a turnaround from a loss of $174,572. 

1994 
On 01/19/1994 a staff Strategic Planning Session was held, conducted by Gary Baker of the Kauffman 
Foundation. The question addressed during the session was: What are the future potential areas and 
opportunities that The Foundation can explore?  Potential areas and opportunities discussed included: 
youth prevention at-risk factors; national evaluation models; treatment alternatives; cultural issues; 
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grant development efforts; technical assistance to treatment providers; women’s issues; ecological 
factors; violence studies; and health interface with mental health. 

Project Safelxii Effectiveness Evaluation funded by Rose Brooks Center, Inc. The Foundation is to examine 
program effects by collecting information on participants, in order to determine whether and how the 
psychological status of elementary, middle and high school students changed over time. The findings 
were to be used to produce suggestions for program enhancement. Results were also to be used to 
describe and assess psychological changes that would lead to a reduction in violent behavior. 
 
Domestic Violence Evaluation funded by MOCSAlxiii/Institute for Law and Justice/National Institute of 
Justice. The Foundation serves as the local affiliate for a national assessment of law enforcement and 
prosecution efforts to address domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking training programs. Kansas 
City was the only national site specializing in sexual assault. The national study served an important 
function in better understanding the impact of these programs on agencies involved, the victims, the 
offenders and the community. 
 
To clarify its community role, the Foundation is renamed the Resource Development Institute (RDI); 
name implies developing resources through consultative supports.  Hereafter in this document any 
activity of what we previously referred to as being performed by the Foundation is now referred to as 
being carried out by RDI. 

1995 
The 4-H Afterschool Programlxiv Outcome Evaluation is funded by Community Foundations & Affiliated 
Trusts. Purpose of evaluation is to: (1) monitor program effects by collecting information on 
participants, in order to determine whether and how their academic performances and psychological 
status change over time. These findings will also be used to generate suggestions for program 
improvement; (2) describe and assess changes which occur over time in the group of teenagers who act 
as mentors. These findings will be used to describe the characteristics of this group, to identify program 
needs, and suggest how the use of mentors may be improved in the future. Individuals who performed 
most and least well will be identified and the data will be searched for factors that discriminate between 
those who performed their duties most and least successfully. On the basis of these findings, 
suggestions will be formulated for improving the mentoring program. 
 
Front Porcheslxv Demonstration Project Evaluation (commences 01/1995) funded by National 
Clearinghouse of Child Abuse and Neglect/Missouri Children’s Trust Fund. A qualitative evaluation was 
conducted to determine the success of the Program in reaching its stated goals and mission. 
 
Kansas City Consensus Promise Projectlxvi Empowerment Evaluation (1995 to 1998) funded by Junior 
League and Sprint. The evaluation consists of five components: initial process evaluation interviews with 
committee chairs; quantitative outcome evaluation questionnaires to be conducted with youth and 
adults in mid-1995 and 1996; qualitative outcome evaluation interviews with active participants in late 
1996; a focus group conducted with project stakeholders in late 1996; and a second process evaluation 
obtained from a survey of project committee members conducted in mid-1997. 
 
GOSlxvii Outcomes (Cross-Systems) Evaluation funded by Boatmen’s First National Bank.  RDI provides 
analysis and reporting of annual information in the group’s database.  
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Family Empowerment Project at Chouteau Court, funded by Rockefeller Foundation/Heart of America 
Family Services. Work begins 07/1996. 
 
Lee’s Summit Grant to Encourage Arrest Policies, funded by the Office of Justice Programs. This is an 
initiative of the City of Lee’s Summit in conjunction with Hope House.lxviii  Process, outcome and impact 
evaluations will be conducted to determine the effectiveness of the project at achieving its major goals. 
Interviews will be conducted with victims of domestic violence, community members, and with 
members of the Coordination Council. In addition, statistics gathered by the Lee’s Summit Police 
Department and the Lee’s Summit Municipal Court will be compiled and analyzed. 

 
Behavioral Intervention Support Team (BIST) Program Evaluation conducted for Ozanam. Evaluation of 
techniques taught to educators who deal with student behavioral problems. 
 
YouthBuild Program Planning Grant received from the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Office of Community Planning and Development. The planning grant will be used to 
establish an effective set of strategies to develop a program called Youth for Jobs. The fundamental 
approach will be to improve the overall lifestyle of participant youth and their families by providing 
youth with meaningful opportunities, choices, real decisions and by connecting them to resources and 
developing more responsive resources. After completion of the planning grant an implementation grant 
was applied for, but was not funded. 
 
O’Connor, W.A., & Szubka, M.H. (1995). Setting, victim, and perpetrator characteristics in a causal model 
of violent events.  Presented at the Fourth European Conference on Traumatic Stress of the European 
Society for Traumatic Stress Studies, Paris. 

 
1996 
Rachel Goldman resigns as Executive Director, effective 03/31/1996. Janine Johnson appointed as 
Interim Executive Director, effective 04/01/1996. 
 
Construction Training of Public Housing Residents for Heartland Housing Initiative commenced 04/1996. 
 
Evaluation Training conducted during 06/1996 for the Community Foundation and Affiliated Trusts. 
 
Evaluation of Jackson County Drug Courtlxix Enhancement (begins 07/1996) paid for by CSAT Crime 
Victims Act funding.lxx 
 
Centers for Disease Control Violence Prevention Program awarded. The intervention program with 
inmate parents will focus on creating pro-social behavior in youth by first teaching parents how to 
model this behavior. In addition, this program will teach the inmate parents more effective parenting 
skills and techniques, what to expect at certain stages of a child’s development, anger control and 
management skills, and conflict resolution.  
 
Community Resource Network/Assist/Cancer Action Planning funded by Boatmen’s First National Bank. 
 
Research regarding HB564 conducted for Joint Legislative Committee. 
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Janine Johnson, Interim Director between 04/01/1996 and 08/26/1996, turned over the leadership of 
the Foundation to Gloria Gray who began serving as Executive Director on 08/26/1996; she held that 
position through 02/20/1997.  
 
YESS Data Tracking, funded by the Kauffman Foundation commenced during 09/1996. 
 
AmeriCorps Counselor Outcome and Effectiveness Evaluation conducted for YouthNet, beginning 
10/1996, to examine the effectiveness of outreach counseling for the program. 
 
Evaluation Class conducted at the Henry W. Bloch School of Business and Public Administration, 
University of Missouri-Kansas City; the school prepares entrepreneurial and innovative leaders to meet 
the demands of a changing world and advances knowledge and practice through excellent teaching, 
scholarship, outreach and service. 

1997 
Evaluation of Domestic Violence Program conducted for City of Lee’s Summit, beginning in 01/1997 
(services provided by Hope House.)  Evaluation is funded by Office of Justices Programs. 
 
A revised evaluation design was submitted for the Front Porches Demonstration Project Evaluation 
which started during 01/1995 with funding by NCCAN/Missouri Children’s Trust Fund. Overall this 
decision was based on the need to capture the program’s richness, history and modifications made over 
time. This approach provides a record of how the program matured, successes and failures, and factors 
that impede and facilitate implementation. This approach also identifies barriers to replication of the 
program at other sites.  
 
Youth Violence Prevention Program funded by Centers for Disease Control’s National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control. 06/1997 to 06/30/2001.This four-year research project is examining the effects 
of parenting training on inmates in the Jackson County Detention Center. Six- and twelve- month follow-
up interviews included a process of tracking the recidivism of inmates and gathering input from children 
of the inmates and their caregivers. An evaluation component examined the effectiveness of training in 
promoting positive parenting and preventing child abuse. 
 
Girls Make a Difference Program, for the Circuit Court of Jackson County, Family Court Division, with 
funding from the Juvenile Justice Center. 
 
On 06/26/1997 Dr. Larry G. Ramsey,lxxi a 1953 graduate of Central High School, accepts the position of 
Executive Director; he was formerly the Human Investment Plan Manager of Project FOCUS (Forging Our 
Comprehensive Urban Strategy) Kansas City, the long-range plan for the City; before that Dr. Ramsey 
was with the Kansas City School District serving as Associate Superintendent of Planning, including 
research, evaluation and assessment, and finally served in the role of Acting Superintendent. Dr. Ramsey 
became ill shortly after having been appointed to head RDI and passed away on 09/13/1997. 
 
Evaluation of Child Custody and Visitation Mediation in IV-D Related Cases, done for the Family Court 
Division of the Circuit Court of Jackson County, Missouri (1997-April 1998). The advantages of mediation 
start with the fact that there is no agreement unless both parties agree. Participants do not give up 
control of the dispute to someone else to decide. Mediation: is usually less expensive than litigation; is 
confidential; is faster than waiting for a trial; preserves relationships by improving communication; and 
tends to produce lasting agreements because the parties have produced them. The evaluation found a 
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program implemented as intended and effectively providing a non-court alternative for resolution to a 
majority of families examined. In the group that attempted mediation, the process successfully 
produced agreements in 74 percent of cases. However, the data gathered also indicated that a 
noticeable minority of families did not avail themselves of the program’s services for a range of reasons 
that may be described collectively as “contact and compliance issues.” These issues included: failure to 
comply with the court order to enter into mediation, failure to attend scheduled meetings and 
appointments, or stopping contact that had been initiated. It was recommended that in the future 
Family Court may wish to consider strategies to increase the number of cases that attempt mediation. It 
was also suggested that future training in mediation techniques include more role-playing experience 
for trainees, and presenting additional examples representative of typical mediation interactions. 
Finally, both mediators and prosecutors consistently recommended the creation of a brochure to 
describe the mediation process. Program staff is responsive to this recommendation. At the time of the 
completion of the report, Family Court staff reported the development and completion of a program 
brochure. 
 
Spirituality in Aging and Health Evaluation is funded by the Fetzer Institute. The premise for the 
evaluation was that positive spirituality may reduce the sense of loss of control and helplessness that 
accompanies illness. Positive spiritual beliefs provide a cognitive framework that reduces stress and 

increases purpose and meaning in the face of illness. Spiritual activities like prayer and being prayed for 
may reduce the sense of isolation and increase the patient's sense of control over illness or disease. 
During November 1997 Bruce A. Eddy began to serve as Executive Director of Resource Development 
Institute. Eddy received a doctorate in community-oriented psychology from the University of Missouri-
Kansas City. Focus areas for his doctoral research included primary consumer participation in public 
policy and public administration. In his previous position Dr. Eddy served as Director of Technical 
Assistance of the American Association of University Affiliated Programs for Persons with 
Developmental Disabilities in Washington D.C.  
  

1998 
Strategic Planning is re-initiated to determine where RDI is going over the next few years, how it's going 
to get there and how it'll know if it got there or not.  
 
Paseo Corridor Safe Neighborhood, funded by Valley View Housing Corporation. Start 1998 to 10/2000. 
RDI is serving as the facilitator of a $250,000 HUD Safe Neighborhood Grant in the Paseo Corridor. Five 
of the public housing developments are located within these boundaries. This anti-drug and crime 
initiative brought together housing managers, families, law enforcement and service organizations in a 
community partnership. 
 
Business/Education Expectations (BE2) Partnershiplxxii Evaluation for the Learning Exchange. Foci of the 
evaluation includes nearly 1000 student observations, process evaluation of mentoring activities, and 
attainment of student learning outcomes. 
 
Annual reports continue to be issued for the GOS Outcomes (Cross-Systems) Evaluation.  

1999 
HOPE VI Evaluationlxxiii is funded by HUD monies provided to the Housing Authority of Kansas City 
(HAKC). 02/1999 to 06/30/2001. RDI serves as program evaluator of this project/initiative which is 
designed to address the need to improve a severely distressed public housing infrastructure. The 
program provides a mechanism for reconstruction of the Guinotte Manor public housing development, 
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supportive social services to foster individual, family and community well-being and economic self-
sufficiency; and a management infrastructure to plan and implement these activities within the HAKC. 
Initial tasks include: clarify, define, and finalize program goals and objectives; develop and implement an 
evaluation strategylxxiv; recommend improvements for HAKC forms and databases; and identify or define 
a baseline for each program. RDI provides an assessment of the accomplishment of program and service 
goals. Four additional contract tasks are ongoing. These are: develop or identify existing instruments; 
collect data; analysis and reporting; and Evaluation and Monitoring Committee capacity building. 
 
Hope House Empowerment Evaluation funded by Hope House. 06/1999 to 06/2002. Evaluation services 
will enable agency staff to develop, implement and utilize their own evaluation program. Over the long 
term, RDI staff will serve as sources of technical expertise, evaluating new services, revising instruments, 
carrying out statistical analyses, and making recommendations for program enhancement. The first 
purpose of the evaluation was to provide shelter staff with information about the effectiveness of their 
program. The second purpose of the evaluation was to teach the shelter’s staff how to design and 
implement a program evaluation. 
 
Rose Brooks Empowerment Evaluation, funded by Rose Brooks Center, 11/1999 to 09/30/2000. The 
Representative Case Analysis was part of the ongoing empowerment evaluation; the study was an 
attempt to better understand women who completed the treatment phase at Rose Brooks and received 
the Rites of Passage Ceremony.lxxv   
 
Pilot Study TANF/Section 8 Housing funded by the Housing Authority of Kansas City. Start 1999 to 
09/30/2000. This research and evaluation project investigates the needs of families who are receiving 
TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) and had applied for Section 8 housing vouchers. A 
random sample of families shared their experiences in the program and described their needs for 
housing. This information and a variety of other information will be used to provide recommendations 
to support public housing policies that increase program participation.  
 
Summary of Race Relation Reports Published Between 1991 and 1998 is prepared for Kansas City 
Harmony, with funding by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation. Harmony was seeking to initiate a 
Action Framework for improving race relations in Kansas City by distilling the conclusions from previous 
studies and task forces. RDI staff is compiling information contained in four major community reports to 
uncover both recurring and changing themes regarding race related issues facing our community. The 
four reports reviewed are: the 1995-1996 Mayor’s Task Force on Race Relations, the COMPASS Report 
(1991 and 1992), the MARC Urban Core Growth Strategies Committee Report of 1993 and FOCUS Kansas 
City published in 1997. Among recommendations in Harmony’s summary: 

 Improve recruitment and retention of minorities in professional fields and careers such as teaching, 
health and human services or financial institutions; 

 Increase minority leadership of representation of various professions such as management and 
board positions at financial institutions, school boards and the justice system; 

 Increase multilingual communication methods and tools – signs, forms and staff – throughout 
Kansas City;  

 Increase training in cultural diversity throughout all business, government and nonprofit segments 
of the community; 

 Organize youth-mentoring and education programs to break down barriers and promote 
understanding; 
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 Increase minority access to capital and financial resources such as housing, consumer credit and 
entrepreneurial ventures. 

2000 
Pilot Study of Arrestee Recidivism --Formal titles: 1) Preliminary study of recidivism among drug 
offenders; 2) Preliminary study of COMBATlxxvi displacement of drug offenders in Metro KC; funded by 
Jackson County COMBAT Commission. 06/2000 to 08/2000. RDI examined re-arrest rates comparing 
drug offenders to non-drug offenders and found that drug offenders had a 25 percent higher re-arrest 
rate after 18 months, had more warrants after 18 months and more prior felony convictions. The second 
study was a displacement study examining the qualitative efforts of COMBAT. Our findings did not 
confirm that COMBAT was displacing drug offenders into surrounding communities. 
 
Northeast Institute of Achieverslxxvii Process and Outcome Evaluation is funded by Samuel U. Rodgers 
Health Center. 07/2000 to 06/30/2002. RDI tracks student progress and emerging program needs. This 
evaluation gives parents, program personnel and funders information about grade improvements, 
attendance and behavior. It also identified ways that staffing and operations contributed to the 
program's impact on youth. 
 
The Family YWCA Initiative (FYI) funded by YWCA. Hourly consultation provided by RDI staff who 
researches literature on gender specific moral reasoning development. She identifies Loevinger Scale 
and reviewed scoring procedure.  
 
Capacity Building is funded by Ewing M. Kauffman Fund; includes upgrading computer software and 
providing training for staff. The resulting capacity allows RDI to rapidly code and enter very large 
quantities of survey data into computer databases. 
 
COMBAT Information and Effectiveness Fair lxxviii funded by Jackson County COMBAT Commission. 2000 
to 09/30/2001. RDI plays a key role in planning the event and designed an information-gathering 
process that gave COMBAT-funded agencies a way to communicate their achievements. 
 
COMBAT Drug Treatment Evaluation (ISAP) funded by Jackson County COMBAT Commission. 2000 to 
02/2002 (extended). RDI is conducting a project evaluation to identify the outcomes of COMBAT-funded 
treatment for persons under supervision. Key areas of the inquiry included recidivism, employment, 
drug use status, and education. The project also provided a demographic profile of supervised 
individuals receiving treatment services.  
 
Compulsive Gambling Treatment Evaluation funded by Port Authority of Kansas City.lxxix 2000 to 
04/2001. RDI provides evaluation design consultation for Tri-County Mental Health’s Compulsive 
Gambling Treatment Program. 
 
YMCA Outcome Measurement Project (WINNER’S CIRCLE); Later Name Change: YMCA STARS; funded by 
YMCA. 2000 (Winner’s Circle); Kansas through 08/01 and Missouri through 09/01 (STAR). The YMCA 
STARS and WINNER CIRCLE program were an after-school tutoring and mentoring program designed to 
meet the academic, social and emotional needs of at risk children in grades 4 to 6. Students’ classroom 
behavior and attitude were assessed by their teachers and students self-reported their perception of 
self and their academic abilities. Academic grades for each participant were tracked to determine 
improvement. In addition, youth coaches rated the students’ tutorial progress and the students’ general 
perception of the program. 
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Children’s Group Program Evaluation funded by Mattie Rhodes. RDI is conducting analysis of Children’s 
Group program. 
 
Art Center Outcome Evaluation funded by Mattie Rhodes. 2000 to 02/2002. Conducting an outcome 
based evaluation of after-school and summer activities at the Art Center. 
 

2001 
An article entitled “Challenges in research with incarcerated parents and importance in violence 
prevention” is published in the American Journal of Preventative Medicine, Volume 20, Issue 1, pp. 56-
62. This study uses comparison groups and repeated measures to evaluate an inmate parenting 
program. Subjects are inmates at a county detention center, their children, and primary caregivers. 
Challenges to program implementation and longitudinal research with inmates are identified, along with 
recommendations. Training material should use illustrated, basic language format. Acceptance and 
participation by inmates and staff require ongoing outreach and communication. Severed relationships 
are common and future research on inmates with stable family relationships is recommended; also 
integrating parent training into post-release programming is suggested. 
 
Grant Match Fund Evaluation, funded by Jackson County COMBAT Commission. 01/2001 to 01/2002. 
Evaluation will determine the community impact of the fund, and assist COMBAT in promoting a focus 
on results. 
 
MOCSA Sexual Assault Prevention Program/Kansas Attorney General's Office. 07/2001 to 06/30/2002. 
Evaluating the effectiveness of the program whose subjects included seventh graders in 1999-2000 at 
Piper Middle School and sixth, seventh and eighth graders in 1999-2000 at Argentine Middle School who 
were presented with the MOCSA curriculum. MOCSA staff identified program goals and outcomes for 
the project. RDI staff developed instruments, collected and analyzed data and submitted preliminary 
and final reports. Pre- and post-tests that were administered included the Dating Attitudes 
Questionnaire (only administered at Argentine Middle School), the Culture-Free Self-Esteem Inventories, 
the Coping Responses Inventory-Youth Form and the MOCSA Empathy Scales. A Negative Behavioral 
Observational Check-List was developed for the project as an instrument to be used to quantify negative 
behavior on the part of the students. 
 
Mental Health Court Administration funded by the Office of the County Executive of Jackson County, 
Missouri; starts 2001. RDI provides administrative and consultative services to the mental health court. 
This includes meeting facilitation (notification, set-up, minutes, etc.) and management technical 
assistance. 
 
Welfare-To-Worklxxx funded by MACRO International (Sponsors of the study were Midwest Research 
Institutelxxxi and the University of Missouri.)  RDI serves as the Kansas City research affiliate of this 
statewide initiative studying families who have left welfare. RDI provides research support services 
including locating and interviewing subjects. 

2002 
Mental Health Levy Evaluation continues to be funded by the Jackson County Community Mental Health 
Fund. RDI has assisted this public funder since 1992, providing monitoring, technical assistance, and 
policy development. RDI’s monitoring supports accountability to taxpayers and assists a volunteer Board 
of Trustees to manage outcome-based funding programs. 
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Project Dual Focus, is funded by SAMHSA in the amount of $80,300 for year one (2002) and $95,000 for 
years two and three; to continue 2002 to 09/2005 (extended to 05/2006). RDI will work with staff of 
Truman Medical Center, Inc.’s Homeless Support Project to evaluate the projects fidelity to 
implementation plans; service delivery processes and training; and program outcomes at three levels: 
client, service provider, and service delivery system. Staff will regularly share interim findings from the 
evaluation with a variety of stakeholders to support improvement in the quality of services delivered. 
 
Missouri TANF Survey funded by The University of Kansas Policy Research Institute. 2002 to 05/31/2003.  
RDI is conducting field tracking for difficult to reach, recent TANF recipients to facilitate them 
completing a survey about their experience with the welfare system. 
 
Teen Survey (formerly Project STAR) is funded by Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation 2002 to 06/2003. 
An outgrowth of Project STAR, the survey provides reports on substance use and teen opinions using 
data gathered from over 10,000 students in the Kansas City area. 
 
Mental Health Information Networklxxxii funded by Bank of America. A pilot version of an information 
network to be utilized by mental health agencies is being developed and tested at selected 
organizations. 
 
Jackson County Mental Health Strategic Planning Committee, funded by Office of County Executive of 
Jackson County, Missouri. 07/2002 to 06/2004. RDI provides administrative services (especially technical 
assistance and consultation) and logistics. 
 
KC Futures 150lxxxiii and Beyond Internship Youth Program funded by Pan-Educational Institute. 10/2002 
to 12/2003. Adjudicated and at-risk youth between the ages of fourteen and twenty-one are provided 
with the opportunity to work as paid interns with individual artists or arts organizations. RDI is using a 
“pre-post-post” approach in evaluating service delivery processes and outcomes. Predicted outcomes 
include: participants will improve their attitude towards authority in the work setting as indicated by 
increased scores on the Authority Indexlxxxiv pre- and post-tests; participants will improve their personal 
self-esteem and defensiveness as indicated by increased scores on the Culture-Free Self-Esteem 
Inventory-2 (CFSEI-2)lxxxv pre- and post-test.  
 
Cross-System Analysis funded by GOS Consortium/Cornerstones of Carelxxxvi 02/1995 to 09/2003. RDI 
provides analysis and reporting of annual information in electronic databases entitled: Baseline 
Assessment, Follow-Up Outcomes Assessment, and Discharge/Transfer. The analysis tracks 
demographics, goal attainment, overall progress and clinical behavior changes. The research program is 
undertaken in order to determine the feasibility of conducting interagency evaluations of clients and 
treatment factors.  
 
Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT) Training (Developing a Regional Resource for Crisis Intervention Teams: A 
Consensus Building Approach) funded by SAMHSA. This ongoing contract commenced 12/2002. The 
project will obtain consensus on adopting and implementing a regional training resource for law 
enforcement Crisis Intervention Teams (CIT). RDI’s evaluation of the consensus-building project will 
assess local and regional needs for CIT, measure program goal accomplishment, and assess the 
processes that lead to consensus. The evaluation includes its own consumer and family participation 
component.  
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YMCA Students Taking Action to Reach Success (STARS) Program Evaluation funded by YMCA of Greater 
Kansas City, Blue Springs Family Branch. 12/2002 to 02/2003. Analyze and interpret data to evaluate the 
effectiveness of after-school tutorial and mentor program. 
 
Virtual Nonprofit COMmunity Services funded by Bank of America/Victor E. Speas Foundation. 2002 to 
12/31/2003. RDI is serving as fiscal agent and consultant for Virtual Nonprofit COMmunity Services, a 
project to develop software applications for convening and managing non-profit communication, 
governance and public events. 
 
Mattie Rhodes/CSAC Supervision, funded by Mattie Rhodes Arts and Counseling Center, 2002 to 
06/30/2003. Janine Johnson provides supervision for substance abuse counselor trainees. 
 
Growing Into Real Life Skills Project (GIRLS) funded by YWCA. 2002 Hourly Consultation through 
06/30/2002. RDI identifies and reviews existing standardized instruments related to intermediate 
outcomes and develops an instrument for program use.  
 
Substance Abuse Programs and HIV/Aids: A Policy Paper for Jackson County COMBAT. COMBAT 
commissioned RDI to conduct a summary of the implications of the HIV/AIDS pandemic for treatment 
and prevention policy, and provide recommendations. Extrapolating from several sources, the report 
provides incidence and trends in Kansas City by age, ethnicity and risk, and comparisons with other 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas in several dimensions. It then identifies programs and services available 
locally, along with gaps and needs in the Kansas City metropolitan area. 
 
Evaluation of Two Schools conducted for Lincoln University Extension Office. The schools were high risk, 
low achievement schools in the Kansas City, Missouri School District. 

2003 
Program Evaluation, funded by Boys and Girls Club of Greater Kansas City. 01/2003 to 12/2003. Evaluate 
various programs of the agency. 
 
Literature Review, funded by Clay County Public Health Center. 02/2003 to 04/2003. RDI will research 
literature on parent-child sexuality communication within the minority populations.  
 
The Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund provides financing for the Crisis Intervention Teams 
(CIT)lxxxvii Evaluation, first funded 04/2003. The purpose of the evaluation is to assess the 
implementation and effectiveness of three separate Jackson County programs: the Lee’s Summit Police 
Department, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Department and the Kansas City Missouri Police Department 
Central Patrol Division. Each agency is at a different stage of program development, and has distinct 
service and administrative characteristics. Because records for each police department differ, data 
collection procedures are tailored to each agency. Evaluation methods account for the uniqueness of 
each program, but at the same time allow for cross-program comparisons. The evaluation employs 
several methods and covers three essential phases: establish data collection procedures; process 
evaluation; and outcome evaluation.   

Mental Health Court Evaluation funded by Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund; first funded 
04/2003. The Jackson County Mental Health Court Program was established by County Executive 
Katheryn Shields to divert non-violent mentally ill persons with minor offenses out of jails and into 
community-based treatment. The evaluation assesses the effectiveness of the design and success of the 
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program. The current focus of the evaluation is expected to shift from a process evaluation to outcome 
evaluation as client and system data becomes available.  
 
City Planning and Development Department, Kansas City, Missouri providing funding for Prospect 
Corridorlxxxviii Social Services Provider Plan (PCSSPP). 04/2003 to 09/2004. Research existing social 
services and determine strategies and solutions for collaboration among residents, social service 
organizations and faith-based groups within the Prospect Corridor. The evaluation strategy includes: 
researching new and existing documents in the field of economic community development with an 
emphasis on collaboration and faith-based economic initiatives; solicitation of opinions from community 
members; identification of future funding streams. These will result in a social service database directory 
of existing social services provided in the Corridor; opinion surveys from residents and social service 
providers – including faith-based organizations; a report of current federal, state, and local programs 
and funding sources and restrictions including local foundation and corporate support; and  
recommendations for coordination, collaboration and centralization of information, referral for the 
provision of social services in the Corridor.  
 
After-School Girls Time Out Evaluation, funded by YWCA. 05/2003 to 06/2003. Evaluating the 
effectiveness of program intervention, specifically health of adolescents (nutrition, body image, anger 
control, pregnancy and dating), and marketable skills.  
 
Jackson County Domestic Violence Fundlxxxix Evaluation begins; an evaluation of the comparison between 
the proposed plan and the conduct of program funds is essential to program integrity. RDI’s evaluation 
of the Fund provides information to the Board, County administrators and to taxpayers regarding the 
utilization of these funds to battered women and their benefits for domestic violence agencies and 
services. The results of the evaluation will be used to facilitate policymaking decisions concerning 
continuation, modification or expansion of funding for domestic violence agencies and whether to 
generalize the findings of one agency to another. During the first year, separate interviews occurred 
with NEWHOUSE, Rose Brooks and Hope House accounting personnel and administrators during March 
2003. The program personnel interviews were analyzed by the RDI evaluator. The service provider 
interviews provided information about ways to track funding, the evaluators’ role in facilitating an 
amicable tracking system, the significance of non-restrictive funding and communication concerns 
between Board and agency providers. Emphasis was placed upon attempts to overcome barriers and 
solve problems identified by agency personnel. Three overall themes emerged from the provider 
interviews. These themes describe the nature of the Board’s funding and application process, progress 
towards a financial tracking system and communication concerns. 
 
The Saturday, June 21, 2003 issue of the Kansas City Star contained an article entitled: Mental-Health 
Needs Assessment Pushed in Jackson County. Mike Sheery was author of the article. The article states: 
 

Mental health advocates already consider Jackson County progressive for its treatment of the 
mentally ill. They point to initiatives such as crisis intervention training for local police and the 
establishment of a special mental health court, which handles nonviolent criminal cases in which 
mental illness was a factor in the crime. But mental health supporters said the County might be 
poised to take one of its most important steps yet in helping the mentally ill. Officials hope to conduct 
a wide-ranging review of mental health needs in the County.  

Such an assessment would be "the most significant mental health initiative in decades in this county," 
said Kansas City psychotherapist Richard Nadeau, chairman of the Jackson County Mental Health 
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Task Force, which is part of the county's long-range planning initiative. Guyla Stidmon, executive 
director of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill of Greater Kansas City, was equally pleased. The 
planned study would be "an overwhelming success for mental health," she said. "We couldn't have 
hoped for anything like this." The study, Nadeau said, will help ensure that the county is coordinating 
its mental health services correctly and spending its dollars wisely. "This will give us direction for 10 
years," he said. 

A property tax levy that generates about $10 million annually is one of the county's largest sources of 
mental health funding. County officials are gauging the interest among area nonprofits capable of 
conducting the assessment, which would include focus groups and interviews with mental health 
providers and demographic groups. Statements of interest and qualifications are due to the county by 
July 1. The county has earmarked $150,000 over two years for the study, Nadeau said, and planners 
hope to match that with contributions from public and private sources. If all goes as planned, the 
assessment will begin this fall. The review could take nearly two years, but Nadeau said he would 
push to have it completed by December 2004. 

Even though the assessment is supposed to identify holes in the county's mental-health safety net, 
advocates for the mentally ill already have an idea of the gaps the study will identify. Both Nadeau 
and Stidmon said non-English-speaking residents had unmet needs. It can take six months to see a 
Spanish-speaking psychiatrist, Nadeau said. "That is completely and totally unacceptable," he said. "It 
makes impossible crisis intervention." 

The county's proposal request specifies that the assessment should include interviews with a number 
of "culturally distinct groups," including Hispanics and Vietnamese. Stidmon also expects the survey to 
identify a need for more services in rural parts of the County. 

Improving treatment for the mentally ill is a priority for Jackson County Executive Katheryn Shields, 
and Nadeau and Stidmon praised her for pursuing the needs assessment. But Stidmon said the review 
would not come without risks. "Katheryn is taking a real chance here," she said. Because once the 
results are in, she said, "people expect you to respond to that. That is a big task."  

 
Targeted Capacity Expansion Grants for Jail Diversion Programsxc funded by SAMHSA, 11/2003 to 
04/2007. The project will improve linkages between CIT and mental health centers. Services, including 
structured residential services, will be provided as an alternative to jail for persons with a mental illness 
or co-occurring disorder. RDI Research staff will conduct trainings to ensure that basic interviewing 
techniques and principles are understood as well as the specific requirements of the TAPA Center for Jail 
Diversion.           
 
Partners In Health Curriculum Evaluation, funded by the Shepherd’s Centers of America.xci The 
evaluation studies the effectiveness of a curriculum for improving older persons’ attitudes and practices 
that affect their health status, particularly regarding communicating with physicians. The evaluation 
identifies the relationship between these factors and familiarity with medical terminology, or “medical 
literacy”.  
 
Consumer Satisfactions Surveys funded by New Directions Behavioral Health, which is in the business of 
managing behavioral health benefits. 08/2003 to 11/2003. Analysis of consumer satisfaction surveys for 
providers and members, who received services from New Directions, Epoch and Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Kansas City. 
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I Can W.A.I.T. Evaluation funded by Future Leaders Outreach Network (FLON). First funded beginning 
08/2003. A community-based program designed to promote abstinence until marriage among 
adolescents. Report on program outcomes and recommendations for program continuation and 
improvement. 
 
Clay County Drug Court funded by Tri-County Mental Health Services. 08/15/2003 to 10/01/2003. This is 
a preliminary evaluation of the Clay County Drug Court Program. 

2004 
Mental Health Needs Assessmentxcii conducted for Jackson County, Missouri. The Mental Health 
Strategic Planning Committee hires RDI to conduct a comprehensive, professionally developed needs 
assessment study. The needs assessment is designed to be replicable and to obtain valid information 
about the prevalence of specific problems and resources within the community mental health arena. To 
develop valid information for program development, the needs assessment process will synthesize new 
and existing data, along with information on trends and social indicators. Access to valid information 
about linguistic and cultural minorities is imperative considering the current priority in public policy. The 
needs assessment shall be carried out under the auspices of a Needs Assessment Oversight 
Subcommittee composed of members of the Mental Health Strategic Planning Committee. 
 
Project Redirect funded by Pan-Educational Institute, 04/01/2004 to 11/30/2004. PEI is partnering with 
Jackson County CASA and Mattie Rhodes Center to provide career readiness and computer training to 
high risk youth. RDI is providing a process evaluation of the program. RDI has conducted in-depth 
interviews with program staff and administrators at various agencies involved in the program. Program 
records provide additional information regarding the delivery of training, case management, and 
counseling to the youth involved.  
 
ShowMe Scholars Evaluation conducted for Pan-Educational Institute. This is an evaluation of PEI’s 
team-based computer project. The ShowMe Scholars program motivates Missouri students to complete 
a more rigorous set of high school courses that will better prepare them for college and the workforce. 
The program places business people in the classroom to motivate students to take more challenging 
high school courses – immediately before they select courses in eighth grade and continuously through 
high school. 
 
Clay County Drug Court Evaluation, funded by Clay County Public Health Center. 07/12/2004 to 
08/31/2004. The Clay County Drug Court is a largely post-plea substance abuse treatment program for 
residents of Clay, Platte and Ray counties who are arrested in Clay County. RDI is providing a process and 
preliminary outcome evaluation for the program. RDI will conduct in-person interviews with nearly all of 
the Drug Court team members. Court and treatment records provide the basis for much of the data used 
in the process and outcome evaluation.  
 
Environmental Scan of Healthcare Trends funded by Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas Cityxciii 
(HCFGKC) 07/2004 to 12/31/2004. RDI is hired to conduct a thorough review of studies examining health 
status and health care access issues in Jackson, Cass and Lafayette Counties. The scan is essential to 
planning programs for A Rising Tide. RDI is supplementing these findings with information gathered 
during interviews with key stakeholders, focus-groups and community forums to prepare a thorough 
report of health issues affecting the communities. This information will be combined with state and 
national data to prepare an environmental scan of emerging health care and health status issues.  
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Ad-Hoc Committee on MCI Program Design (Part of MHC Management and Staffing) 2004 to 03/2005. 
RDI is managing this ad-hoc committee which is charged with developing mental health services for 
Municipal Correctional Institution (MCI).  
 
Development of Grant Making Guidelines is funded by HCFGKC. RDI is assisting the HCF in the 
development and documentation of HCF’s grant-making guidelines. The grant making guidelines give 
applicants a clear understanding of HCF’s goals and requirements and communicate the intent of its 
grant programs within the mission and goals of the Foundation to Board members, staff, and the public.  

Western Missouri Mental Health Center, which had been established by the Foundation in 1954, 
changed its name to Center for Behavioral Management (CBM) and provides comprehensive psychiatric 
care to patients from Kansas City and the seven surrounding counties. CBM serves as the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City's Department of Psychiatry, fulfilling academic and research needs. In January 2004 
WMMHC moved into a new 220,000 square foot, 5-story facility on Hospital Hill in Kansas City. CMB 
offers services in alcoholism, drug, family, group and individual counseling, crisis intervention, group 
psychiatric therapy, and suicide prevention as well as hospital inpatient care, mental health aftercare 
and psychiatric care. The hospital also offers an inpatient program to provide treatment for mentally ill 
patients who have co-occurring substance abuse problems. Faculty in the department of psychiatry 
provide clinical services at Truman Medical Center Behavioral Health, which offers outpatient services.  

2005 
Health Assessment of Cass, Jackson and Lafayette Counties conducted for HCFGKC. This report 
examined the health status and unmet health needs of three counties in Missouri based on a review of 
published studies, assessments and public health data from local, state and federal sources. The report 
also summarized findings from a series of focus groups and town hall meetings held to better identify 
the health needs of residents. In addition, this report identifies gaps in information necessary to 
establish baseline health indicators for several vulnerable populations in the study area. 
 
Project Your Choicexciv Evaluation funded by SAMSHA at Swope Health Services. 2005 to 06/2010. 
Evaluate Swope Health Service’s grant to provide housing, treatment and intensive case management to 
homeless substance abusers.  
 
Arts in Educationxcv Model Development and Dissemination Grant Evaluation is funded by Department 
of Education through Pan-Educational Institute. 07/2006 to 06/2008. RDI is conducting process and 
outcome evaluation of program that integrates art into traditional school curricula. 
 
Substance Abuse Training Evaluation funded by Tri-County Mental Health Levy through Tri-County 
Mental Health Services.xcvi Implement and evaluate substance abuse training for Tri-County Mental 
Health Services employees. 
 
Calvary Community Outreach Networkxcvii HIV/AIDS Program Evaluation funded by Missouri Department 
of Mental Health. RDI staff is providing evaluation and research regarding HIV prevention program. 
 
Cornerstones of Care: C. M. White Physical Education Grant (PEP), funded by Department of Education. 
RDI is evaluating physical education programs in residential facilities for at-risk youth. 
 



HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            61 

 

KCMO Tri-County Northland Coalition Prevention Programsxcviii  Evaluation, performed for Missouri 
Association of Community Task Forces, Inc. (ACT Missouri). 10/01/2005 to 09/30/2008. RDI will 
conduct a process evaluation to determine how, by and to whom goals are achieved. The 
evaluation will also measure impact and outcome indicators to determine whether the project is 
achieving intended results. 
 
Concepts for Effective Servicexcix Evaluation, funded by Department of Health and Human Services’ 
Compassion Capital Fundc to Catholic Charities of Kansas City – St. Joseph, Inc. A grassroots community 
campaign to help faith-based organizations with grants is evaluated.  
 
Choosing the Bestci Community-Based Abstinence Education 3-Year Evaluation is funded by the 
Department of Health and Human Services to Catholic Charities of Kansas City – St. Joseph, Inc. The 
evaluation assesses the program’s effectiveness and monitors implementation for delivery according to 
the work plan. The central research questions to be addressed related to the legislative requirements 
described by HHS. RDI tasks include: attending program staff meetings to obtain program information 
and providing technical assistance on data collection procedures – evaluators will contribute to 
development and modification of tests and focus-group instruments.  
 
Delinquency Prevention Risk Reduction/Youth Development funded by Pan-Educational Institute with 
money provided by State of Missouri. 
 
The Board of Directors of the Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund discontinued using RDI to 
evaluate the Jackson County Mental Health Levy, a job that RDI had performed since 1992. They 
established an office of their own and RDI Executive Director Bruce A. Eddy left to become executive 
director of the spun-off evaluation. 
 

2006 
NARA Outpatient Program closed down permanently; it had been providing services under the auspices 
of the Foundation since 1968. 
 
Walter Boulden is appointed Executive Director of Resource Development Institute during 07/2006. 
Prior to coming to RDI, Dr. Boulden served as Director of the UMKC School of Social Work, where he 
continues to teach research, program evaluation, and a class on “systemic oppression and the role of 
social work” on a part-time basis. As Director of the UMKC School of Social Work, Dr. Boulden 
networked with over 150 state and local organizations; faith-based organizations; funding organizations; 
and service providers on both sides of the state line. Initially, Dr. Boulden’s involvement with the UMKC 
was as Associate Director for Evaluation for the UMKC Institute for Human Development, where he 
worked for almost 3 years. 
 
In 2006 RDI worked on 32 separate, federal, state and local projects. A sample of projects includes: 
 
RDI is working on four Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive (SPF SIG) Grants. These are for: 
Ray County Coalition; Liberty Alliance for Youth; Lee’s Summit Cares; and Northland Coalition. RDI will: 
participate in the planning processes, including attendance at required training sessions, regular 
Coalition meetings, and special planning meetings to obtain program information and provide technical 
assistance on data collection procedures; assist in the development and modification of logic models, 
pre/post-tests, surveys and focus-group instruments; assist in the development of the strategic plan 
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(i.e., assist with the resources, assist with needs and readiness assessments); document the process that 
the Coalition engages in to begin prevention efforts; complete required evaluation components as 
specified by state-level evaluation staff utilizing qualitative (description, observation, interviews, 
document review, focus groups) and quantitative (survey) research methods to conduct formative, 
fidelity and summative evaluations; collect and analyze state priority data as well as local intervening 
variables; prepare and submit reports to the Coalition and the State evaluator (Missouri Institute of 
Mental Health); assist the Coalition in the national cross-site evaluation through dissemination of 
Coalition data and participation in the Interactive Getting to Outcomes (i-GTO) process. 
 
Communities Empowering Youth (CEY) Evaluation, funded by Catholic Charities of Kansas City – St. 
Joseph, Inc. (11/1/06 to 10/31/09). Over the next three years RDI is to assess service delivery processes 
and outcomes at three levels: the program level, which includes administration, technical assistance, 
and overall operations; the sub-award level, which encompasses the operations and accomplishments of 
the faith-based and community organizations served; and the youth leadership level, which includes 
youth involvement, youth development, and youth leadership. RDI tasks include: assist in the 
development and modification of sub-awardees’ logic models; conduct focus groups semi-annually to 
assess sub-awardees’ skill application, satisfaction, and organizational improvements; analyze and 
report results of the Training Evaluation; administer pre-/post-tests to the youth participants to measure 
interpersonal and social development, as well as team development; track coalition youth involvement 
and perceived usefulness. Methods will include attendance at training sessions, meetings, and special 
youth activities to obtain program information and provide technical assistance on data collection 
procedures; submit quarterly reports to program staff. 
 
Outcome-based Evaluation of Carol M. White Physical Education Program at Cornerstones of Care. 
Students complete measurements of their aerobic capacity, muscle strength, flexibility, and body 
composition.  Aerobic capacity is measured by the number of pacer laps completed. Muscle strength is 
measured by the number of curl-ups and push-ups completed.  Flexibility is measured by the length of 
the sit and reach. Body composition is measured by percent body fat. Results are tracked using the 
FITNESSGRAM computer program. 
 
Evaluation of the Residential Treatment Program at Crittenton Children’s Center (2006-2008). The 
program provides a highly structured course with a strong, psychiatric model of assessment, diagnosis 
and treatment. At the same time the program utilizes the strength’s perspective that recognizes the 
innate talents and abilities of each individual youth and attempts to assist the youth in identifying those 
strengths and using them for personal growth.  Objectives for residents who report using ATOD include: 
decreasing their usage and those who identify being a non-user will remain free of ATOD; increasing 
his/her ability on how to refuse ATOD and develop a set of postive coping skills -- this will be evidenced 
by an increase in positive peer feedback during monthly role plays in group; increasing participation and 
leadership abilities; and increasing social connectedness through maintaining an appropriate behavioral 
level to attend off ground outings. 
 

2007 
In 2007 RDI worked on 52 separate, federal, state and local projects. A sample of projects includes: 
 
CIT Implementation Toolkitcii funded by the HCFGKC and the Jackson County Community Mental Health 
Fund; it was developed by local experts to provide detailed information to help communities to 
implement and sustain CIT. The CIT Implementation Toolkit emphasizes: program development, 



HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            63 

 

implementation and expansion; training development, implementation and expansion; model fidelity; 
evaluation protocols and procedures; and program sustainability. 
 
Immigrant Healthcare Assessment in the Kansas City, KS – Wyandotte County, KS area conducted for the 
Unified Government of Wyandotte County/Kansas City, KS. During the initial phase of the project, RDI 
identified and reviewed relevant studies regarding the health status and health needs of immigrant and 
refugee populations nationally and in Wyandotte County. RDI staff found several examples of Promising 
Practices for working with individuals with limited or no English proficiency, limited health literacy, or 
cultural backgrounds that are not well understood by staff health care providers. 
 
Coaching for Excellence Program Data Aggregation and Analysis conducted for the Ewing Marion 
Kauffman Foundation. RDI will during 04/2007 receive Excel spread sheets with the de-identified results 
from the teacher, principal, and coach surveys (there will be two cadres) for the 2007 Kauffman 
Coaching for Excellence Program. RDI will conduct preliminary quantitative and qualitative data analysis 
on the data and provide the analysis results to the Kauffman Foundation by 07/27/2007. 
 
Summer METS Programciii Evaluation conducted 06/2007 to 09/2007 for the Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation. RDI will conduct preliminary data analysis to assist the programs in preparing final reports 
for Kauffman, and to assist Kauffman in assessing the overall involvement of the combined programs. 
The analysis includes frequencies, cross-tabs, and/or ANOVA analysis as needed. RDI will provide the site 
specific analysis results to the individual organizations, and provide both site specific and aggregate 
analysis results to the Kauffman Foundation by 09/21/2007. 
 
Niles Home for Children, Inc. contracted with RDI seeking an independent review of their program 
outcome measures, indicators, and data collection procedures. The purpose of this review is to: 
determine the degree to which current program outcomes match program goals; determine if current 
program outcomes reflect those published in relevant literature; develop new outcomes, if appropriate; 
determine if current data collection instruments and processes are reflective of the program goals and 
outcomes. The review process is divided into four phases. Phase 1 is a review of program goals and 
outcomes, phase 2 is a review of the outcome indicators, phase 3 is a review of data collection 
procedures, and phase 4 is a consultation period to help Niles Home learn to use their data to compute 
their outcomes. 
 
Evaluation of the Samuel U. Rodgers Co-Occurring Disorders Treatment Program for Individuals with Co-
occurring Substance Abuse and Mental Health Disorders funded by the Health Care Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City. RDI is providing evaluation and technical assistance to develop outcomes 
measurement and data collection strategies, evaluation design, data analysis, interpretation and report 
writing. 
 
Kansas City Community Center (KCCCciv) Co-Occurring Re-Entry (CORE) Program. Between 08/2007 and 
09/30/09 (two one-year contracts) RDI activities include technical assistance, consultation and program 
evaluation. 
 
Women’s Enrichment Project Evaluation conducted for Municipal Correctional Institution. 08/01/2007 
to 07/31/2008. RDI is providing technical assistance to program staff to develop outcome measures and 
maintain a comprehensive program database. MCI program staff are furnishing data to RDI for analysis. 
Semi-annual reports describe client demographics, performance measures and program fidelity. 
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Process and Outcome Evaluation of the Stigma Reduction Project for Safety Net Providers is being done 
at the request of NAMI-Kansas City; 08/01/2007 to 07/31/2008. RDI is participating in the planning 
process; developing pre-/post training surveys and focus group questions; completing a process 
evaluation that includes focus groups, and content analysis; and completing an outcome evaluation that 
includes the pre- and post-surveys.  
 
Medical Home Initiative Evaluation, REACH Healthcare Foundation, 09/01/2007 to 12/31/2008. RDI is to 
establish baseline data for each clinic, using survey research, and carry out formative and summative 
evaluation of the initiative, including analyses and reporting of lessons learned from the quarterly 
forums. 
 
Homeless Support Project (Project Your Choice) Evaluation for Swope Health Services has its contract 
renewed commencing 10/2007; funding provided by SAMHSA. 
 
Jackson County Safe Family Coalition conducted for Rose Brooks Center, 12/01/2007 to 10/31/2008. RDI 
is providing coordination for all activities for the Coalition, facilitating all activities as defined through 
the strategic plan, as well as other activities as determined through the Coalition that will work toward 
implementing a continuous and coordinated system of community response to child maltreatment and 
domestic violence. 
 
Service Development for Transitioning Young Adults (Youth Roundtable). RDI conducted four focus 
groups with transitioning youth at three different sites: reStart, Pathways and Steppingstone. These 
focus groups gather information on the youth’s experiences with the foster care system, their 
perception of how well the experiences has prepared them to live independently and the services they 
believe will prepare them to make a successful transition to adulthood. Secondly, a review of transition 
to adulthood literature was conducted.  
 
Evaluation of Peer Support Group, a component of the Elder Services Program of Comprehensive Mental 
Health Services. The purpose of the evaluation was to identify the differences between clients accessing 
Peer Support services (experimental group) and clients who did not (control group); findings are to 
facilitate continuous program improvement. 
 

2008 
In October of 2008, RDI purchased a 5,000 square foot building in mid-town Kansas City Missouri, ending 
58 years of paying rent and beginning an era of building equity in a permanent home. RDI staff and 
operations moved into the new facility at the end of November. 
 
In 2008 RDI worked on 49 separate, federal, state and local projects. A sample of projects includes: 
 
Family Recovery Coalition (FRC) Project Follow-Up Interviews conducted for Friendship House/ 
Catherine’s Place, 01/2008 to 06/2008. RDI is conducting assessment follow-up interviews with FRC 
clients, and updating the FRC data base accordingly after each interview (e.g., contact information, etc). 
After four unsuccessful attempts at telephone contact, a postcard will be sent to the client requesting 
updated telephone contact information. Up to three additional attempts will be made to make contact. 
 
Children at Risk Evaluation (CARE) Technical Assistance conducted at three sites (Northland CARE, Metro 
CARE and Wyandotte/Johnson County CARE). Assistance is funded by the Health Care Foundation of 
Greater Kansas City, commencing 01/23/2008 to 01/2010. RDI is working with project personnel at the 
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three locations to: review and design evaluation methods; teach them to identify, document and share 
successes and barriers in their efforts for cooperative coordination of services; and refine outcome 
indicators and identify metrics to track attainment of the outcomes and measure effectiveness of CARE. 
RDI will also track the distribution of referrals across the three service areas, and compare the need for 
and provision of translation services.  
 
Cross-System Analysis for Cornerstones of Care. RDI provides analysis and reporting on 2007 data 
provided by Cornerstones during the period beginning approximately 01/31/2008 and ending 
06/09/2008. Reports include: analysis of baseline, discharge/transfer, and follow-up instruments. The 
analysis tracks demographics, goal attainment, overall progress and clinical behavior changes. 
 
Associated Youth Services Hip and Fit Fairscv Evaluation 02/2008 to 08/2011. The series was designed to 
reach an audience of middle and senior high school students enrolled in physical education and health 
education classes in Kansas City, Kansas, School District’s five high schools, eight middle schools and one 
alternative school. A reflective post-survey was administered to participants immediately following each 
event to measure the increased awareness and knowledge of fitness and nutrition. The goal would be to 
increase the overall awareness and knowledge about fitness and nutrition and its impact on overall 
health. 
 
RDI receives funding 04/15/2008 from the Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund to expand 
the evaluation of Jackson County Crisis Intervention Team. The project was needed to: provide empirical 
data to support CIT continuation and expansion; reveal trends; provide valuable information to law 
enforcement departments regarding internal operations and outcomes; offer a primary consumer’s 
perspective to data collection and interpretation of findings; afford local data to compare to similar CIT 
communities; enhance the quality of CIT training through feedback of training results; facilitate decision-
making regarding policy, outreach and training through dissemination of findings to mental health 
advocates, providers and policy-makers; identify unintended consequences and recommended program 
refinements; provide an established data collection mechanism for new CIT sites to ensure data 
uniformity; and leverage County funds to secure outside funding and support local agencies and 
municipalities. The project included the seven existing sites and expanded to include additional Jackson 
County jurisdictions (e.g., Raytown, Grain Valley and Buckner). 
 
Development of CEY Regional Gang Intervention Toolkit for Catholic Charities of Kansas City – St. Joseph, 
Inc. between  04/2008 and 09/2008. RDI created a booklet that includes information about relevant 
research, best practices, funding resources and recommendations for gang intervention. 
 
BIST Evidence-based Program Project Evaluation performed for Ozanam, between 04/01/2008 to 
12/31/2008. RDI is conducting a thorough literature review and analysis of the scientific basis of the BIST 
program; review RTIcvi and Department of Education’s requirements for evidence-based programs which 
fit within the RTI framework; the scientific basis of the Positive Behavior Support (PBS) program, 
comparing it to the BIST program. RDI is also to: work with staff to review previously collected data; 
conduct focus groups/interviews with key BIST stakeholders; work with staff to develop an enhanced 
evaluation strategy; and identify and/or develop additional evaluation instruments and evaluation 
procedures to be implemented in fall 2008 school semester.  
 
Two Brighter Futures Evaluations (Individual and Family Components) funded by Lafayette County 
Brighter Futures Consortium. RDI shall: establish a participatory environment for the review and design 
of evaluation methods;  establish an ongoing process by which the Consortium can identify, document, 
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and share successes and barriers encountered in their efforts for cooperative coordination of services; 
conduct both quantitative and qualitative evaluations to meet the process and outcome evaluation 
needs of the Consortium; work with the Consortium to refine outcome indicators and measure 
effectiveness of program; work with each of the school districts to identify how outcome data is being 
collected; design and conduct additional data collection methods as needed; develop a process for 
aggregating data into a central management information system; assess the collaborative and 
administrative functioning of the Consortium; measure whether specific management objectives are 
achieved, modified or abandoned; document barriers or difficulties along with actions taken to address 
them; measure Consortium members’ perceptions regarding collaborative representation, decision- 
making procedures, inclusiveness, problem identification, goal achievement, abandonment or 
modification, the level of stakeholder participation and satisfaction, and sustainability; assist in 
identifying potential state and federal funding sources, and investigate the types of supportive data 
required when applying to these funding sources; and analyze outcome data provided by Brighter 
Futures staff; prepare and deliver to the Brighter Futures a semi-annual evaluation report.  
 
Evaluation of Greater Kansas City Detention Officer Training conducted by NAMI-KC, with funding by the 
HCFGKC, 05/2008 to 04/2009. RDI activities include assessment, technical assistance, consultation and 
program evaluation. The detention officers at the Kansas City Municipal Corrections Institution (MCI) 
and the Jackson County Detention Center (JCDC) are responsible for maintaining a secure detention 
facility and the safe custody of inmates. The training program being evaluated is geared toward 
increasing detention officers’ ability to observe and monitor jail inmates to detect behavioral problems, 
adjustment difficulties, recognition of interpersonal problems and disputes, and identify unmanageable, 
suicidal, or mentally ill inmates. 
 
SEPAcvii (Science Education Partnership Award) Evaluation performed for University of Kansas Medical 
Center Research Institute, Inc.  (09/2008 to 08/2013). Throughout Phase 1 (3 years, RDI will: monitor 
participation in the SEPA intern program; conduct focus groups with Interns; in partnership with 
program staff and faculty, create Reflective Pre-Post surveys for each Pathological Seminar for K-12 
students, teachers and parents.  RDI will employ a quasi-experimental design that includes analyzing 
participant outcomes and comparing results of the participants with a comparison group that is similar 
demographically. Together, the program staff, instructors and RDI evaluators will identify key outcome 
indicators based on: knowledge acquisition of life sciences; participation in interactive learning activities; 
interest in life sciences; attendance or desire to attend a post-secondary school; intended or chosen 
post-secondary major; etc.  Throughout Phase 2, RDI will: monitor participation in the SEPA multimedia 
information program by means of pre- and post-surveys; consult with program staff to identify specific 
objectives and identify key indicators assessing participant knowledge; conduct annual lessons learned 
focus groups with key informants which will allow key informants to report insights, problems, and 
strengths associated with the implementation and execution of SEPA programming. Satisfaction surveys 
will be administered at the end of all the programs, to assess how they feel the program did or did not 
meet their needs.  
 
ArtsTech’s (formerly Pan-Educational Institute) AXIS Arts and Education Program has been in operation 
for four years and has completed its federal funding cycle. The current report builds on the previous RDI 
evaluation reports of the AXIS program. Over the past years, the AXIS program has evolved from an 
intervention conducted by program staff to a self contained boxed curriculum than can be implemented 
by a classroom teacher. 
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Evaluation continues on the Future Leaders Outreach Network (FLON) I Can W.A.I.T. Program which 
dates back to 08/2003. The Project’s target population is boys and girls ages 12-18 who will be taught 
character-based abstinence; services provided at the schools districts in Kansas City, KS (Wyandotte 
County) and Kansas City MO (Jackson County). 
 

2009 
In 2009 RDI is currently working on 42 separate, federal, state and local projects. A sample of projects 
includes: 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) 2009-2011. RDI 
contracts with Catholic to conduct an evaluation of the Charities Concepts for Effective Services III (CES 
III). 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) 2009-2010. RDI 
contracts with the University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) to provide technical assistance and 
conduct an evaluation of the Kansas City Missouri Compassion Capital Fund Initiative. 
 
National Science Foundation (NSF) Research in Disabilities Education - Alliances for Students with 
Disabilities in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) grant: 2009-2014. RDI contracts with 
the University of Missouri Kansas City (UMKC) to conduct an evaluation of the Building an Alliance for 
New Careers in STEM (KC-BANCS) Program. 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services - Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) 
2009-2012 RDI contracts with Kansas University Medical Center (KUMC) to conduct an evaluation of the 
Health Careers Pathways Program (HCPP) 
 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Kansas City Municipal Drug Court Expansion Project: 2009-2011 RDI 
designed and is conducting an evaluation of the program, analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services for the National Center for Research Resources (NCRR) 
Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA): 2008-2013. RDI contracts with Kansas University Medical 
Center (KUMC) to conduct an evaluation of the Kansas PathOlogical Life Sciences Training Program for 
High School Students and Families goals 
 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) Jackson County Mental Health Court Expansion Project: 2008-2010 
RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the program, analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) Project Your Choice: 2005-2010. RDI contracts with Swope Health Services to 
collect federally required GPRA data, track and interview clients at baseline and follow-up and analyze 
and report results. 
 
U S Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) Project Your Choice DBT Expansion: 2007-2009. RDI designed and is 
conducting an evaluation of the DBT program add-on tracking and interviewing clients at baseline and 
follow-up; and analyzing and reporting results. 
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US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) Catholic Charities 
Youth Empower Program: 2006-2009. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the program, 
analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
US Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) Catholic Charities 
Abstinence Education Program: 2004-2009. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the 
program, analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
US Dept of Health and Human Services (DHHS) Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant 
(SPF SIG) from the Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) Contract awarded to Missouri 
Department of Mental Health (DMH). 2006-2010. RDI is assisting in designing and evaluating four area 
coalitions’ prevention programs, analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 2008-2011. RDI contracts with the Kansas 
City Missouri School District to evaluate their Century 21 project. 
 
Missouri Department of Mental Health (DMH) KCMO Tri-County Northland Coalition Drug Free 
Communities program 2005-2010. RDI is assisting in designing and conducting the evaluation of the 
coalitions’ prevention programs, analyzing data, and reporting results. 
 
Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund - Mental Health Court Evaluation: 2000-present. RDI 
evaluates the Jackson County Mental Health Court program, analyzes the data, and provides quarterly 
reports. 
 
Jackson County Community Mental Health Fund - Crisis Intervention Team Evaluation: 2002-present. RDI 
evaluates the Jackson County Crisis Intervention Team program, analyzes the data, and provides 
quarterly reports. 
 
Jackson County COMBAT Program Evaluation: 2009. RDI is providing technical assistance to the Jackson 
County COMBAT staff on evaluation design, data collection and analysis.  
 
Jackson County Housing Resource Commission: 2009. RDI is serving as grant writer on an as needed 
basis (in 2009 RDI has secured $757,576 for the Commission). 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2009-2010. RDI is designing and conducting an evaluation of the Lafayette 
County Drug Court. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2009-2010. RDI is designing and conducting an evaluation of the El Centro 
SafetyNet Navigation program. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2009-2010. RDI is designing and conducting an evaluation of the Kansas City 
Community Center Fathering Project. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2009-2010. RDI is designing and conducting a benefit analysis of the Mental 
Health Court for Western Missouri Legal Aide. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2008-2011.  RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Kansas City 
Missouri Municipal Correctional Institution BRIDGES program. 
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Health Care Foundation: 2008-2011.  RDI is analyzing data for the evaluation of the Friends of Yeates 
program. 
 
REACH Healthcare Foundation: 2008-2011. RDI is designing and conducting an evaluation of the overall 
Cultural Competency Initiative. 
 
Rose Brooks Center: 2008-2011. RDI is designing and conducting an evaluation of the SAFE program. 
Health Care Foundation:  2008-2010. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Lafayette 
County Domestic Violence Court. 
 
REACH Healthcare Foundation: 2008-2009. RDI is providing the foundation Board and Staff with 
technical assistance in developing organizational outcomes and outcome indicators, and a process for 
collecting and reporting outcome data from the agencies the foundation funds.   
 
Health Care Foundation: 2008-2009. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Lafayette 
County Brighter Futures Consortium evaluation. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2008-2009 RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Lafayette 
County Brighter Families program evaluation. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2007-2011. RDI is coordinating the Jackson County Safe Family Coalition; a 
collaborative effort toward integrated community response for children and families. 
 
Hall Family Foundation: 2007-2011. RDI is conducting an evaluation of the Ozanam BIST program and 
helping it attain recognition as an evidence-based program. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2007-2011. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Samuel U. 
Rogers Health Center Co-occurring Conditions Treatment Program. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2007-2009. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Kansas City 
Community Center Dual Focus Residential (DFR) Project. 
 
Health Care Foundation: 2007-2009. RDI designed and is conducting an evaluation of the Northland 
Health Care Access Program Evaluation. 
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ATTACHMENT A: City Archives - New Orleans Public Library 
New Orleans City Insane Asylum, Record of Patients, 1882-1884; 1888 

 
Frank R – Male – White – Entered Nov. 25, 1868 – 36 yrs old – today 52 years old – native of Ireland – 
Kind of Insanity - Cretinism, today, Idiocy. Quiet and obedient, acts as watchman; is dirty and negligent 
about his person; slobbers constantly. Is unable to maintain the most simple of conversation, but does 
very well as the watchman of the backyard.  

Mary P – Female – Black – Over 63 yrs old – Entered Feb 23, 1869 – native U.S. – Kind of Insanity when 
she entered – Furious Mania. Today Dementia – Is very industrious. At times she is furious – Does not 
know her name. Thinks herself to be the Virgin Mary.  

John M – Male – White – 63 yrs old – Entered March 18, 1869 – Native of Ireland – Widower – Kind of 
Insanity on day of admission – Hallucination, Answers and speaks very rationally to all questions asked – 
knows not however where he was born – Gives a correct version of his age, trade, etc. Speaks very 
rationally, shows no sign of insanity, but insists that it is better to leave him here. He is a painter by 
trade.  

Mrs. Mary N – Female – White – Married, Irish, committed August 14th, 1882. This woman is very quiet 
in her speech and inoffensive. Her movements are slow and sluggish. She has a marked irregularity in 
the beatings of the heart. Her pulse is 96, but when the irregularity takes place, it scarcely beats two (2) 
pulsations in five (5) seconds. She complains that she has been robbed of her money, amounting to One 
Million of Dollars, which is in the hands of …., yet she is dressed in rags and dirty. Hence her 
commitment on the charge of Delirium of Grandeur -- Her education is very poor, or more properly she 
has none; she is of the laboring class.  

John D – Male – White – 34 yrs old – native of Ireland – Committed to the asylum. This man is Paralytic 
and has been so for 3 years. A few days ago he entered a man’s house, stripped himself naked, took the 
man’s pipe, commenced smoking, and when asked what he was doing, answered to get out of the way, 
he was the boss of the place. He was unknown to the man in whose house he was. He was then arrested 
for Insanity. I advise his commitment - to the asylum on the charge of Paralytic Insanity. His speech, 
walk, movements, in fact, all about him shows the commencing stage of General Paralysis. Of course, his 
Intellectual and Moral Faculties are proportionally affected. At times he becomes raving and 
unmanageable, strips himself of his clothes, says “the spirits have got hold of me”, etc. and has to be 
placed in a cell. These fits of Raving Mania will last 3 – 4 – 5 days, and then he again becomes quiet and 
manageable.  

Anna D  – Female – White – 35 years of age – Native of Indiana, married, recommended her 
commitment to the State Insane Asylum, on November 3rd, 1882, finding her suffering from Puerpueral 
Mania. This young woman is of a crabby and peevish nature, using at times a very obscene and insulting 
language. She is naked. At times she is rational, then incoherent in her speech. Her present condition is 
the result of a miscarriage or parturition – I have been unable to learn which or the exact date – a few 
weeks ago. She was sent to the hospital but her insanity caused her removal to the parish prison, for 
examination, prior to being sent to Jackson. At the hospital as here, she was very disagreeable and 
unmanageable. 

Pete B – Male – White – 42 yrs old – Entered January 29, 1870. Insanity, on day of admittance Homicidal 
Mania. Has never attempted to kill anyone here; is kept in a separate cell at night. Speaks of two men 
whom he (is said to have) killed in the parish prison. Considers his deed as the most natural, and finest 
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ever performed by anyone – Says that he killed them by striking them on the back with a piece of wood 
and “so nicely was it done that not a drop of blood was spilled. I only laid them to sleep.” He is unable to 
keep up a conversation for five minutes -- jumps from one subject to another. Is to all appearances quiet 
and inoffensive – Always night and day, has a nail, bent in a special manner, in his mouth. In killing these 
men, he undoubtedly did so through an irresistible instinctive impulse. He is of a jovial, kind, well 
disposed, serviceable and amiable disposition.  

Frank A – Male – White - 21 yrs old – Native of Cincinnati, Ohio – Committed to the Insane Asylum June 
28, 1882 – This young man stutters badly. He imagines himself very rich, possessing thousands of 
dollars, when he has not a cent. Says he owns a saw mill, and has the means of making hundreds of 
dollars a day. If anyone contraries him, teases him or denies his imaginary wealth, he becomes furious, 
abusive and aggressive. He has on this account been arrested several times for disturbing the peace. The 
last time he was arrested, he resisted, and being incarcerated, he twice attempted to commit suicide by 
hanging himself to the bars of his cell. He suffers from the Delirium of Grandeur. On all other subjects he 
is perfectly sane and rational. Was discharged status quo on September 2, 1882, at the request of his 
brother -- with the hope that he will improve while on the outside.  

Henry R – Male – White  –aged 48 years – single, native of U.S., committed August 11th, 1882. This man 
is suffering from Acute Mania. He is especially loquacious, speaking constantly, jumping from one 
subject to another. He has been placed in a cell where he has stripped himself of his clothes and is nude, 
speaking incessantly night and day, in an insolent manner. Nevertheless he is an intelligent and 
educated man. He has been committed to the asylum on three former occasions. This day (Aug 11, 
1882) I have recommended his commitment on the ground of suffering from Acute Mania. He is not 
furious, does not attempt to strike, bite or hurt himself or anyone else, but is very loquacious, very 
positive in what he says and speaks very loud and incoherently.  

Sept 19, 1882 – Discharged home – His reasoning has returned completely. From what he says, he has 
been tainted with syphilis years ago, and who knows but what these spells of Insanity are not of 
Syphilitic origin.  

He has today October 1st, 1882 been rearrested for Insanity. In his cell at the prison, he is nude, his 
clothing had to be taken away, says the clerk, because he was attempting to kill himself. He recognizes 
me, but otherwise is entirely incoherent in his speech.  

Theophilus K  – Male – White – Native of U.S., single, committed August 5th, 1882. This unfortunate 
man is deaf, blind, and dumb. He comes from the Charity Hospital, where he has had frequent attacks of 
Acute Mania, and on account of these attacks, he was sent to the Asylum on a certificate from Dr. 
Archinard, Asst. Coroner. On August  5th, 1882, Sept 9, 1882 recommended to be transferred to the 
Home of the Aged and Infirm, as he has so far shown no symptoms of Insanity – Has been very quiet 
since his admittance.  

Louisiana M – White – Married – 35 years of age – Native of Brooklyn, N. Y. committed August 14, 1882. 
This man was in the Asylum from where he was discharged by me on the (blank) 1882. He was so quiet 
and behaved himself so well, and so earnestly begged to be released, that his request was granted in as 
much that his relatives were anxious to have him to sign certain legal documents. Not considering 
myself under these circumstances authorized to retain this man any longer in the institute, I discharged 
him. After being home a few days his family (wife and brother-in-law) clamored for his commitment in 
the Asylum; at first I refused, but as he has been thrice arrested by the police for acts of Insanity, I have 
after a careful examination recommended his commitment, as being afflicted with Raving Mania.  
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On September 19th, Judge Monroe, refused to interdict him, prior to sending him to Jackson, La. on 
account of his rational appearance, speech and answers. He was released instantly. Two nights after he 
was again arrested for having in his possession two red lanterns, which he had taken from buildings in 
course of construction, and running about the streets with them. He has been on several occasions, and 
I believe especially at night arrested by the police for disorderly conduct and having in his possession 
properties not his, he was prior to the fourteenth of August, arrested in Algiers, across the river (about 
five or six miles from his house), at 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning taking down a druggists sign. He was 
finally committed to the Jackson Asylum, on the charge of Klopemania.  

Jane Q – Female – White – Single – 38 years old – native of King’s County, Ireland, committed to the 
Insane Asylum on August 28, 1882, suffering from Alcoholic Insanity. This woman is reduced to a state of 
utter depravity. The talk and promise of whiskey is the only subject that will obtain a reasonable answer 
from her. Otherwise, she is abusive and obscene. Her pupils are uneven, the left more contracted than 
the right. Her pulse is normal and her dress ragged, torn, and dirty. She was in the institution a few 
months ago, and seeming cured (she was greatly improved) I ordered her release. Once at home, she 
soon became as bad as ever. She has now been under treatment, in the Parish Prison, for 3 or 4 weeks, 
but has not improved any – during the day she mutters all the time, during the night she screams, and 
beats her person. 
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ATTACHMENT B: Biographical Information of Several Founding Board 

Members 

 
ARTHUR MAG 
Arthur Mag’s philosophy of philanthropy can be summarized as he believed that: 

 trustees of a charitable trust should be given broad general powers of discretion in the disposition of 
the charitable funds. He established as a rule of law that such trusts were valid in the landmark case 
of Irwin et al v. Swinneycviii et al. 

 foundations should unite so that they could receive the maximum benefit of their resources by 
combining for the good of all. This philosophy is now followed by the Greater Kansas City 
Community Foundation and Affiliated Trusts. 

 trustees should employ independent professional experts to advise them on the need for a program 
and the resources available to meet it. This function is being carried out by the larger trusts above 
referred to and the Greater Kansas City Community Foundation and Affiliated Trusts. 

 all charitable trusts should make full reports available to the general public. This provision is now 
required by the Internal Revenue Code. 

 funds from private charitable trusts should be used as seed money to get programs started to which 
other organizations, governmental and private, would make contributions. This practice resulted in 
substantial amounts flowing into the Kansas City community that would not have otherwise been 
possible. 

 
The proof of the wisdom of Mag’s philosophy is the fact that virtually all of his ideas are now being 
pursued within the community by organizations which he founded or which are successors to the ones 
that he was influential in commencing. 
  
In a speech made at a mid-1950s event he commented: “We know from first-hand experience what it’s 
like being in the public spotlight. We understand the need to provide independent assessments of the 
extent to which your programs are meeting or exceeding their goals and objectives, and doing so as 
efficiently as possible.” 
 
Mag continued in his service to the community until his death on 10/23/1981. On that date he died of a 
heart attack while in Los Angeles on a business trip. He was 85 years old. 
 
FRANK H. BACKSTROM 
Frank Harold Backstrom was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin; in 1904, the family moved to Kansas City, 
Missouri, where young Frank attended public school. He then attended the University of Michigan 
where he participated in intercollegiate debates. Backstrom graduated with a literary degree in 1924 
and earned a law degree in 1926. He was admitted to the Bar in Missouri that year and became a 
member of the law firm of Swearinger, Olsen and Backstrom in Kansas City. 
 
Mr. Backstrom was interested and active in civic affairs. He served as a member of the Committee of 
100 overseeing the Kansas City 10 Year Plan, and participated in various organizations intending to 
improve the community. Backstrom first entered politics by running as the Republican candidate for the 
9th District Missouri General Assembly seat in 1932. Not gaining that position, he became active in 
reform politics in Kansas City and in 1934 was selected to run for the Kansas City 4th District Councilman 



HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            79 

 

on the Citizen's Movement or 'Fusion' ticket. The election of 1934 was particularly violent and resulted 
in four persons being killed at the polls and a number injured. 
 
The 'Fusion' ticket lost all but Backstrom's and one other seat. The next few years found Backstrom and 
his few allies on the Council confronting the City Manager, H.F. McElroy, in an attempt to expose and 
reform the Pendergast machine's control of city government. The 1938 election gave the Machine a 
sweep of the Council, however, Backstrom was reelected in 1940 with other reform candidates including 
Mayor John Gage. Backstrom continued to serve on the Kansas City Council until 1951 when he chose 
not to run again. At this point, he determined to change careers. In 1952 L. Perry Cookingham appointed 
him Assistant City Manager of Kansas City. The following year he was hired by the City Council of 
Tacoma, Washington, as that city's first city manager. In 1956, Backstrom moved to Wichita, Kansas, 
where he served as City Manager until 1962, when he became the Manager for Toledo, Ohio. Frank 
Backstrom retired from that office in 1970, and for several years was the executive director of the 
Masonic Auditorium in Toledo. 
 
MAURICE L. BREIDENTHAL, SR.  
Maurice L. "Cotton" Breidenthal, Sr. served as president of the Security National Bank of Kansas City, 
Kansas, and was a leading promoter of that city. Highlights of his career included the Kansas Good Roads 
Movement in 1919, planning the first high-class hotel in Kansas City, Kansas, the Y. M. C. A. in 1926. 
Breidenthal, Sr. also in 1925 served as the chairman of the first Kansas City, Kansas, city planning 
commission, continuing with development of the city through the Depression, in conjunction with his 
brother and fellow banker Willard Breidenthal. 
 
LYMAN FIELD 
Lyman Field graduated from Harvard Law School in 1939. The young lawyer was the first to shake 
Truman's hand and wish him well after the Man from Independence won the Nov. 2, 1948, presidential 
election, in spite of polls and predictions that he was a political dead duck. Loyally keeping watch at the 
Muehlebach's now-gutted penthouse presidential suite, Field and four other friends of Truman rejected 
predictions that the next president would be Thomas Dewey. Truman was in the next county, at The 
Elms resort in Excelsior Springs, sleeping after eating a ham sandwich and drinking a glass of buttermilk. 
He woke up early and turned on the radio. Hearing just before daybreak that he had taken California - 
and the election - the president had told his Secret Service agents, "Let's go to Kansas City!"  
 
"The black Ford pulled in front of the Muehlebach a few minutes before six o'clock, just as it was getting 
light. The streets were empty," wrote historian David McCullough in his Pulitzer Prize-winning biography, 
Truman. Truman strolled, unshaven but bright-eyed, into the suite and saw the five supporters. "Truman 
found only four who were up and about - Matt Connelly, Bill Boyle, and two Kansas City attorneys, 
Jerome Walsh and young Lyman Field, who had been barnstorming for Truman on his own all across 
Missouri, and who now, as the one nearest the door, had the honor of being the first to shake the 
president's hand and wish him congratulations," McCullough wrote.  
 
In October, 1954, Field published an article entitled Citizens v. Boss: Citizens Win in the National 
Municipal Review. The article covered the history of the extreme turnaround in organization of Kansas 
City's government, from 1931 when $10 million of $32 million in bond improvements were "utilized 
illegally for private gain," to 1954 with Kansas City declared "winner of the All-America Cities Award." 
The article also provides a description of the roles of numerous Kansas City workers in the 1930s clean-
up campaigns, including Ms. Leona S. Leathers and Field himself, both of whom served as Greater 
Kansas City Mental Health Foundation board members. 
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FRANKLIN DAVID MURPHY  
Murphy was an American administrator, educator, and medical doctor. During his life, he served as 
Chancellor of the University of Kansas (KU) and Chancellor of the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA). Murphy was born in Kansas City, Missouri in 1916 where he attended the Pembroke-Country 
Day School. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Kansas in 1936, and then earned his 
M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine in 1941. After graduation, he served in the 
United States Army during World War II. Afterward, he returned to Kansas City to practice cardiology, 
and began teaching at the University of Kansas, School of Medicine in Kansas City, Kansas. 
 
Within a few years of beginning his professorship at the University of Kansas, he became dean of the 
medical school and eventually was chosen by the Kansas Board of Regents to be chancellor of the entire 
university. Because of his successes at KU, UCLA asked him to become their chancellor and in 1960, he 
relocated to Los Angeles, California. 
 
At UCLA, he dealt with the turbulence of student movements in the 1960s in a progressive manner, and 
successfully kept the university stable. Moreover, he worked to establish the university as a first-rate 
institution in its own right, and not simply a branch of the vast University of California system. He 
expanded the UCLA library system, enlarged the School of Medicine's basic science programs, convinced 
the regents of the University of California to purchase and maintain a cyclotron for the school, and 
founded the Jules Stein Eye Institute. In 1968, he resigned his position as chancellor in order to become 
Chairman and CEO of the Times Mirror Company, remaining in Los Angeles. He continued in this position 
until 1980, and remained a director of the company until he retired in 1986. 
 
After his retirement, he became a major philanthropist in Los Angeles for the rest of his life. He served 
on many philanthropic boards, including the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the Los Angeles 
Music Center, raising funds and public awareness of the institutions. 
 
Murphy died in Los Angeles in 1994. The Franklin D. Murphy Sculpture Garden at UCLA, which he 
founded, still remains a world-famous permanent sculpture exhibition. At the University of Kansas, both 
Murphy Hall and the Murphy Art and Architecture Library are named in his honor. 
 
VERNON M. WINKLE 
Statement made during 1951 by Dr. Vernon Winkle: “No health agency can give health; the public itself 
must engage in the pursuit of health. Public interest is far ahead of professional ability to keep up. Public 
health has its ups and downs. The ‘ups’ give confidence and encouragement. The ‘downs’ cause us to 
stop and evaluate. Through it all we move steadily forward.” 
 
ALICE RICHARDS SEIDLITZ 
Mrs. Alice Richards Seidlitz was a lifelong Kansas Citian and civic activist with the 1930s-1940s Forward 
Kansas City Committee. She was the widow of Charles Newman Seidlitz, Sr., founder and chairman of 
the board of the Seidlitz Paint and Varnish Company established in 1910. Information was taken from 
10/23/1967 issue of The Kansas City Star. She was reported to have left an estate of $691,561. 
 
HOMER C. WADSWORTH, CONSULTANT, NOT BOARD MEMBER 
Homer Clark “Lefty” Wadsworth was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on 04/03/1913, the son of a 
tugboat captain. When Wadsworth was five, his father’s leg was crushed in a tugboat accident, an injury 
which ultimately caused his father’s death in 1921. This tragedy was the second to befall the family 
within five years. Wadsworth’s s older sister, Lois, died in 1916 from scarlet fever resulting from botched 
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medical care. (His younger sister, Marjorie Jane, was born the following year.) The loss of the family’s 
breadwinner put a severe strain on its finances. From the age of eight, Wadsworth supplemented the 
family’s income by performing odd jobs. Wadsworth later landed a job as a counselor and lifeguard at 
the YMCA in a section of Pittsburgh populated by low-income African Americans and whites. His 
subsequent championship of school integration in Kansas City and Cleveland had its roots in childhood 
friendships with black kids from the neighborhood. 
  
After graduating from Westinghouse High School in 1931, he was recruited by dozens of universities, 
including Yale, Princeton, and Duke. Wadsworth ultimately decided to attend the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he majored in social science. By staying close to home, he would be able to continue 
to support his mother. 
 
Wadsworth’s progressive social views blossomed in college from seeds planted by his awareness of his 
mother’s daily struggle to raise two children on limited resources, the calamitous effects of the 
Depression, the woeful inadequacies of the public health care system to which his father had fallen 
victim, and the existence of racial and class prejudices against African Americans and whites from poor 
neighborhoods such as his. 
 
Wadsworth was subsequently engaged to advise the attorneys associated with four trust funds held at 
Kansas City’s First National Bank on ways to maximize the impact of the income the trusts devoted to 
philanthropic purposes. Wadsworth had recommended that the funds be combined into a single entity, 
the Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations, to give a united thrust to their separate giving 
programs. When the attorneys subsequently asked Wadsworth to be in charge of the new financial 
hodgepodge, he accepted their proposition. 
 
“From the day Homer arrived,” remembers E. Grey Dimond, M.D., the retired provost of health sciences 
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City, “he was everything the association could have hoped for. By 
getting deep into every aspect of life in Kansas City, Homer became the most effective instrument for 
good social change in the city. He guided his board into planting seed money, and then with his 
phenomenal skills of persuasion and Talleyrand-like ability to find progress through compromise, he 
shook up the status quo, raised their social consciousness to a level some found painful, and facilitated 
the right thing to happen.” 
 
ROBERT B. FIZZELL, JR. 
Robert B. Fizzell, Jr. was born on 12/30/1918 in Kansas City, Missouri. He was a 1941 graduate of 
Harvard University, an Army veteran of World War II, a 1948 graduate of the Harvard Law School, and a 
member and former president of the local chapter of the Harvard Club. A partner in the law firm of 
Stinson, Mag and Fizzell, he was chairman of the law firm’s public finance department for many years. 
He specialized in the field of municipal bond transactions and had served as a bond counsel for the State 
of Missouri, the City of Kansas City and other public entities. 
 
He was a member of the Lawyers’ Association of Kansas City, the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar 
Association, the Missouri Bar and the American Bar Association. He, along with his law partner Arthur 
Mag and others helped create the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation in 1949 and had been 
its corporate counsel, advisory director and assistant secretary for several years. He helped organize the 
General Hospital Medical Center Corporation and was a special organizational consultant and legal 
counsel to the board of Truman Medical Center for 12 years. He passed away on 12/29/1986. 
  



82 HISTORY OF GKCMHF (RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE), SUMMER, 2009                                            

 

ATTACHMENT C:  List of Acronyms 
 
ACGME  Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education 
AHEC  Area Health Education Centers 
AMA  American Medical Association 
APA  American Psychiatric Association 
BIST  Behavioral Intervention Support Team 
CASA  Court Appointed Special Advocates 
CETA  Comprehensive Employment and Training Act 
CIT  Crisis Intervention Team 
CMHS  Center for Mental Health Services 
COMBAT Community Backed Anti-Drug Tax 
CSAT  Center for Substance Abuse Treatment 
CTF  Children’s Trust Fund 
DPSP  Drug Program for State Parolees 
FLON  Future Leaders Outreach Network 
HCFGKC Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City 
HEED  Help Educate Emotionally Disturbed 
ISAP  Initial Standardized Assessment Protocol 
JCDC  Jackson County Detention Center 
KCATF  Kansas City Association of Trusts and Foundations 
KCMC   Karing for Children is our Main Concern 
LEAA  Law Enforcement Assistance Administration  
MARC  Mid-America Regional Council 
MCCNHC Model Cities Comprehensive Neighborhood Health Center 
MCI  Municipal Correctional Institution 
MOCSA  Metropolitan Organization to Counteract Sexual Assault 
MRHP  National Register of Historic Places 
NARA (1968) Narcotic Addicts Rehabilitation Act  
NARA (1993 on) New Attitudes Replace Addiction 
NIA  National Institute on Aging 
NIDA  National Institute of Drug Abuse 
NIMH  National Institute of Mental Health 
OSAP  Office of Substance Abuse Prevention 
PRC  Psychiatric Receiving Center 
SAMHSA Substance Abuse and Mental health Services Administration 
SCANS   Survey of Children’s Agencies Needs and Services 
SSF  Supplemental Service Fund 
STAR  Students Taught Awareness and Resistance 
STF  Special Training Fund  
TANF   Temporary Assistance to Needy Families 
TASC   Treatment Alternatives to Street Crime 
UMKC  University of Missouri – Kansas City 
WMMHC Western Missouri Mental Health Center 
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ATTACHMENT D: Board Members over the Years 
 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME YRS SERVED ON BOD 

Abercrombie Gloria 1990-1990 

Alery Beverly 1987-1988 

Alfie Dr. Salomon (M.D.) 1988-1989 

Atwood Calvin 1965-1968 

Backstrom Frank H. 1950-1952 

Baker Repr. James G. 1972-1978 

Bartlett Jerry 1987-1996 

Bauer Max E. 1959-1965 

Bills Dr. Marvin L. (M.D.) 1950-1957; 1984-1992 

Blanc Dr. Robert (PhD) 1984-1993 

Bowling Steve 1990-1990 

Braccino Nick 1991-1996 

Breese Sidney 1996-1998 

Breidenthal, Sr. Maurice L. 1950-1952 

Briscoe Rev. Charles 1968-1969 

Bryant Dr. William D. 1965-1968 

Buck Henry W. 1950-1958 

Buie David 1998-2008 

Burns Dr. Beryle I. (M.D.) 1950-1952 

Burns-Bucklew Lori 2009-present 

Buschman Dr. Harold (PhD) 1956-1958 

Byington Dr. B. LeGrand (M.D.) 1953-1955 

Cantrell Jeff 2005-2008 

Carr Dr. Edward R. (PhD) 1972-1975 

Chavez Enrique 1996-1997 

Cheers Sharon 1997-2007 

Clark Harry C. 1950-1952; 1956-1958 

Combs Aleah 1956-1957 

Couch Daniel 1988-1994; 1995-2003 

Curran Dr. Charles 1973-1984 

Dietz Larry 1993-2002 

Dillon George 1963-1966 

Doarn James W. 1959-1967 

Duder (Kraft) Michelle 2001 - present 

Dwyer Dr. Hugh L. (M.D.) 1950-1966 

Ebinger Rev. Warren R. 1963-1965 

Eddy Dr. William (PhD) 1985-1993 

Eisler, Jr. Robert E. 1967-1976 

Eubank Dr. Dillard (M.D.) 1959-1960 

Fearon Shirley 1974-1980 

Feld Anne B. 1961-1964 

Ferris Dr. Carl R. (M.D.) 1950-1952 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME YRS SERVED ON BOD 

Field Lyman 1950-1952 

Fields Edward E. 1972-1979 

Fitch Howard H. 1961-1964 

Fizzell, Jr. Robert B. 1950-1952; 1959-1982 

Forman Dr. Louis H. (M.D.) 1963-1968 

Friedrich Eugene V. 1956-1958 

Gainey Dr. Harold (M.D.) 1960-1962 

Gamble Dr. Maureen (PhD) 1985-1994 

Gelperin Dr. Abraham (M.D.) 1959-1960 

Gentry Reed O. 1952-1954 

Gibson Senator Floyd R. 1959-1963 

Gilman Joe 2000-2005 

Gonce Walter 1969-1974 

Goodman C. Edward 1953-1962 

Gordon Jacob 1996-1996 

Green, Jr. Jean 1976-1980 

Haken Barton L. 1963-1964 

Harris Dr. Jasper (M.D.) 1979-1988 

Harsh, Sr. William P. 1963-1971 

Hashinger Dr. Edward H. (M.D.) 1953-1955 

Havens Fred R. 1963-1975 

Heddens III B. Spencer 1983-1985 

Herran Wayne 1986-1987 

Hickerson Dorothy 1965-1971 

Howell John L.  1950-1952 

Hudson Dr. R. Lofton (phD) 1956-1963 

Intrater Donald L. 1988-1989 

Jackson Don M. 1953-1955 

Jamerson Ms. Loren 1990-1990 

Jensen William  1972-1981 

Johnson Dorothy 1961-1963 

Joseph Gloria 1990-1994; 2007-present 

Katf Dr. Nicola (M.D.) 1980-1989 

Kimball Mary L. 1963-1966 

Krakauer Kenneth 1972-1975 

Kreamer Marian 1963-1968 

Lake (Walker) Dr. Sandra V. 1980-1989 

Lane Dr. H. Wallace (M.D.) 1953-1953 

Larcom Cynthia 2005-present 

Law Dr. Thomas (EdD) 1972-1976 

Leathers Leona S. 1959-1963 

Lefort Annas 2009-present 

Lewis Ruth 1994-2000 

Mag Arthur 1950-1956 

Maloney Anne 1982-1992 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME YRS SERVED ON BOD 

Maltibia Gary 1996-1996 

Manford State Sen. Donald L. 1970-1974 

Martin  (Forrest) Ellen 1989-1994; 2007-2009 

Mazzuca Frank A. 1967-1968 

McCallum Angus 1964-1971 

McEachen Richard E. 1964-1965 

McGee Louis B. 1956-1962 

McGee, Jr. Joseph J. 1963-1969 

McKiernan Mark 1996-1996  

Menninger Dr. William (M.D.) 1950-1952 

Meyers Dr. Harold (M.D.) 1956-1962 

Miller Dr. C. Arden (M.D.) 1960-1965 

Miller Mark 2007-present 

Miller Rosa 1994-1994 

Misbach Dr. Lorenz (PhD) 1953-1957 

Mongan Dr. James (M.D.) 1982-1994 

Moore Billy 1988-1988 

Morgan Bruce 1979-1981 

Morgester Patrick 2003-present 

Munro Dr. J. Stuart (M.D.) 1994-present 

Murphy Dr. Franklin D. 1950-1952 

Murphy Frank 1995-2005 

Noback Dr. Richardson K. (M.D.) 1964-1968 

O'Hearne Dr. John (M.D.) 1963-1968 

Oliver David F. 1978-1987 

Oliver Gertrude 1956-1962, 1971-1974 

O'Neal Lena 1980-1984 

Patterson Dr. Carroll 1976-1979 

Patton Michael 1974-1983 

Pelofsky Brenda 1988-1993 

Pelofsky Joel 1975-1980 

Philp Dr. John R. (M.D.) 1966-1967 

Quigley Joseph V.  1959-1960 

Rangle, Jr. Juan 2007-present 

Rine Russell R. 1961-1962 

Roberts Sam M. 1956-1957 

Roehm Brian 2003-2006 

Rowe Reginald 1993-1994 

Sage J. Gary 1991-1993 

Salazar Carlos 1994-1995 

Salisbury Edith 1977-1977 

Seidlitz Alice Richards 1950-1952; 1956-1957 

Seidlitz John R. 1967-1968 

Singer Frances 1959-1963 

Sirridge Dr. Marjorie 1980-1988 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME YRS SERVED ON BOD 

Solomon Dr. Nancy (M.D.) 1989-1991 

Soule Margo 1987-1996; 1997-present 

Starr Martha J. 1956-1961 

Starr, Sr. Raymond 1961-1964 

Stooker Marion J. 1950-1952 

Storms Frances R. 1950-1952; 1956-1961 

Strauss Barbara (Boo) 1979-1979 

Strickland Dr. Stanley (PhD) 1991-1992 

Svetlecic George A. 1986-1986 

Swyden Victor F. 1964-1967 

Talbot Linda 1981-1984 

Tally Jane 1992-2004 

Thomas Dr. Earl (PhD) 1959-1961 

Thomas Mrs. Earl 1956-1958 

Thompson George 2002-2004 

Thurman A. O'Dell 1966-1975 

Timmons Scott R. 1953-1957 

Trowbridge, Jr. Dr. E. H. (M.D.) 1961-1962 

Van Sant Jane 1989-1996 

Wadsworth Homer C. 1950-1974 

Walker Bradley 2007-present 

Walker Dr. Nellie G. (M.D.) 1960-1962 

Welch Judge Leslie A. 1951-1957 

Welsh Joseph M. 1960-1962 

Wesco Dr. Clarke (M.D.) 1959-1960 

West Kenneth G. 1978-1987 

Wharton Robert J. 1959-1962 

Wheeler Robert R. 1971-1972 

Whitney Dr. John (M.D.) 1967-1968 

Wicks Dr. Edwin O. (M.D.) 1968-1977 

Wilson Dr. Beverly (M.D.) 1988-1989 

Wilson Dr. Vernon E. (M.D.) 1960-1962 

Winkle Dr. Vernon M. (M.D.) 1950-1952 

Wolfe, Jr. Dr. George A. (M.D.) 1968-1970 

Wornall Julian 1950-1956 

Zauchenberger Dr. Herwig 1978-1983 

Ziegler Dr. Dewey K. (M.D.) 1959-1963 
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ATTACHMENT E: Individuals Who Did Their Residency at the PRC between 
1951 and 1989 While It Operated Under the Auspices of the Greater Kansas 

City Mental Health Foundation 
 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME YR. RESIDENCY BEGAN 
Acena Maria 1987 

Achar L.P.G. 1974 

Adams John 1970 

Agharkar Ujwala 1985 

Alejo Florante 1979 

Anya Innocent 1986 

Arms Mary 1988 

Asfour Mohammed 1981 

Bai Saroji 1959 

Balcazar Carlos 1959 

Balogh Laszlo 1988 

Bandukwalla Quresh 1980 

Barone Jay 1987 

Baser Ali 1959 

Basrai Imatiazhusein 1978 

Bethel James 1964 

Bijou Le Grand 1959 

Bisquerra Jose 1966 

Bonner William 1972 (deceased, date unknown) 

Boonvisudha Chamboon 1968 

Boutros Samih 1989 

Bradley Richard 1968 

Brillantes Tomas 1975 

Butt Atta 1970 

Butt Shamin 1974 

Cabrera Juan 1965 

Calderone Zita 1979 

Cannon Mark 1985 

Carter James 1967 

Castro Othoneil 1984 

Cervenka Frank 1979 

Chalia Surya 1977 

Chang Sufang 1968 

Chaudhary Nazir Ahmnd 1975 

Chaudhri Mahipal 1989 

Chon Jun Young 1975 

Chowdhry Muhammed 1985 

Chung Joseph Moohum 1974 

Cleto Ruth 1961 

Coleman Norman 1961 (deceased, date unknown) 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME YR. RESIDENCY BEGAN 
Conrace Joseph 1970 

Cortez Coronado 1979 

Cvejin Snezana 1986 

Daluz Cornelia 1981 

Dar Asaf Ali 1977 

Daskalov Zirvko 1985 

Dave Kiran 1987 

Davis William 1961 

Davis Richard 1963 

Decanini Mario 1957 

Defatiwongse Supathana 1964 

Desai Maghmad 1984 

Dileepan Kanakam 1981 

Duong Bao 1982 

Dursunkaya Defne 1987 

Egea Fernando 1968 

El Shafie Osama 1988 

El-halawany Nabil 1984 

Enriquez Andrietta 1976 

Espardas Cesar 1974 

Fayne Fred 1967 

Fischer Jose 1967 (deceased, date unknown) 

Fracisco Edgardo 1968 

Franco Pilar 1966 

Franklin Curtis 1964 (deceased, date unknown) 

French Marguerite DeVonne 1983 

Gadde Kishore 1988 

Gandhi Shailesh 1986 

Gandolofo Jorge 1971 

Garcia Rafael 1960 

Garcia Antonio 1964 

Garcia Conrado 1965 

Garcia Pedro 1966 

Garner Josephine 1963 (deceased, date unknown) 

Gavankar Sharad 1981 

Gayed Awni 1989 

Geenens Douglas 1987 

Ghazinoor-Naini Mehdi 1972 

Gibson William 1965 

Gill Paramjt 1989 

Goins Kathleen 1976 

Golbiowski Bernardo 1962 

Gomez Jose 1972 

Gotham James 1959 (deceased 02/03/1995) 

Gregoriou Gregory 1959 
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LAST NAME FIRST NAME YR. RESIDENCY BEGAN 
Grinstein Alberto 1967 

Grubea John 1965 

Gupta B. S. Nagabhus 1968 

Gustilo Maria 1981 

Gutierrez Rosben 1986 

Haffner Joel 1963 

Hanes Lee 1957 (deceased, date unknown) 

Harr Donald 1951 

Harriman Throne 1983 

Hemaya Rizk 1969 

Henriquez Rafael 1965 

Hiaani Bansailal 1968 

Hindash Osama 1988 

Hodges Lily 1984 

Hogan Patricia 1986 

Hollinsworth James 1964 

Hornstra Robijn 1955 

Hosseini Farideh 1969 

Hucke Samuel 1985 

Husain Arif 1987 

Ibarra Guilliermo 1971 

Innis Rasalynn 1973 

Jetanandani Vijay 1983 

Jetanandani Arun 1984 

Jones Robert 1966 

Jones Laird 1982 

Jovellana Apolinar 1979 

Kahlid Uzma 1975 

Kang Chang Hong 1975 

Kanmanthreddy Vijay 1984 

Katf Nichola 1959 

Khalid Sheba 1980 

Khan Mohammed 1978 

Khan Skiander 1983 

Khan Rintu 1989 

Kimura Charles 1965 

Kirubakaran Vasantha 1980 

Knobel Mauricio 1956 

Kodali Sirinvasa 1983 

Kumar Aragunta 1980 

Kumar Devinder 1982 

Kumar Shivanna 1984 

Labayan Nenita 1978 

Lambright Robert 1966 

Laskey Ralph 1972 (deceased, date unknown) 
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Lawson T’saki 1988 

Laybourne Paul 1956 (deceased 7/12/2001) 

Lee Sang Oug 1974 

Lorenzo Edilberto 1967 

Loutzenhiser James 1962 (deceased 11/17/2001) 

Mahmoud Alaa-Eldin 1984 

Mainus Romana 1988 

Martin Gerhard 1960 (deceased 01/13/1996) 

Mashali Fathalla 1989 

Mayer Eileen 1985 

McNutt Theodore 1980 

Melendez Richard 1967 

Mendoza Marlene 1980 

Menendez Jose 1984 

Merveille Octave 1964 

Mikhail Elizabeth 1986 

Milan Ramon 1969 

Mirza Mohammad 1978 

Mithani Umedlal 1967 

Moon Euy 1976 

Moore Yancey Scott 1979 

Muddasani Narsimha 1987 

Murkerjee Vonkubal 1974 

Nahmias Jesus 1968 

Najam Abdur 1970 

Nandi Dipak 1981 

Naranja Rogelio 1968 

Nizami Musharraf 1985 

Novado Michael 1983 

Nwaomah Oneyema 1988 

Nwokeji Emmanuel 1986 

O’Hearne Lillian 1963 

Ogura Tadao 1968 

Olomon Angela 1987 

Orrtiz Jesus 1964 

Ortega Rodolfo 1959 

Osman Nasim 1978 

Owre Alfred 1962 

Padre Emilio 1979 

Pak Yong-Soon 1967 

Parakash Om 1966 

Parekh Rajesh 1984 

Park Ho-Hyun 1968 

Partap Mohinder 1969 

Patel Maheshkumar 1989 
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Peculdo Nora 1964 

Pena Ramos 1962 

Pentecost Richard 1961 

Peralta-Luma Alberto 1967 

Perll Rita 1974 

Pineyro Victor 1962 

Polouse Quee he 1975 

Pompushko Rosalie 1979 

Poonawala Huseni 1968 

Porter Walter 1977 

Powers Svetlana 1961 

Qadir Aftab 1986 

Qadir Sofia 1989 

Quiason Nora 1968 

Quiason Emmeline 1973 

Rampertaap Monassar 1982 

Rangwani Mukesh 1988 

Ratnum Dasari 1969 

Razzaque Naveed 1982 

Reddy Kamalish 1968 

Reddy Pranahitha 1987 

Ricci Walter 1967 

Rinck William 1966 

Rivera Miguel 1951 

Rodriquez Domingo 1972 

Rodwell Charles 1988 

Romero Fernando 1959 

Ruiz-Iqamma Juliet 1980 

Sadat Abdul 1981 

Sagduyu Kemal 1989 

Salindong-Dario Nemecia 1975 

Santos Joey 1980 

Scowley John 1984 

Sen Sandip 1984 

Shah Panna 1986 

Shaheen Joseph 1987 

Shanker Basuviah 1984 

Sharma Mridulaben 1982 

Shaw Robert 1969 (deceased, date unknown) 

Shen Hui 1973 

Shu Pu 1971 

Silwance Lily 1975 

Silwance Wagih 1975 

Simmons Donald 1963 

Slonka Gerald 1986 
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Smith Michael 1978 

Sood Aradhano 1983 

Sood Rakeesh 1983 

Subramiam Geethanjali 1989 

Suthikant Deja 1968 

Tarar Ahmad 1982 

Tarar Shahla Fatima 1983 

Teare Max 1960 

Teng Sioe-Hong 1971 

Teng George 1971 

Thomas Annie 1977 

Tjoachitara Bian 1970 

Toledo Amanda 1982 

Toledo Jose 1983 

Tran Quy 1989 

Trinidad Antolin 1987 

True Janet 1980 

Tsai Shih 1959 

Unluoglu Guloren 1959 

Valera Salvador 1968 

Valle Renato Del 1970 

Venkataraman Sanjeev 1987 

Vera Enrique 1968 

Wadood Umar 1988 

Wallace Richard 1963 

Wang George 1971 

Weidemaier John 1966 (deceased, date unknown) 

Weisman Edward 1978 

Weng Tung-Jen 1983 

White John 1973 

Wilson Beverly 1968 

Windsor David 1965 

Yosry Mohamed 1988 

Zaderenko Sergio 1988 

Zemcuznikov Nicolas 1965 

Zia Muhammad Shafiq 1975 

Zwerenz Bruno 1966 
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END NOTES 
                                                           
i
 The term mental hygiene has a long history in the United States, having first been used by William Sweetzer in 
1843. After the Civil War, which increased concern about the effects of unsanitary conditions, Dr. J. B. Gray, an 
eminent psychiatrist, envisioned a community-based mental hygiene that would operate through education, social 
culture, religion and involvement in national life. In 1893, Isaac Ray, a founder of the American Psychiatric 
Association, provided a definition of the term mental hygiene as "the art of preserving the mind against all 
incidents and influences calculated to deteriorate its qualities, impair its energies, or derange its movements. The 
management of the bodily powers in regard to exercise, rest, food, clothing and climate, the laws of breeding, the 
government of the passions, the sympathy with current emotions and opinions, the discipline of the intellect—all 
these come within the province of mental hygiene."  
ii
 Mental Health Association of the Heartland resulted from the consolidation in 1996 of three affiliates of the 

National Mental Health Association that served Johnson and Wyandotte (KS) and Jackson (MO) Counties. 
Motivations for consolidating these small agencies, some with over 75 years of service to our community, were 
many: to enhance program opportunities, to provide continuity for individuals and families with mental health 
needs, to respond to the funding community, and to realize economies of scale. With consolidation, the agency 
engaged in a thoughtful process of re-organizing its programs that included closure, merger, and attention to new 
community needs, all with an eye toward ensuring programs remained mission-driven and available to citizens 
throughout the Greater Kansas City Metropolitan Area. 
iii The February 4, 1914 edition of the Kansas City Star announced that a contract for construction of the new 

$200,000 hospital building had been awarded to the Joe Hollinger Construction Company of Kansas City, Missouri, 
and work on the building would begin immediately with completion by November 1. The site was a 460 foot by 
270 foot tract that fronted onto The Paseo between 26lh and 27th streets. The account noted that "At this time 
the Paseo passes on the west and south of the tract and the proposed new Paseo will give a boulevard boundary on 
the east." 
iv
 A lobotomy is a neurosurgical procedure, a form of psychosurgery, also known as a leucotomy. It consists of 

cutting the connections to and from the prefrontal cortex. These procedures result in major personality changes 
beyond what is desired, and can cause severe mental disabilities. Lobotomies were used mainly from the 1930s to 
1950s to treat a wide range of severe mental illnesses, including schizophrenia, clinical depression, and various 
anxiety disorders, as well as people who were considered a nuisance by demonstrating behavior characterized as, 
for example, "moodiness" or "youthful defiance." The patient's informed consent in the modern sense was not 
obtained. After the introduction of the antipsychotic chlorpromazine (Thorazine), lobotomies fell out of common 
use and the procedure has since been characterized "as one of the most barbaric mistakes ever perpetrated by 
mainstream medicine." 
v Robert Alexander Long (1850–1934) was a lumber baron, developer, investor, millionaire, and philanthropist. He 

lived most of his life in Kansas City, Missouri. Long’s Home, Corinthian Hall, completed in 1911 and Kansas City's 
first million-dollar home, is now the Kansas City Museum. The 250-acre Longview Farm was built in 1913-1914 on 
the outskirts of Kansas City. Portions of the farm are now sites of Longview College and of Longview Lake. He was 
an early investor in the Kansas City Southern Railroad as a source of transportation for his raw material and 
products. 
vi
 The four trusts were: Carrie J. Loose Trust; the Edward F. Swinney Trust; Jacob L. Loose Trust; and the Ella C. 

Loose Trust. 
vii

 During the 1950s a series of successful anti-psychotic drugs is introduced that do not cure psychosis but control 
its symptoms. The first of the anti-psychotics, the major class of drug used to treat psychosis, is discovered in 
France in 1952. Studies show that 70 percent of patients with schizophrenia clearly improve on anti-psychotic 
drugs. 
viii

 In 1993 the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation has its name changed to Resource Development 
Institute. 
ix
 Over the years, factors such as changes in philosophy, mission and even in terminology has left treatment 

facilities with many names. Some state hospitals have had several names, and it seems like any institution that 
lasted from the 19th century into the 20th century had at least one name change. Examples of Names (tending 
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from earlier to recent): Lunatic Hospital; Lunatic Asylum; Asylum for the Insane; Insane Asylum; State Hospital; 
Mental Health Center; Psychiatric Hospital; Regional Center; Retreat; Developmental Center; Center.  
x
 Before being hired to head the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation, Dr. Kirkpatrick had served as 

Director of the Division on Community Clinics, The National Committee for Mental Hygiene, Inc. in New York, N. Y. 
xi
 The Hill-Burton Act, named after Senator Harold Burton of Ohio and Senator Lister Hill of Alabama, was designed 

to provide federal grants and guaranteed loans to improve the physical plant of the nation’s hospital system. 
Money was designated to the states to achieve 4.5 beds per 1,000 people. The states allocated the available 
money to their various municipalities, but the law provided for a rotation mechanism, so that an area that received 
funding moved to the bottom of the list for further funding. 
xii

 The history of Children's Mercy Hospital can be traced to June, 1897, and two sisters, Dr. Alice Berry Graham, a 
dentist, and Dr. Katharine Berry Richardson, a physician. A saloon keeper from the Kansas City Stockyards district 
had heard of the sisters' reputation for helping poor, sick children and he told Dr. Graham of a woman he'd seen in 
the streets trying to give away her crippled 5-year-old daughter. Drs. Graham and Richardson found the girl 
abandoned, undernourished and poorly clothed. They arranged a bed for her at a small hospital at 15th and 
Cleveland in downtown Kansas City on 06/24/1897. The doctors established the Free Bed Fund Association and 
through painstaking care, they restored life to the orphaned child's crippled legs. With surgery and therapy, she 
walked again. Their act of compassion and medical expertise was the beginning of what would become The 
Children's Mercy Hospital. Today, the Children's Mercy health care system includes the state-of-the-art hospital at 
2401 Gillham Road in Kansas City, bustling outpatient clinics in midtown and in suburban Johnson County, KS, and 
outreach clinics in outlying communities. Children and families from six states are regularly served by the hospital, 
which also sees patients living from coast-to-coast and even overseas. 
xiii

 Ozanam began in 1948 when it became apparent to a young Kansas City social worker that there were very few 
places in the Kansas City area where emotionally disturbed adolescent boys could be given the kind of long-term 
care, educational opportunities and guidance they needed. This social worker enlisted the help of several 
volunteers and began to accept custody of boys referred to him by local church-related social services and the 
juvenile courts, and he began to offer them the kind of help they needed in his own home. The name Ozanam was 
selected for the new home from the name of a 19th century social worker whose boys' homes in the city of Paris 
began in much the same way. 
xiv

 In 1916, Mrs. Thomas M. Spofford gave her mansion, at 25th and Paseo, to the women of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, to be used as an orphanage. For the next 18 years, her generosity provided a haven for 
dependent and neglected children. Then, in 1940, Spofford began treating children with emotional problems, and 
holds the distinction of being one of the first agencies in Kansas City to offer these services for children. The 
present facility at 9700 Grandview Road in Kansas City, Missouri, opened in 1978 and was specifically designed for 
residential care. 
xv

 Mattie Florence Rhodes was a teenager who worked for the less fortunate with a group of her friends from 
church called the Little Gleaners. Mattie was only 19 when she died of typhoid fever in 1890, leaving $500.00 to 
her friends to continue their work with children. The Little Gleaners honored Mattie's wish in 1894 by founding the 
Mattie Rhodes Memorial Society. This was their pledge: "I promise to do all I can to help the needy and suffering by 
working for them, learning about them, giving for them, and trying to interest others in them."   In the early years, 
the agency provided day care for children of working mothers and basic necessities for poor families. During the 
Great Depression, Mattie Rhodes Memorial Society provided shelter and basic necessities to those facing hardship 
by operating a settlement house for children, single mothers, homeless individuals, and the elderly. Based on a 
community needs assessment in the 1950s, Mattie Rhodes Center began offering mental health and social services 
programs. Today the Center is called the Mattie Rhodes Counseling & Art Center. 
xvi

 With a history spanning 138 years, Gillis Home for Children is the oldest not-for-profit organization of its type in 
the Kansas City metropolitan area. Early in 1870, 20 women met in a Christian Church at the corner of 12th and 
Main with the objective of helping “the needy and distressed of this new and struggling city.” In 1877, the 
Women’s Christian Association incorporated to legalize the governing body of this service group. Gillis continued 
to operate under the jurisdiction of WCA until January 1997, when it formed an innovative alliance with Ozanam 
and Spofford, two other of Kansas City’s most respected care-giving agencies. The Gillis/Ozanam/Spofford 
consortium (GOS) united the three agencies, making each more adaptable to the changing needs of children and 
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families. In September 1998, Marillac joined the alliance, which became Cornerstones of Care. Through 
streamlining of administrative functions, each agency is better able to focus on providing for the needs of clients.  
xvii

 The numbers of hospitalized mentally ill people in America peaks at 560,000 in 1955. A new type of therapy, 
called behavior therapy, is developed, which holds that people with phobias can be trained to overcome them. 
xviii

 The Mental Health Study Act of 1955 (Public Law 84-182) called for "an objective, thorough, nationwide analysis 
and re-evaluation of the human and economic problems of mental health." The resulting Joint Commission on 
Mental Illness and Health issued a report, Action for Mental Health, which was researched and published under 
the sponsorship of 36 organizations making up the Commission. The 10-volume series assessed mental health 
conditions and resources throughout the United States "to arrive at a national program that would approach 
adequacy in meeting the individual needs of the mentally ill people of America." Transmitted to Congress on 
December 31, 1960, the report commanded the attention of President John F. Kennedy, who established a 
cabinet-level interagency committee to examine the recommendations and determine an appropriate federal 
response. 
xix

 The first effective pharmacologic treatment for depression is reported with the work of Kuhn on the tricyclic 
antidepressant imipramine and of Loomer, Saunders and Linke on the monoamine oxidase (MAO) inhibitor 
iproniazid. 
xx

 Scientists at the American pharmaceutical company Hoffmann-LaRoche develop the benzodiazepines 
chlordiazepoxide (Librium®) (1960) and diazepam (Valium®) (1963), which becomes widely prescribed for patients 
with nonpsychotic anxiety. 
xxi

 The text of the citation as quoted in the November, 1961 issue of Mental Hospital: "The Gold Award is given to 
the Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation for the development by this relatively small psychiatric facility of 
efficient, short-term psychiatric services in an urban area, which a few years ago had less than minimal mental 
health resources.” In choosing this program, the Achievement Award Committee reflected the modern trend 
toward hospital-community participation in a total psychiatric program. 
xxii

 During 1963 President Kennedy submitted a special message to Congress—the first Presidential message to 
Congress on mental health issues. Energized by the President's focus, Congress quickly passed the Mental 
Retardation Facilities and Community Mental Health Centers Construction Act (P.L. 88-164), beginning a new era in 
Federal support for mental health services. NIMH assumed responsibility for monitoring the Nation's community 
mental health centers (CMHC) programs. 
xxiii

 During the mid-1960s many seriously mentally ill people are removed from institutions. In the U. S. they are 
directed toward local mental health homes and facilities. The number of institutionalized mentally ill people in the 
nation will drop from a peak of 560,000 to just over 130,000 in 1980. Some of this deinstitutionalization is possible 
because of anti-psychotic drugs, which allow many psychotic patients to live more successfully and independently. 
However, many people suffering from mental illness become homeless because of inadequate housing and follow-
up care. 
xxiv

 American forensic psychiatry had been founded in 1838 with the publication of Isaac Ray's Treatise on the 
Medical Jurisprudence of Insanity. In the mid-1800s, asylum-based psychiatrists formulated model laws addressing 
involuntary commitment and debated the definition of mental illness for legal purposes. In the late 1800s, courts 
became interested in findings of brain pathology in insanity defense cases, and neurologists joined psychiatrists as 
expert witnesses. Beginning around 1950, increased judicial activism led to new standards for insanity in criminal 
cases, advances in the civil rights of mentally ill persons, and refinements in the role of expert witnesses. In 1969 
forensic psychiatrists established a professional organization, and board certification in the subspecialty began in 
1979. 

During the mid-1960s, NIMH launched an extensive attack on special mental health problems. Part of this 
was a response to President Johnson's pledge to apply scientific research to social problems. The Institute 
established centers for research on schizophrenia, child and family mental health, and suicide, as well as crime and 
delinquency, minority group mental health problems, urban problems, and later, rape, aging, and technical 
assistance to victims of natural disasters. A provision in the Social Security Amendments of 1965 (P.L. 89-97) 
provided funds and a framework for a new Joint Commission on the Mental Health of Children to recommend 
national action for child mental health. Also in this year, staffing amendments to the CMHC act authorized grants 
to help pay the salaries of professional and technical personnel in federally-funded community mental health 
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centers. Alcohol abuse and alcoholism did not receive full recognition as a major public health problem until the 
mid-1960s, when the National Center for Prevention and Control of Alcoholism was established as part of NIMH; a 
research program on drug abuse was inaugurated within NIMH with the establishment of the Center for Studies of 
Narcotic and Drug Abuse. 
xxv

 Dr. Wilkinson was a 1941 graduate of Virginia Union University, a 1944 graduate of the Howard University 
Medical School, and received a Master’s Degree in Psychiatry at the University of Colorado Medical Center in 1949. 
xxvi

 One of these was the Model Cities Comprehensive Neighborhood Health Center at 2310 Linwood Boulevard. In 
1969, MCCNHC (now called Swope Health Services) opened a clinic in the basement of Metropolitan Baptist 
Church. E. Frank Ellis, Chairman, and his dedicated board saw the need to provide primary health services to those 
who fell through the cracks of the health care system – the working poor. That first year, with a budget of 
$100,000 and 20 employees, 2000 patients were served. Many of their patients were coming in with the same 
symptoms. In addition to medical problems, patients were victims of substance abuse or physical abuse – all were 
victims of the cycle of poverty. Staff understood that both symptoms AND causes would have to be addressed by 
determining what was going on in individuals’ homes and neighborhoods – if they hoped to ever break the cycles 
of poverty and abuse that carry on from one generation to the next. That’s how Swope Health Services’ holistic 
approach to health was conceived – embracing the total health and well-being of the individuals they served. 
 In 1968 Dr. Samuel Rodgers opens the fourth community health center in the nation (Wayne Miner Health 
Center), the first in the state of Missouri, in the 911 Michigan building of the Wayne Miner Housing Project, which 
was named after a black soldier who died defending his country in World War I. WMHC is selected during 1970 to 
become a healthcare project for underserved populations through the U.S. Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare. WMHC initiates "Project Hi-Blood," a nationally recognized model of preventive health programs for high 
blood pressure. More than 10,000 patients receive care at WMHC. The following year, 1971, WMHC moves to 825 
Euclid a new 47,000 square foot facility designed specifically for healthcare services. It is directly across the street 
from the former Wayne Miner Housing Project. The Greater Kansas City Mental Health Foundation staff assisted in 
establishment of the Psychiatric Clinic at this facility.  
xxvii

 In 1988, in order to celebrate 20 years, the Wayne Miner Health Center is renamed Samuel U. Rodgers 
Community Health Center in honor of its founder and Executive Director, Dr. Samuel U. Rodgers. 
xxviii

 The Juvenile Delinquency Prevention and Control Act (JJDPA) of 1968 was a precursor to the extensive JJDPA 
that replaced it in 1974. By 1974 the United States had developed a strong momentum toward preventing juvenile 
delinquency, deinstitutionalizing youth already in the system, and keeping juvenile offenders separate from adult 
offenders. The JJDPA of 1974 created the following entities: the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (OJJDP); the Runaway Youth Program; and the National Institute for Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention (NIJJDP). In order to receive funds made available by the act, states were required to remove youth 
from "secure detention and correctional facilities," and separate juvenile delinquents from convicted adults. Part of 
the rationale behind the separation of juvenile and adult offenders was evidence that delinquent youth learned 
worse criminal behavior from older inmates. 
xxix

 MARC is a nonprofit association of city and county governments and the metropolitan planning organization 

for the bi-state Kansas City region. Governed by a board of local elected officials, the association serves nine 
counties and 120 cities, providing a forum for the region to work together to advance social, economic and 
environmental progress.  MARC is funded by federal, state and private grants, local contributions and earned 
income. A major portion of its budget is passed through to local governments and other agencies for programs and 
services. 
xxx

 During 1973 President Jimmy Carter established the President's Commission on Mental Health on February 17 
by Executive Order No. 11973. The Commission was charged to review the mental health needs of the Nation, and 
to make recommendations to the President as to how best to meet these needs. First Lady Rosalyn Carter served 
as the Honorary Chair of the commission. 
xxxi

 During 1978 the 4-volume Report to the President from the President's Commission on Mental Health was 
submitted. 
xxxii

 Nine years later, in 1987, it is replaced by the Job Training Partnership Act. 
xxxiii

 During 1980 the NIMH Epidemiologic Catchment Area (ECA) study, an unprecedented research effort that 
entailed interviews with a nationally representative sample of 20,000 Americans, was launched. The field 
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interviews and first-wave analyses were completed in 1985. Data from the ECA provided an accurate picture of 
rates of mental and addictive disorders and services usage. Also, The Mental Health Systems Act—based on 
recommendations of the President's Commission on Mental Health and designed to provide improved services for 
persons with mental disorders—was passed. NIMH also participated in development of the National Plan for the 
Chronically Mentally Ill, a sweeping effort to improve services and fine-tune various Federal entitlement programs 
for those with severe, persistent mental disorders. 
xxxiv

 During 1981 President Ronald Reagan signed the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act; this act repealed the 
Mental Health Systems Act and consolidated Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health Administration’s treatment 
and rehabilitation service programs into a single block grant that enabled each State to administer its allocated 
funds. With the repeal of the community mental health legislation and the establishment of block grants, the 
federal role in services to the mentally ill became one of providing technical assistance to increase the capacity of 
State and local providers of mental health services. 
xxxv

 ACGME is a private, non-profit council that evaluates and accredits medical residency programs in the United 
States; its mission is to improve health care by assessing and advancing the quality of resident physicians’ 
education through accreditation. 
xxxvi The Hyatt Regency skywalk collapse provided the emergency medical services system of Kansas City, Missouri, 

with its greatest challenge ever. Utilizing an EMS-based, centralized, city-wide disaster plan, the rescue operation 
encountered dead and multiply traumatized patients. The rescue operation could be divided into three areas: 
initial response, onset triage, and delayed extrication. Success of the operation was credited to several factors, 
including the centralized urban location of the collapse, short patient transport times, centralized ambulance 
dispatch, availability of ALS vehicles and personnel to the scene, and mutual aid response. Short-comings of the 
rescue that became apparent on critical review of the response included poor communications at the scene, lack 
of physician bystander control, and the need for identification of key personnel at the site. Success in responding 
to the health care needs of a disaster included a flexible and well-organized disaster response plan as well as the 
support of a health care system capable of picking up the pieces of the psychological aftermath. 
xxxvii

 In 1883, Samuel Eason, an African-American bricklayer, saw the need of indigent children and the elderly. With 
his meager earnings, he provided clothing and shelter, for as many as he could, in his modest home. In the early 
1920s, Dr. Katherine B. Richardson, founder of Children’s Mercy Hospital, along with other civil-minded citizens in 
the African-American community, launched a campaign to build a new home. In 1924, Frank and Emma Niles 
donated land and funding to build a home serving 100 children. The current facility sits on the site, of the former 
mansion which was renamed the Niles Home for Children.  Today the Niles Home treats and cares for children who 
suffer from the trauma caused by neglect, abandonment, homelessness and abuse. Through its residential 
treatment program and behavior management school (Niles Prep), Niles continues to rebuild lives and renew 
hope. 
xxxviii

 During 1989 the U. S. Congress passed a resolution, subsequently signed as a proclamation by President 
George Bush, designating the 1990s as the "Decade of the Brain." 
xxxix

 The need for a classification of mental disorders has been clear throughout the history of medicine, but until 
recently there was little agreement on which disorders should be included and the optimal method for their 
organization. The many different classification systems that were developed over the past two millennia have 
differed in their relative emphasis on phenomenology, etiology, and course as defining features. Some 
systems included only a handful of diagnostic categories; others included thousands. Moreover, the various 
systems for categorizing mental disorders have differed with respect to whether their principle objective was for 
use in clinical, research, or statistical settings. Because the history of classification is too extensive to be 
summarized here, this summary focuses briefly only on those aspects that have led directly to the development of 
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) and to the "Mental Disorders" sections in the 
various editions of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD). 
xl
 CMHS, which began as a satellite of Western Missouri Mental Health Center in 1969, was originally incorporated 

in 1971 as Independence Area Mental Health Center. In 1972, the name was changed to Northeastern Jackson 
County Mental Health Center and federal funding was applied for. In 1979, the main center opened at 10901 
Winner Road in the Englewood area of Independence. Beginning in the mid 1980's other facilities, Turning Point 
group home and a suburban office in Blue Springs were opened. In that same time frame CMHS was named among 
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the nation's top 10 percent of all mental health service providers by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations. Renaissance West, Inc., Kansas City, MO, was acquired by CMHS in 1998, and operated 
as a subsidiary corporation. In 2001, the corporation was dissolved and Renaissance West became part of the 
CMHS programming and services. 
xli

 Theron B. (T. B.) Watkins (1877-1950) served on the Housing Authority Board of Commissioners from 1941 to 
1948. Named in his honor in 1952, the T. B. Watkins Housing Complex still stands at 12th & Woodland as a 
testament to his service and dedication. Mr. Watkins motivated countless individuals to commit their time and 
funds to community projects, including the city clean-up campaign of 1940, fundraising for construction of The 
Paseo branch of the YMCA, and organizing the Gateway Athletic Association, a youth sports organization. 
xlii

 At Families First, clients have access to an entire team of health care and family services professionals, including: 
physicians, nurse practitioners, dentists, a nutritionist, behavioral health specialists, registered nurses, parent 
educators, home visitors, social workers, and child care providers;  these team members work together to provide 
well coordinated services to meet many of the client needs. 
xliii

 In 2003 Swope Parkway Health Center changes its name to Swope Health Services. Satellite clinics undergo a 
name change as well. 
xliv

 NAMI-Kansas City was founded in 1980 by parents who had adult children with mental illness. The organization 
has since expanded to include persons with mental illness, other family members, mental health professionals and 
friends of the mentally ill. NAMI-KC impacts the community by providing insight about an illness that is devastating 
yet is not always recognized as a biological disease just like cancer, diabetes, and heart disease. In the last few 
years NAMI-KC has implemented Mental Health Professional Training, and educational awareness curriculum for 
elementary, middle and high school students and a psycho-educational program for young families. Two 
community collaboration initiatives are also underway – Crisis Intervention Team training (CIT Program) for Law 
Enforcement officers and a Jackson County Mental Health Court. 
xlv

 CAPA, which focuses on preventing and treating all forms of child abuse by providing a continuum of services in 
education, family support and counseling, was founded as a crisis and information hotline staffed by Junior Service 
League volunteers in 1975. Volunteers led parenting classes for new mothers in local hospitals and a community 
council was formed to prevent child abuse. CAPA became a United Way agency in 1978. In the 1980s CAPA 
developed a day treatment program for abused children in partnership with the Children's Place, and started the 
first child sexual abuse treatment program in the area targeted towards extra-familial abuse. During this same 
period CAPA became a Parent Anonymous support group sponsor and was approved as a state of Missouri 
contract treatment provider.  
 Throughout the 1990s programs and services for abuse prevention and treatment grew rapidly. Child 
sexual abuse treatment was expanded; adding groups for sexually abused children and support groups for parents 
whose children had been molested to the existing individual and family counseling services. CAPA collaborated 
with Head Start locally to provide parenting education and support groups for high-risk families and became a 
Jackson County Mental Health Level III service provider. The Parents and Children Together (PACT) project began 
offering individual and group counseling, case management, and crisis assistance and prevention education to 
high-need families. Included in the new PACT services was a children's education group focusing on self-esteem, 
communication skills and non-violent problem resolution. FOCIS (Focus on Children in Separation) classes for 
families going through divorce were also started in the 1990s. CAPA also developed consultation services on child 
sexual abuse prevention policies for churches, schools and other organizations. Retreats for sexual abuse survivors 
were offered in collaboration with local churches as well. Homes for the Heart was adopted as a guiding theme for 
the organization in 1991. 
 Since 2000, CAPA has started and expanded its Healthy Family Connections program; this prevention 
approach provides home-based case management and counseling services to high needs families with newborns 
over a 3-5 year period. An innovative crisis response program, providing crisis counseling and short-term groups 
was initiated to address growing requests for crisis assistance. 
xlvi

 Locally, the commitment to organize Catholic charitable work took root with the establishment of orphanages 

by Father Bernard Donnelly in the Kansas City Diocese in 1879 and the St. Joseph Diocese in 1880. In 1917, Bishop 
Thomas Lillis merged several Catholic charitable institutions into a single diocesan effort. These early charities 
included orphanages, homes for the aged and young women away from home.  
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Over the years, the name has changed from the Catholic Welfare Bureau to Catholic Community Services 

to Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. However, despite the name changes, the organization 
has remained true to the Church's mission - to bring Christ's love into people's lives in a tangible way.  
xlvii In the early days of its founding as The Provident Association in 1880, the Heart of America Family Services 

helped families overcome joblessness, floods and epidemics. Over the decades, the agency has responded to the 
impact of wars, poverty and societal changes to support families and children in pursuit of stability and happy lives. 
As the agency mission changed its name did also: 1941 Children’s Service Association merged with The Provident 
which became Provident Children’s and Family Service; 1963 became Family and Children Services of Kansas City, 
Inc.; and in 2005 renamed The Family Conservancy on the eve of 125

th
 anniversary celebration. 

xlviii
 Jewish Family Services of Greater Kansas City (JFS) began its history as United Jewish Charities in 1901 as five 

volunteer relief agencies came together to legally incorporate themselves. During the first 20 years, JFS established 
its responsibility to the Jewish Community. With no other Jewish Communal organization in town, JFS began a 
bathhouse, a Jewish education program, a summer camp called "Bittersweet Camp," basketball leagues, and 
resettlement services for the Jews coming to America to build a better life. In 1919, JFS opened the Alfred 
Benjamin Dispensary with two purposes. The first was to take care of the indigent who could not afford medical 
care; the second reason was to provide a medical setting for Jewish physicians, as they were unable to secure 
residency in any other KC hospital. The Dispensary eventually grew into what was the Menorah Medical Center 
and eventually became the proceeds to create the Jewish Heritage Foundation. JFS also was the predecessor 
agency of the Jewish Federation and one of the founding eight agencies of the Heart of America United Way. In 
1942, United Jewish Charities became United Jewish Social Services; in 1958, they became Jewish Family Service, 
and in 1964, Jewish Family & Children Services as a large focus of services was adoption. In 2006 they began using 
the current name, Jewish Family Services. However, no matter what the name, the mission of helping others, 
regardless of race or religion, has remained unchanged throughout 100 plus years.  
xlix The Children’s Place was established by community leaders in 1976 to address the critical needs of the very 

youngest victims of child abuse and neglect. Since opening its doors, The Children’s Place has continued to build 
upon its reputation as the premier agency in Kansas City that specializes in the treatment of traumatized children 
from birth to age eight. 
l DeLaSalle Education Center, founded in 1971, was the first fully accredited private alternative school in the 

Kansas City area, and is now the region's only private secular alternative school system educating nearly 350 urban 
youth daily at three schools. 
li The Evangelical Children's Home started a program called Steppingstone in 1978 as the Home responded to a 

need identified by area churches for a residential treatment facility for girls. In 1990, realizing there were no 
transitional living programs for youth in Kansas City, the Steppingstone program for 16 to 21 year olds was added. 
The following year a second group home was added to the campus and the program began to serve both boys and 
girls. In 1997, the residential treatment program on the Kansas City Campus closed and the entire campus became 
dedicated to the Steppingstone transitional living program. 
lii Crittenton Children’s Center is a faith-based, not-for-profit organization dedicated to providing the highest 

quality innovative behavioral health services to children and families; Crittenton is part of the Saint Luke’s Health 
System. 
liii

 In 1897 the Daughters of Charity accepted 10-year-old Johnny Ryan as the first child to live at the Kansas City 

Orphan Boys’ Home. Over the years, social and cultural changes reduced the need for orphanages in the 
community. A new challenge of providing for the special educational needs of boys and girls with learning 
disabilities became the home's primary mission. By 1962 the program moved into larger facilities at 310 West 
106th Street in South Kansas City with classroom space for 120 students and a residential program for 24 children. 
At that time the name was changed to Marillac Home and School. Other milestones include: 

 In 1978, the Catholic Diocese relinquished control of the program and Marillac Center for Children was 
incorporated as a 501 (c) (3) organization under the laws of the State of Missouri.  

 In 1988 Marillac became accredited by the Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, 
indicating that services met the most stringent standards for the treatment of emotionally and behaviorally 
troubled children. And, in response to community need, Marillac Center expanded its continuum of care to 
include both a partial hospital program and outpatient services. 
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 More significant changes occurred in 1992 with renovation of and relocation to the former St. Mary's Hospital 

at 2826 Main Street on the Trinity Lutheran Hospital campus. At this time, the capacity of the residential 
treatment program was expanded from 38 to 64 beds and the client population was expanded from pre-
adolescents to include adolescents in need of psychiatric care and treatment. While at this location, Marillac 
expanded its therapeutic day school, partial hospital and outpatient programs, added an outpatient substance 
abuse program, developed an inpatient sexual abuse program, and expanded yet again to 87 beds. 

 In 1998, Marillac joined with four other organizations to form Cornerstones of Care, an innovative 
organization capable of providing a full continuum of behavioral health services.. 

 In 2003, the Trinity Lutheran Hospital campus was sold and Marillac purchased and renovated a former 84-bed 
psychiatric hospital on 17 acres in Overland Park, Kansas. This location provides an opportunity for Marillac to 
continue its’ services in a new facility with ample space for recreational programming. 

 In 2006, Marillac responded to the needs of the community and closed 32 residential beds and opened an 
acute psychiatric hospital program.  The Children’s Psychiatric Hospital of Marillac is the only children’s 
psychiatric hospital in Johnson County. 

From its origins as an orphan boys’ home, to its evolution as a school for children with learning disabilities, today 
Marillac Center is a cutting-edge children’s psychiatric treatment center that continues in its tradition of providing 
safe, secure treatment and education to the hundreds of children who call it home each year. Marillac continues 
its proud tradition of meeting the community's needs through helping its children and families. 
liv Hope House is Missouri's largest domestic violence shelter with two secure locations in Independence, Missouri 

and Lee's Summit, Missouri. Each location features a 52-bed shelter, early childhood center, therapy space, 
administration offices and community training facilities. Over the years, Hope House programs and services have 
expanded to include outreach therapy, court advocacy, a safe visitation center, hospital-based advocacy, on-call 
women's advocates who work with area police departments, professional trainings on domestic violence for 
medical students, newly recruited police officers, corporations, hospital personnel, social workers and prevention 
programs in area schools. 
lv
 The Children's Trust Fund (CTF) is Missouri's foundation for child abuse prevention; it was created by the 

Missouri General Assembly in 1983 as a 501c(3) non-profit organization whose purpose is to prevent and/or 
alleviate child abuse and neglect. Located within the Missouri Office of Administration, CTF is governed by a Board 
of Directors, the majority of who are appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Missouri Senate. CTF does 
not receive any general revenue funding from the State to support its prevention activities. Funding is obtained 
from dedicated fees on marriage licenses and vital records, volunteer contributions designated on Missouri State 
Income Tax Returns, sales of the specialty CTF license plate, general donations, interest income from the Fund, and 
other grants. 
lvi

 With the reorganization of the Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration, PSAP is renamed the 
Center for Substance Abuse Prevention (CSAP). 
lvii

 YouthNet is a nonprofit organization that works to improve the life opportunities of Kansas City young people by 
promoting quality youth development programs that occur in the afterschool hours. The agency does not provide 
any youth programs themselves. Rather, YouthNet supports the work of a number of existing community-based 
agencies whose missions include serving children, youth and families. 
lviii Renaissance West was incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation in August of 1970 by a five-member board of 

directors, to operate a program for the education and rehabilitation of persons addicted to narcotic drugs. Among 
the first board members were the Rev. Emanuel Cleaver and David Ross of Bank of America. The Greater Kansas 
City Mental Health Foundation assisted with the establishment of this treatment facility. Over the years, the 
program has grown and changed, Renaissance West has had many location moves.  

 In 1981, RenWest opened its first residential home for male clients. It was closed in 1990.  

 In 1989, Women’s Place program was purchased by Renaissance West and was located in an old convent.  

 In June, 1991, Good Shepherd Manor on 23
rd

 Street was purchased and remodeled and in August, 1991, the 
women were moved to that location. 

 In 1991, the co-ed program was moved to Trinity North (Hospital).  

 In 1991, renovation was started on the present building at 5840 Swope Parkway. On Feb. 13, 1992, the men 
were moved from Trinity North to this location. On Feb. 14, the women and the administrative offices, 
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formerly at 63

rd
 and Oak, were moved to this location. A midtown clinic on Rockhill Road and the south clinic 

on Raytown Road were moved to this location too. Two years later all administrative offices were moved to 
this location. 

 In 1995, Comprehensive Mental Health Services purchased Renaissance West and operated it as a separate 
corporation until 2001 when it became a division of the Addiction Recovery department. 

lix
 Compeer is a non-profit organization that helps adults and children overcome the devastating effects of mental 

illness, such as loneliness, isolation and low self-esteem – through the power of friendship. Its volunteer-based 
programs and services, which serve as a complement to therapy, provide supportive friendships for people in 
mental-health care – helping them on their recovery journey. 
lx
 In 1977, concerned over making decisions about abused and neglected children's lives without sufficient 

information, Seattle Superior Court Judge David Soukup conceived the idea of using trained community volunteers 
to speak for the best interests of these children in court. So successful was this Seattle program that soon judges 
across the country began utilizing citizen advocates. In 1990, the U.S. Congress encouraged the expansion of CASA 
with passage of the Victims of Child Abuse Act. Today more than 900 CASA programs are in operation 
nationwide with 70,000 women and men serving as CASA volunteers. Since 1983, Jackson County CASA 
has recruited, trained and supported volunteers to serve a vital role in representing the best interests of abused 
and neglected children involved in the Jackson County Family Court system. With the heartfelt commitment of 
their time and skills, CASA volunteers truly make a difference in the lives of children who are desperately in need 
of safe, permanent homes. 
lxi

 The William T. Kemper Foundation was established in 1989 after the death of William T. Kemper. A well-known 
art collector, Kemper was president of the former First National Bank of Independence from 1929 to 1958 and its 
chairman from 1958 until his retirement in 1978. Today the Kemper Foundation supports the arts, education, civic 
improvements and health and human services throughout Missouri, Kansas and western Illinois. 
lxii

 The Project SAFE Program is a school-based violence prevention program that empowers and equips children 
and teenagers to make positive life choices and develop healthy relationships. The program provides educational 
support groups, classroom presentations and individual therapeutic support to children pre-school through senior 
high. 
lxiii In 1969, a coalition of police officers, prosecutors, psychologists, medical professionals, and rape victims from 
throughout the Greater Kansas City Metropolitan Area recognized the urgent need for an improved response from 
the criminal justice system and support services for victims of rape. This concerned group formed a network to 
improve the system and provide the support services rape victims desperately needed. The concept of MOCSA 
originated with this circle of committed and caring individuals.  

Over the years, MOCSA has initiated and formalized services in response to emerging issues and special 
populations, including adult survivors of child sexual abuse, persons with developmental disabilities, adolescents 
who sexually abuse younger children, victims of date and acquaintance rape, and the need for outreach to under-
served minority populations. As crimes of sexual violence have proliferated, there has been the corresponding 
development of new services throughout the metropolitan area. MOCSA has provided leadership and assistance in 
the development of many of these services and actively participates in networking and partnership arrangements 
with more than 50 agencies and groups.  
lxiv

 4-H ASAP is an innovative educational program specifically designed for central city youth. Services are provided 
in public housing and faith-based settings. 
lxv

 The Front Porches goals are to: demonstrate the replicability and versatility of utilizing neighborhood volunteers 
to implement the family empowerment model; increase the ability of residents to parent in healthy ways; and 
recruit neighborhood volunteers to assist in the design and implementation of program services. 
lxvi

 The Promise Project is a joint effort of the Junior League of Kansas City, Inc. and Kansas City Consensus. The 
mission of Promise Project is to develop partnerships between young people and adults that give young people a 
voice in the community – youth are empowered to learn, set priorities, and make decisions that will affect Kansas 
City’s future. 
lxvii

 GOS is an acronym for Gillis/Ozanam/Spofford. 
lxviii

 Goals of the grant were to: improve the communication among all community and criminal justice agencies 
that work with domestic violence cases; provide training to professionals who work with domestic violence victims 
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and/or perpetrators; provide a coordinated judicial deliver system for victims of domestic violence; and strengthen 
and improve the quality of services provided to women who are domestic violence victims. 
lxix

 The Jackson County COMBAT Drug Court is a partnership of services uniting the criminal justice system, 
treatment agencies, and the community. This program is targeted to non-violent offenders who need substance 
abuse rehabilitation. These offenders are placed in COMBAT Drug Court with the goals of reducing drug usage and 
promoting public safety. The program allows eligible participants an alternative to the usual criminal prosecution. 
After agreeing to complete substance abuse treatment, participate in community based job training, and staying 
drug free, the defendant’s prosecution is held until all requirements have been met. When successful, the charge is 
dismissed. 
lxx The Crime Victims Fund, which was established to support victim services and training for advocates and 

professionals. Fund dollars are derived from criminal fines, forfeited bail bonds, penalties, and special assessments 
collected by Federal Courts, U.S. Attorneys’ Offices, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons from offenders convicted of 
federal crimes. 
lxxi

 Ramsey served in the international education consulting arena; he built schools for the children of the Shah of 
Iran. He worked to develop the United Nation’s School in New York.  
lxxii

 The BE
2
 Partnership, founded by the Civic Council of Greater Kansas City, is a bi-state regional effort designed to 

help students acquire the skills, knowledge and attitudes they need to succeed in a rapidly changing world. The 
partnership involves employers, school districts, labor, parent and community organizations to help students 
explore career options and acquire essential skills and attitudes. The purpose of this community-wide initiative is 
to: inspire students to strive for academic excellence because they see the connection between what they are 
learning today and what they will be doing tomorrow; help parents and educators understand the ever-changing 
demands of the job market and the critical need for teaching practices that show students how to translate 
academic concepts into marketable skills; involve employers in creating meaningful learning experiences for 
students and educators that demonstrate successful career skills and attitudes. 
lxxiii

 Guinotte Manor HOPE VI program is a $47M effort to revitalize public housing and bring twenty-five new social 
services to assist public housing and other neighborhood residents. 
lxxiv

 The evaluation strategy included twenty-six initiatives, these being: adult education; citizenship class and 
English for U.S. Citizenship Exam (ESL-1); survival English (ESL-2); public safety; computer training laboratory; CWLA 
health care initiative; pre-apprenticeship program; information hotline; lease guidelines and community rules; 
property management; new resident training and orientation; neighborhood participation; revolving loan fund; 
family self-sufficiency; family crisis management training, Full Employment Council; Guinotte Manor Tenant 
Association (GMTA) resident activities; GMTA business services; home ownership training; transportation services; 
youth development activities; relocation; resident property manager training; endowment fund; day care; and 
resident participation.  
lxxv

 The Rites of Passage Ceremony is performed with women who have completed the shelter’s three-month 
treatment program. The Ceremony is a celebration of this achievement; it honors two or more women at a time 
and is attended by other residents and staff. The Ceremony, a beautiful celebration, commences with an 
introduction of the recipients, and often a meditation or song. The honorees then shares something about their 
journey. Often it is a motivational talk, poem or song. This is followed by a time to give back to each recipient. The 
staff and other residents share kind words about the woman’s achievements and progress since coming to the 
shelter. The Ceremony is concluded with gifts and a cake reception.  
lxxvi

 In November 1989, Jackson County, Missouri voters approved a ¼ cent sales tax to address substance abuse 
and its related crime. Renewed in 1995 and again in 2002, this COMmunity Backed Anti-drug Tax, now known as 
COMBAT, generates funding for investigation, prosecution, and incarceration of drug and drug-related offenders; 
judicial processing; and, treatment and prevention of drug use/abuse. 
lxxvii

 The NIA is a program for at-risk youth located at Northeast Middle School that includes case management, 
after-school tutoring, parental involvement and mentoring. 
lxxviii

 COMBAT places increasing emphasis on results for agencies that receive Anti-Drug grants. COMBAT's 
Information and Effectiveness Fair 2000 provides a "living annual report" for these agencies to demonstrate how 
their services improve the lives of Jackson County residents. 
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lxxix

 The Port Authority of Kansas City, Missouri, a political subdivision of the State of Missouri, was established in 
1977 by the City of Kansas City. The Authority operates as a seven-member, mayor-appointed board and is 
entrusted with the power to condemn property, enter contracts, and issue bonds. The Authority’s mission is to 
enhance the economic vitality of Kansas City, Missouri, as a redevelopment authority through transportation, 
trade, commerce, and riverfront development within the statutory authority granted by the State of Missouri and 
the City of Kansas City. 
lxxx

 The genesis of the “Welfare-To-Work” movement rested on the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA) which brought about an unprecedented change in the system of 
governmental supports for needy families. PRWORA ended the entitlement of needy families with children to cash 
assistance and under general guidelines, gave each state the responsibility for developing its own programs. The 
goals of welfare reform were to help former welfare recipients move toward economic self-sufficiency, and to 
reduce dependency on governmental assistance. The two hallmarks of this reform were a lifetime limit on the 
number of months of assistance and a work requirement. PRWORA also de-emphasized the role of training in cash 
assistance programs and moved the programmatic emphasis to “work first.” As with any major change in a social 
institution, there are legitimate concerns about whether the effects of the change will match the intention of the 
reform. Thus it is critical to assess how individuals are faring under the new system. 
lxxxi Born out of the desire to bolster the Midwestern economy, MRI was established in 1944 with a mission to 

supply needed research for industry and to encourage programs using regional resources. Today MRI is an 
internationally acclaimed center for applied research and technology development. Our accomplishments range 
from pioneering efforts in environmental and cancer research to cutting-edge work in drug development and high-
precision automation technology. 
lxxxii

 MHIN is a collaboration of Community Resource Network and Cornerstones of Care MIS Department. RDI is 
fiscal agent and identifies strategic opportunities; provides both electronic infrastructure development for client 
management systems and interagency communication of client information. Costs include consultation, software 
and system development and maintenance, some hardware. 
lxxxiii

 KC Futures 150 is a collaborative program involving COMBAT (Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office), the City of 
Kansas City, MO, Jackson County Family Court, and Pan-Educational Institute. The program was conceptualized 
based on research findings that art programs can effect meaningful, positive changes in the lives of at-risk young 
people. 
lxxxiv

 The Authority Index for Students was developed by Winston Jackson, Ph.D. The questionnaire measures the 
inclination to have liberal or conservative attitudes towards authority, a resentment of traditionalism and self-
confidence. The instrument contains three subsets of items; for this study, only the attitudes toward authority 
subset is used. 
lxxxv

 The CFSEI-2 was developed by James Battle, PhD. The CFSEI-2 for children and adults are self-report inventories 
developed in the course of several years’ work with students and clients. The CFSEI-2 contains four subsets. Two of 
the four subtests were used. The Personal Self-esteem Subtest contains 8 items and the Lie Subtest (items that 
indicate defensiveness) contains 8 items. 
lxxxvi

 Cornerstones of Care’s original name: GOS Consortium – GOS being an acronym for Gillis/Ozanam/Spofford. 
lxxxvii

 CIT is a pre-arrest diversion program that diverts the mentally ill from the criminal justice system to 
community-based mental health treatment. 
lxxxviii

 The Corridor Location: from 18
th

 to 47
th

 Streets and Brooklyn to Agnes Avenues, including seven 
neighborhoods: EACC (East Area Community Coalition), Ivanhoe Community Coalition, Key Coalition 
Neighborhood, Oak Park Neighborhood, Santa Fe Neighborhood, Washington-Wheatley Neighborhood, and 
Wendell Phillips Neighborhood. 
lxxxix

 The Jackson County Domestic Violence Fund was initiated to subsidize Kansas City metropolitan domestic 
violence agencies in carrying out their mission to support and assistance to battered women and their children. 
The revenue is generated from fees on marriage licenses, dissolutions and other civil filings at the County level to 
be given to domestic violence shelters. The Jackson County Board of Domestic Violence Shelters was established 
by Jackson County Executive Katheryn Shields the same year the Fund was initiated. The primary function of the 
Board is to allocate County funds based on the guidelines of the Missouri statute. Members meet twice per year 
and on an as-needed basis. 
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xc

 The five goals of this program are to:  support community-based mental health services for individuals who have 
a mental illness or a co-occurring disorder who are diverted from the criminal justice system (local contact:  
Director of Public Health); assure that jail diversion programs are based on the best known practices and reflect 
current research findings; form and support interagency collaboration between the appropriate criminal justice, 
mental health, and substance abuse systems; engage in policy analysis and development activities at a local level 
to promote implementation and sustenance of diversion activities; and use federal funds to supplement, and not 
supplant, State, local, Indian tribe, or tribal organization sources of funding that would otherwise be available. 
xci

 Shepherd's Centers of America (SCA) is a national, interfaith network of nearly I00 Centers in 25 states. The 
organization takes its name from the 23rd Psalm, and symbolizes faith-in-action in the community. There are 9 
established Centers and four developing Centers in the Greater Kansas City area, serving approximately 12,000 
older adults. 
xcii Jackson County is beginning a two-year strategic planning process in the area of mental health. The County 

Executive convened a Strategic Planning Committee to give substantial guidance in developing public policy for 
community mental health initiatives in Jackson County, Missouri. Examination of the information specific to local 
mental health issues shows a lack of adequate and recent empirical information on which to base plans and 
decisions. Where information does exist, there is a need for synthesis and application to current public policy 
issues and challenges. 
xciii

 History of HCFGKC: During 2002 Health Midwest, a regional nonprofit health care provider which owned or 
leased 11 general acute care and behavioral health centers in Missouri and Kansas, enters into an Asset Purchase 
Agreement with Hospital Corporation of America (HCA). The Attorneys General of Kansas and Missouri secure the 
assets from the sale and establish two healthcare conversion foundations – the Health Care Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City and the REACH Healthcare Foundation. Based on a court-approved settlement agreement, HCF will 
incorporate in Missouri and receive 80 percent of the assets while the REACH Foundation, will incorporate in 
Kansas and receive 20 percent of the net proceeds. 
xciv

 PYC Program Goals include: assist clients to obtain and maintain housing using a "housing first" model; support 
clients in eliminating or reducing substance use; assist clients in accessing community and mainstream resources; 
and assist clients to obtain employment or benefits. Services Provided: intensive case management; referral to 
residential or outpatient drug and alcohol treatment programs; referral to counseling or other behavioral health 
services; referral for employment assistance; assistance obtaining housing; peer support; drug and alcohol free 
social activities; assistance obtaining benefits/entitlements; and assistance accessing community and mainstream 
resources.  
xcv

 The Arts in Education program supports the enhancement, expansion, documentation, evaluation, and 
dissemination of innovative, cohesive models that demonstrate effectiveness in: integrating into and 
strengthening arts in the core elementary and middle school curricula; strengthening arts instruction in those 
grades; and improving students' academic performance, including their skills in creating, performing, and 
responding to the arts.  
xcvi

 Tri-County Mental Health Services (TCMHS), established in 1990, introduced an innovative health care model to 
the community; the agency is the primary provider of comprehensive behavioral health services to more than 
290,000 people who live north of the river in Clay, Platte and Ray Counties. These counties include urban, rural, 
and suburban areas. The mission of TCMHS is to bring a full range of confidential, affordable and effective 
behavioral health services to the area residents. Their unique approach to education and treatment is based on the 
following values: availability of affordable, accessible behavioral health services is essential for the success and 
positive growth of individuals and the community; all residents, regardless of their income, should have the 
opportunity to use these services; and efficient coordination of mental health resources makes it possible for each 
individual to get appropriate treatment. 
xcvii

 CCON was organized in 1994 with the purpose of providing a network of services for the Greater Kansas City 
community. CCON understands that a churches responsibility is not only to provide activities and programming for 
its membership but to provide an agenda for the community. An agenda that will motivate, mobilize and create a 
unified community. CCON provides an agenda that uplifts people, develops youth for tomorrow and provides love 
through encouragement and compassion for all people. 
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xcviii

 The Northland Coalition is dedicated to creating healthy and safe environments in which to raise children 
through the development of community programs and educational marketing. The programs and marketing focus 
on the unified message that the use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs by minors, as well as substance abuse in 
general and connected violence, is unacceptable. The Coalition receives administrative support from Tri-County 
Mental Health Services, Inc. (TCMHS), and is funded by the Drug Free Community Support Program and Missouri 
Division of Alcohol and Drug Abuse. 
xcix

 Through Concepts for Effective Service, Catholic Charities seeks to empower faith-based and community 
organizations (FBCOs) to increase effectiveness to sustain programming and services, diversify funding sources, 
and create collaborations to better serve those within their respective communities. Project Objectives are to: 
improve participants’ organizational effectiveness; encourage increased collaborations; present two-day capacity-
building trainings focused on critical areas identified in pre-assessment surveys; customize technical assistance and 
mentoring support within each participant organization’s community; and facilitate improved sustainability in the 
FBCOs by providing one-time capacity-building grants. 
c
 The Compassion Capital Fund (CCF) is a $30 million fund that Congress appropriated to the Department of Health 

and Human Services in January 2002. The CCF represents the first appropriated federal funds that are specifically 
targeted to assist the grassroots organizations that are the focus of President Bush's faith-based and community 
initiative. The CCF will be used to expand the role that faith-based and community groups play in providing social 
services to those in need. The CCF reflects the administration's recognition that faith-based and community 
organizations are uniquely situated to partner with the government in serving poor and low-come individuals and 
families, particularly those with the greatest needs such as families in poverty, prisoners reentering the community 
and their families, children of prisoners, homeless families, and at-risk youth.  
ci Catholic Charities utilizes the nationally recognized “Choosing the Best” abstinence education curriculum. The 

effectiveness of the curriculum has been researched in several large studies utilizing both quasi-experimental and 
experimental designs. It has been compared to students receiving no abstinence education and students receiving 
textbook abstinence education. In all cases, students receiving the “Choosing the Best” curricula were less likely to 
engage in sexual activity and had increased knowledge about the emotional and health effects of pre-marital sex.  
cii

 Using a step-by-step approach, the CIT Toolkit includes sources of information on the development, 
implementation and sustainability of CIT. It also includes strategies for involving consumers and families, sample 
forms/policies and fidelity measures. The toolkit systemizes the Jackson County approach and response to 
outreach efforts, providing often-used technical assistance materials in one location. It outlines the practical steps 
needed to achieve a successful CIT system and serves as a guide to improve a community’s response to persons 
with mental illness. Following each step or recommendation, a series of specific suggestions that should be taken 
are provided. Examples are provided and outcome data is presented to underscore the impact. 
ciii Summer METS (Math, Engineering, Technology and Science) programs provide engaging summer camp 

experiences for children, ages 5 to 15, to spark an interest in science. The programs include school districts, 
community-based organizations, museums and colleges. 
civ

 KCCC opened its doors in 1982 as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit charitable corporation providing substance abuse 
services to indigent alcohol/drug addicts and to offenders. Services now include social detoxification and 
residential, outpatient and case management services to adult substance abusers, including incarcerated 
offenders, offenders on probation or parole and those housed in community settings. In 2007, KCCC served over 
4,000 clients in its community drug and alcohol abuse treatment programs. KCCC provides assessment and 
treatment services to over 1,800 Missouri prison inmates daily. 
cv

 The Hip and Fit Fitness Group program was implemented during the summer and fall of 2008 at two locations; 
Northwest Middle School, and the Boys and Girls Club. 
cvi Response to Intervention (RTI) is a multi-tiered approach to help struggling learners. Students' progress is closely 

monitored at each stage of intervention to determine the need for further research-based instruction and/or 
intervention in general education, in special education, or both.  
cvii This research project will look at issues for minority populations as it relates to health care. The United States 

continues to have a growing need for people to work in health care. Even though the numbers of health care 
workers in increasing, there are not enough minority populations who work in health care. Education of students 
and the public is another area that can be improved. Researchers want to improve the quality of health science 
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education for minority students. By improving the health science education, they hope to encourage minority 
students to work in health care. They also hope to educate the public about the importance of participating in 
research to improve medical knowledge. 
cviii

 Edward F. Swinney, born 08/01/1857 in Virginia, served for many years as president of the First National Bank 

in Kansas City; he began employment at that institution in the position of cashier. He was honored in 1905 with the 
presidency of the American Bankers Association. Mr. Swinney did not confine his attention alone to banking 
interests, for he served as one of the directors of the Chicago & Alton Railroad and was also a representative of the 
directorate of the Fidelity Trust Company and the Missouri Savings Bank. With the establishment of the Federal 
Reserve Banks he became a member of the Federal Reserve Bank Advisory Board of the tenth district. The cause of 
education has ever found in him a stalwart champion and for around three decades he was treasurer of the Kansas 
City school board.  




